Salsborough Kennels

Great Easton B & B

And Cattery

"Comfortable accommodation, open all year round"

A home from home for your beloved pets

01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: greateastonpo2@hotmail.com
www.greateastonbed-breakfast.co.uk

Small and Medium dog grooming now re-instated.

Oaktree Lodge,
Horninghold Road,
Stockerston

Tel: 01572 822270

Eyebrook Wild Bird Feeds
Quality mixes and straights at farm gate prices,
mixed on our farm near the Eyebrook Reservoir

Visit our website: www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
Rectory Farm, right of Church, Great Easton
Tel: 01536 770771

Open Friday & Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon
You are welcome to collect at any other
time, but please telephone first

MEDBOURNE PRE-SCHOOL

EM DORMAN

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.15 - 3.15
Held at Medbourne Village Hall.
Term time only
For ages 2 ½ - 5.
Limited places for 2 year olds
Flexible packages available. Funded places.

A family concern, giving 24-hour personal service to all areas.
Golden Charter pre-paid plans available
(help and advice without obligation)

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Tel: 01572 823976
A member of Society of Allied and Independent
Funeral directors

Contact Sara 01536 771368

PATRICK FISHER
CARPENTER
& JOINER

PJH
&
SONS

PHILIP J. HAMMOND & SONS
SOLICITORS

New and restoration work
Purpose made joinery

Commissioners for Oaths

47 FRIAR LANE, LEICESTER, LE1 5QX
TELEPHONE: (0116) 251 7171
FAX NO: (0116) 253 7370

e-mail enquiries@pjhammond.com
Website www.pjhammond.com

For a friendly and reliable service
Phone:
Tel: 01858 565117
Mob: 07805 495958

Contact Richard Hammond
Home visits possible
CAR PARK AVAILABLE WHILST VISITING THE OFFICE
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The Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
The Reverend Stephen Bishop
The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Medbourne, LE16 8DZ
Tel: 01858 565933 Mobile: 07590 829902
email rector@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Revd Richard Barribal: Associate Priest
Mr Roy Cashmore: Reader
Parish Office: 01536 660568
Open: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm Secretary: Julia Unna E. secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
* Please note parish office revised opening days.
PCC Secretary Ann Baile
Treasurer
Miles Ingram
Vice-Chair
Neville F Hackett
Teal Cottage, 5 Holt View
17 Old Holt Road
Great Easton LE16 8TN
Medbourne LE16 8DY
01572 821202
01536 772571
01858 565265
GREAT EASTON
Tom Theakston
4 Banbury Lane
Great Easton LE16 8SF
01536 770929

Mary Henniker-Major
Linden House
Great Easton LE16 8SJ
01536 770320

BRINGHURST
Margaret Stamp
1 Banbury Lane
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8SF
01536 770605

DRAYTON
David Hill-Brookes
1 Medbourne Road
Drayton
Leicestershire LE16 8SE
01858 565171

Established since 1913

For all your building requirements

Stonework and listed building specialist
01536 770257 / 07876765226 / 07594935958

E-Mail-virginiasnow@btinternet.com
NOW ZERO RATED VAT ON EVERYTHING

Foot Health Practitioner

CONSTRUCTION:
RENOVATION:
MAINTENANCE:

Specialist Foot Care Treatment
in the comfort of your own home

BRINGHURST CUM GREAT EASTON & DRAYTON
Wardens

H. Snow & Son

Julia Bowder (Deputy)
Rosebrook Cottage
Little London
Great Easton LE16 8SU
01536 771539

Graham Clark

JOSEPH
WARBURTON

SAC(dip), CFHP (pract)

Carpentry & Building
Services

For an appointment call

01536 772118

Vicarage Cottage
Main Street, Loddington
Leicestershire LE7 9XE
Home Tel: 01572 717302
Mobile Tel: 0774 04 2 6889

Great Easton Village Hall
To Hire:

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT, STOCKERSTON & BLASTON
Wardens

T: 01536 772562 or E.
enquiries@greateastonvillagehall.co.uk

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT
Mr Martin van Oppen
Manor Farm
Medbourne LE16 8DR
01858 565332
STOCKERSTON
Mary Patston
Apple Cottage, Medbourne Road
Stockerston LE15 9JF
01572 823396
BLASTON
Wilfred Coon
Hallcroft, Medbourne Road
Hallaton LE16 8UH
01858 555630

Robin Murray-Philipson
Garden House
Blaston LE16 8DE
01858 555233

Treasurers

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

David Gibley
Howard Unna
Louise Bromwich
Wilfred Coon

01536 772159
01572 822331
01572 821910
01858 555630

Secretaries

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

Ann Baile
Jenny Sandars
Wendy Bromwich
Della Stones

01858 466647
01858 565245
01572 823110
01858 555688

GARRY HYDE
Interior and Exterior

Painting and Decorating
Glazing

We are always pleased to welcome new residents to our parish
so please do make yourself known to one of the above-named.
Supported by Great Easton and Medbourne Parish Councils, and other local groups and organisations.
Printed by Quantum Print Services Ltd, Earlstrees Industrial Estate, Corby, NN17 4AR
2

TEL: 01858 565215
MOB: 07795 096109
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Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
January 2017 Services
1 January
10.45am

Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
United Eucharist at Drayton

8 January
9am
10.45am

Epiphany
Eucharist at Blaston
Eucharist at Great Easton
With guest Celebrant and Preacher the Revd. Canon Dr. Johannes Arens,
Canon Precentor, Leicester Cathedral

15 January
9am
10.45am

Second Sunday of Epiphany
1662 Eucharist at Bringhurst
Eucharist at Medbourne

22 January
8am
9am
11am

Third Sunday of Epiphany
1662 Eucharist at Medbourne
1662 Eucharist at Stockerston
Plough Sunday Service at Great Easton
With guest Preacher the Revd. Revd Canon Dr. Jill Hopkinson,
National Rural Officer for the Church of England

29 January
10.45am

Presentation of Christ to the Temple
United Eucharist at Drayton

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
3 January
10 January
17 January
24 January
31 January

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

All Welcome

The Rector’s Letter
Are you a Christmas Smuggist or a Christmas Panicker?
Let me ask this curious question in another, more simple way:
Are you ready for Christmas?
I wonder how many times that question will be put to me over the next few weeks. For
clergy there is a particular pressure which goes beyond the easily recognizable ‘Have
bought all the presents? Have you decorated the tree? Have you got the right food?’ For
most parish priests the list extends to include ‘Are the 750 Christmas cards signed? Are all
the service sheets ready? Are all the readers in place?’ and ventures far beyond into a world
of very long days and late nights. Having gone through the Christmas spreadsheet ( yes it
really exists), I may either smugly answer ‘yes’ or be reduced to even later nights and a
state of blind panic if the answer is ‘no’.
But I am going to ask myself the question again with a different emphasis. Am I ready for
Christmas? Am I, in the midst of the frenetic activity and work ready to be surprised by the
wonder of the story of incarnation. Am I, in my busyness, able to glimpse the presence of
God in a new born, vulnerable baby? Am I too caught up with a thousand worthy and good
acts of preparation to be truly ready?
This Christmas how may you and I best prepare ? How may you and I best make God’s
presence, God’s love, truth and justice truly part of the Christmas celebrations? Sometimes,
I know that, in the midst of everything, my greatest need is simply to stop. Only then can I
begin to reflect, to be mindful and, above all, to try to be open to the surprising God who
comes among us in order to be as ready for Christmas as I can be.

The Revd Stephen Bishop Rector of the Parish of Six Saints circa Holt

The Parish Magazine
To advertise or to place an article in the magazine please email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
The deadline date for receipt of any article or advert is the 5 th day
of the preceding month.
We cannot guarantee to included articles received after this date.
Please note that all Items for the February Edition must
be received by 5th January for guaranteed inclusion.
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Christmas Services 2016

Weekly Events
Monday

Tuesday

4 December

4.00pm

Christingle Service at Great Easton

8 December

7.00pm

First Welland Valley Scout Group Carol Service
at Medbourne

11 December

6.30pm

Concert in aid of the Parish Project
Christmas words and music with the Harborough Singers
Refreshments wine and mince pies

15 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Stockerston

18 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Great Easton

19 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight
at Medbourne

24 December

Christmas Eve
2:00pm
6:30pm
11.30pm

25 December

Thursday

Children’s service at Medbourne
to include a short Christmas play
Service of Lessons and Carols at Great Easton:
followed by refreshments at Nevill Holt Hall
Midnight Mass at Medbourne

Christmas Day
9:00am
10:45am

1 December

Christmas Eucharist at Blaston
Christmas Eucharist at Great Easton

Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
10.45am

United Eucharist at Drayton

Carol Singing
In aid of the Children’s Society
12 December
14 December

Wednesday

7.00pm
7.00pm

Great Easton Carol Singing
Great Easton Carol Singing

ALL WELCOME
4

Friday

Medbourne Tiddlywinks
Parent, baby and toddler group
Medbourne Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Line Dancing
Great Easton Village Hall

2pm to 3.30pm

Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

9am to 1pm

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Art Club
Great Easton Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Bell Ringing Practice
St Andrew’s Great Easton

7.30pm to 9pm

Ladies’ Choir
Great Easton Village Hall

8pm to 9.30pm

Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

9am to 1pm

Tai Chi
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 10.15am

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Clubbercise
Great Easton Village Hall

9.30am to 10.15am

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

1st Welland Valley Scouts
Medbourne Village Hall
Beavers (6-8 years)
Cubs (8-10years) and Scouts (10-14 years)

6pm to 7pm
From 7pm

Vinyasa Flow Yoga with Racheleyoga
Great Easton Village Hall

6.30pm to 7.30pm

Singing Sally
Great Easton Village Hall

2pm to 2.45pm

Medbourne Tennis Club
Mon 9.00am - 11.00am
Adult coaching
Tues 3.45pm - 4.30pm
Jnr coaching Free (Members children only)*
4.30pm—5.30pm
Jnr coaching Free (Members children only)*
Wed 9.00am - 11.00am
Mix-in
Thurs 7.00pm onwards
Club Night
Sun
10.00am - 11.00am
Jnr coaching*
Sun
11.00am - 12.00am
Jnr coaching*
* subject to individual playing standard
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Gardeners’ Corner
December 2016 & January 2017
By Alistair Peak PGS
Autumn may be a distant memory but if you recall the colours where absolutely
stunning. The weather has kept us on our toes this year – too wet – too dry and it may well
be testing again through the winter.
As this is a joint edition of two months there is plenty to discuss about things to do
in the garden. Should we get snow, whilst appreciating that a good covering keeps the plants
warm and looks great on a sunny day, it is important that the snow should be knocked of
trees, shrubs and hedges as the weight will bring down branches and limbs and pull them
apart. The technical equipment you kneed for this job is a pair of wellies, some waterproof
clothing and a long handed broom. Knock off the snow from plants and they will fall back
into shape straight away, if they are left they will always be misshapen. If you did not remove
the netting from your fruit cage, the weight of the snow may bend and buckle it.
If you are at a loss for Christmas gift ideas, I would like to suggest a plant that will
give off a wonderful scent at this time of year. It is evergreen and has small white flowers,
which have a gentle aroma that will subtly fill area. Try and place near a path or near a door
or window. It is of course Sarcococca (Christmas/Sweet Box). It is a slow grower worthy of
a place in any garden. First introduced early in the nineteenth century it copes in most soil
conditions, preferring a fertile well drained and shady site.
ie. North facing and will even grow under trees.
Soil provides the staple diet for our plants, if you are unlucky enough to have
clay keep off it at this time of year as you will compact it reducing the air pockets in it,
which help with drainage and movement of roots. You can help your soil by applying a good
layer of organic matter or your home produced compost. Lay this on top and leave to the
weather and the worms to help pull it into the soil. When gardening dig in plenty of grit to
help with drainage, as it helps to break down the clay particles.
With the first of the spring bulbs about to poke their heads through, it may be a hard
time in the garden but the snowdrops, crocus and winter aconites will bring hope.
Gardener’s Tip:
Start to ponder over the seed catalogues and look forward to brighter things to
come. Finally may I wish you all a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful Christmas and see you in
2017 for another Happy Gardening Year.

Sarcococca Plant
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
DECEMBER 2016
Sunday 11 December

10.45 am

Heather Ingram and Gill Irons

JANUARY 2017
Sunday 8 January
Sunday 22 Janaury

10.45 am
10.45 am

David Gibley and Irene Gibley
Margaret Theakston and Vicki Barribal

If this date is inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone,
or if you have a problem - contact Julia Bowder on T. 01536 771539.

ABC’s
Tidy Gardens
Offering a full range of services for
garden maintenance and landscaping.

A large team of male & female
workers to tackle everything in the
garden, but more importantly
NOT to let you down.
We are regularly in your area. For a
winter makeover, tree work, hedges,
fencing (all types), clearance etc,

call Alister on

07815 889992

DRAYTON NEWS
Reminder that the Parish Eucharist Service - Sunday 4 December at 9.00am
The First Service of the New Year will also be held in Drayton on
Sunday 1 January 2017 at 10.45am
ALL WELCOME
David Hill - Brookes - Warden

BRINGHURST NEWS
A village reminder that our monthly Eucharist is at
9.00 am on Sunday 18 December
We would be delighted to see as many as possible experiencing the special
peaceful calm of our unique church.
Margaret Stamp - Warden

CAROL SINGING IN GREAT EASTON

Post Office and Village Stores
Open Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
08.00 - 14.00
Sunday
08.00 - 13.00
POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES,
DRY CLEANING, NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928
DSG Auto Services

Carol singing in Great Easton for The Children's Society will be on Monday, 12 th
and Wednesday, 14th December. Please meet at Great Easton church at 7pm
promptly with a torch…! We will be accompanied by Sandra and Lloyd as trumpeters on
Monday evening and Jeremy on Wednesday evening and aim to collect from half the village
each evening so not too late finishing. Hope you can join us to sing some carols, the more
the merrier! Many thanks.
Kathy and Jim
6

Time for a change, but no
time to change?

For mobile servicing, repairs
and MOT failure work
for all cars and bikes carried
out
Reliable and friendly service
at competitive prices

My business helps small and medium-sized companies
with short or long-term projects, including
accounts office set-up and reorganisation, IT & software changes and contract reviews
For more information or a free no-obligation meeting:

Dean:01536772622/
07976233262
Email : deano-tvr@hotmail.co.uk

Michael@Hedgecott.co.uk
01858 897647
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.Hedgecott.co.uk

www

Great Easton PO & Stores
6 High Street
01536 770309

PILATES CLASSES BY FORMER BALLERINA OF THE
ENGLISH NATIONAL BALLET COMPANY
Increase your sense of well-being
Improve your posture
Alleviate aches & pains
Become more flexible
Improve your core strength
Lengthen & tone muscles
FRIDAY
MEDBOURNE VILLAGE HALL
9.30 – 10.30am – Improvers
10.30 – 11.30am – Beginners/Refreshers
To book please contact:
jane.fletcher001@btinternet.com
07776058973

NICKY’S IRONING SERVICE

Connect Electrical

Find ironing a chore,
then why not let me do it for you?
Offering a local village service, based in
Sutton Bassett.
Fast and reliable, in a smoke free environment.
I also stitch on loose buttons and carry out
small repairs.

Domestic & Commercial

List of services: Rewires
New Consumer Units
Test & Inspection/Landlord
Certificates
Extra Lighting & Power
Outdoor Power
Security Lighting
PAT Testing

For a free friendly quotation please contact Tom.

email: connectelec@yahoo.co.uk
Office: 01858 681326
Mob: 07715 554977

A traditional ice cream tricycle is
available for your event! Private
parties, weddings, fetes, school
sports days and almost any other
event! Exciting ice cream and
sorbets cones & tubs! Contact
carolinejack@hotmail.co.uk 07736 397 620

Diane and Mark would like to wish all of our customers a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We’ve been really well supported once again throughout this most unusual year and
would like to extend our gratitude to those of you who’ve been with us over the past
two years and also to those who have joined us along
the way; and we look forward to greeting new faces in 2017.
A lot has happened in the shop over the past 12 months, with a new layout, new equipment, and a gift section that has both seasonal and last-minute
ideas (for those times when you’ve forgotten that important occasion).
We are now taking orders for Christmas - meat, cheese, pies, veg, wines etc. Ask in
store for details and deadlines, or check out our Facebook page
(see bottom). Don’t forget that we offer free home delivery to Great Easton and
surrounding villages, so if you are pushed for time or
can’t get out just give us a call.
Do please also join us at the shop for carols,
mulled wine and mince pies on Christmas Eve.
Our Christmas opening times (shop/post office):

Please call 07801 682284.

Fully insured' and 'Part P Approved

Ice cycle.co.uk

greateastonstores@gmail.com

Simon Gladstone
Heating and Plumbing

Friday 23rd
Xmas Eve
Xmas Day
Boxing Day
B/H Tuesday
Wednesday 29th
Thursday 29th
Friday 30th
New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day
Monday 2nd

08:00 – 18:00
08:00 – 13:00
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
08:00 – 13:00
08:00 – 13:00
08:00 – 13:00
Closed
08:00 – 18:00

09:00 – 17:30
09:00 – 12:30
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
09:00 – 12:30
09:00 – 12:30
09:00 – 12:30
Closed
09:00 – 17:30

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

Gas/Heating Engineer

6 Lounts Crescent, Great Easton
Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Tel: 01536 772620
Mobile: 07977924679
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Great Easton Village Stores (https://www.facebook.com/gevspo/)
5344
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STOCKERSTON NEWS
Many thanks, as always, to all those who came to our usual monthly service.
We have had the remainder of the repair works carried out now so,
hopefully there will not be any more disruption.
Belated but, nonetheless heartfelt thanks to Louise Bromwich for preparing our church in
November and to Catherine Nicholson for doing December and January. Please note that
we have the carol service this year so will need windows decorated please. Please check
the parish magazine for details.
We look forward to seeing you all in December and, would like take this opportunity to
wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a very happy, healthy and prosperous new year.
Date for your diaries:
Thursday 15th December at 7.00 pm
Service of None Lessons and Carols
Georgina Halliday

THE AFTERNOON TEA GROUP
INVITE YOU TO OUR
CHRISTMAS THEMED AFTERNOON TEA
WITH CAROLS
ON
THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER AT 2.30 PM
IN
GREAT EASTON VILLAGE HALL.

Ambassador

Oil Heating Services Ltd
Boiler installations
Servicing
Breakdown repair
Tank installations
Aga/Rayburn servicing
and repair
Power flushing
General plumbing

01858
881118

www.ambassadorohs.com

£5 PAYABLE AT THE DOOR.
ALL PROCEEDS IN AID OF
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, GREAT EASTON
8

29

28

9

BLASTON NEWS
December is a busy month at St Giles. Please try to come to all the services:
11 Dec
15 Dec
25 Dec

Holy Communion at 9:00 am.
At Stockerston, the Joint Carol Service, at 7:00 pm.
Christmas Day Communion at 9:00 am.

On Wednesday 12th October members were treated to a Tea Tasting evening given by
Anna Stasinske of the Old Brickyard Team Room at Scalford near Melton Mowbray.
She gave us a most interesting talk about how she researched the many different teas available and brought along samples for us to try.
At the next meeting on 14th December Penny Hodgson will be coming along to
give us all ideas on ‘How to Survive Christmas’.

2017
8 Jan

Medbourne cum Holt WI

Holy Communion at 9:00 am.

Family on Duty Reminder:

December:
January:

Kennedy family and all the village
for the Christmas decorations
Blaaberg family

This will be a light-hearted overview of the season including customs and folklore
We always welcome new members and look forward to meeting anyone who would like to
come along to find out more about our active and friendly group.
Jenny Sandars
Member of the Medbourne cum Holt WI

Wilfred Coon

Emergency food for local people in crisis
A Thank you to all for
your support…..

Corby Foodbank
Shopping List

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
As we approach Christmas 2016 and the New Year, please help
feed local people in crisis, by buying items from the shopping
list and donating them to the Corby Foodbank. I am collecting
items to deliver to the Trussell Trust Foodbank in Corby.
https://corby.foodbank.org.uk/

Elisabeth and Tim Robinson would like to
thank everyone who attended the Charity
Shopping Day on October 29th at
Great Easton. Particular thanks go to the
wonderful army of helpers and those
who donated.

Please deliver items from the shopping list and deliver them to
the back of Great Easton or Medbourne churches; or to the
Parish Office on a Wednesday or Thursday morning
(Office opening hours 9am - 1pm); or to the Rectory in
Medbourne. Please could all donations be brought to one of the
churches, as noted, the Parish Office, or to the Rectory no later than Saturday 3 December.

We raised £950 for Macmillan and the
Air Ambulance.
A date for your 2017 diary! The next Charity Shopping Day will be on Saturday
11th November 2017, with lots of new
stalls and a few familiar ones!

Any items you are able to donate would be very gratefully
received in plenty of time to meet this
deadline.

Thank you very much.
Elisabeth and Tim Robinson,
Drayton

Thank you.
The Revd. Stephen Bishop
10
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A thank you ….

Great Easton Village
Calendar 2017

Jean Harvey would like to thank all friends
and neighbours for their support after the
death of Ron In Kettering General Hospital.
She much appreciates all the cards, letters
and offers of help that she has received
during this difficult time.
She also thanks Stephen Bishop for taking the
service at the Crematorium and
Wendy Hughes of J Stamp and Sons for
making all the arrangements.

These unique, local calendars will soon be available!! They can be purchased from me or from
‘Great Easton P.O. and Stores’.
BUY EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS
ONLY £5.00 …!

Lynn Bradley

Thank you very much

Book Keeping Services
Jean Harvey

Telephone: 01858 434850
Mobile: 0779 064 5449

The Early History of Bringhurst
On November 3rd Ena Meecham and I helped Archaeologist Peter Liddle with two short programmes about Bringhurst which were to be broadcasted on Radio Leicester. In 1982 Peter
Liddle helped us start the Fieldwork Group as part of the Great Easton Local History Society.
We made some important discoveries in Bringhurst Parish. The earliest finds, flint knives,
scrapers and part of a polished stone axe dating back to the Neolithic /Bronze Age 40005000 BC. We were very excited when we discovered the site of a Roman Villa East of the
village. Finds show that it was a large comfortable house
with a tile and slate roof, mosaic floors and
underfloor heating. It was probably the home of the
wealthy local landowner. The village name indicates that it
was founded in the 6th -7th century AD by an Anglo
Saxon called Bryni. Hurst means a wooded hill. We have
also found pottery in the church yard and cemetery from
that date.

BUY LOCALLY AND SUPPORT THE
VILLAGE COMMUNITY!!

also

Fence Panels
made to order and size
Feather edge, Paling, Trellis,
Posts, rails etc
Ring Janet on
07760 390670
or
01858 565712

GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Thank you to all those who help to keep our village flower beds, hedges and verges
maintained with particular thanks to Phil Johnson for his continued assistance.
The Parish Council web site is now up and running and this will be our primary method of
communicating village information in the future. This is an impressive piece of work,
completed under pressure, and is a major asset to the village so many thanks to Lucy Walsh,
Andy Murdock and Tim Smith. The new web site is still under construction but organisations
are encouraged to think about how they would like to be represented on the site which can
be found at http://greateastonparishcouncil.org/
It is with regret that villagers are being barred from their much loved walk along the old
railway track. The PC is pursuing all lines of enquiry to negotiate re-opening this walk.
Our thanks are extended to Lucy McKay for volunteering to head the installation of a
defibrillator in the village, we are confident that she will gain full support throughout the
community for this venture.

Parts of the present church date from 1100-1150 AD but
there must have been a church here before the Norman Conquest. There is an ironstone
grave slab on display in the church. It is very weathered and until recently was used as a coping stone on the churchyard wall. It dates from the 9th -10th century
Anne Wallis
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for woodburners,
open fires etc.

All types of fencing:

Proceeds will be donated to the ‘Village Hall Fund’
to assist with the maintenance
of the building.

Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

Firewood
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GREAT EASTON
BRIDGE DRIVE
A big thank you to everyone who
supported or helped at our first ever
Bridge Drive.
It was a great success, and we are
delighted to have raised £744.60
for Church Funds.

RJM Plasterers
ALL ASPECTS OF
PLASTERING
UNDERTAKEN

Parish Office
Revised Opening Times
Please note that the Parish Office
will be open on Tuesday and Wednesday
mornings 9.00 am - 1.00 pm.
For any enquiries please contact :

Contract
& Private

E. secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
T. 01536 660568

Over 30 Years Experience
including Lime Mortar

For your free estimate from
your local plasterer call
01536 205005
07712 335 963
12
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GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
As there will no meeting in December,
we wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas,
and look forward to seeing everyone again in the
New Year.
Our AGM will be at the Village Hall
on
Wednesday, 25th January, at 7.30pm,
when the evening will conclude with a convivial
bring-and-share supper.

Great Easton History Society's top-selling publications
are all on sale at the village shop!
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GREAT EASTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Responses to the Neighbourhood Plan have been collated and discussed by the team
leaders. There will be an open meeting of the NP group on 14th December to agree
and document any changes needed in response to the comments received.

Opera Minima
quality opera in unexpected places

Review Opera Minima final fling

David Gibley, Great Easton Parish Council

October 27 ~ Great Easton Village Hall

WEDNESDAY CRAFTERNOON!

Opera Minima's artistic director Gillian Leftwich certainly pulled out all the stops for the
Opera Minima Final Fling (Great Easton Village Hall, 29 October) with a fabulous team of
singers and music director Nicholas Bosworth at the piano. Leftwich devised a glorious
programme of OM excerpts from the past 17 years.

Do you have unfinished craft projects lurking in your cupboard?
A 5” Dr Who scarf? ...an abandoned needlepoint? ...or simply a pile of pending mending?
Bring them along to Great Easton Village Hall and get busy in convivial atmosphere
with other crafters, makers or menders.
Every second Wednesday of the month – next session
Wednesday 14th December 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Wednesday 11th January 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
£2 per session to include tea/coffee and bics
All proceeds to Village Hall Funds.
For more info: contact Alice Murdock - aliz28a@hotmail.com
ALL WELCOME

The ensemble singing was slick (highlights: the awakening scene from A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Hansel & Gretel duet, Lakmé duet and the duet from Don Carlo) and the rapport
between the singers was clear (highlights: Confrontation Scene from Maria Stuarda and
Toreador Song). Costumes were simple and effective, the transformations often subtly part
of the scene change such as the Entr’acte from Carmen. Disparate arias were cleverly
linked by Leftwich's deft introductions.
Donna Bateman is the queen of characterisation and beguiling expressions, from wide-eyed
boy to sensuous temptress, from haughty monarch to impassioned Tatyana. During Belinda
Evans' Sandman, you could almost hear the golden dust falling as she lullabied the frightened
Hansel & Gretel to sleep, in contrast to the pleading Song to the Moon. Rebecca Moon’s
pure high voice and elegance were perfect for Gaia and Marble Halls. The anguish was
palpable in Lensky's aria sung by Joe Morgan. Philip Smith's rich baritone voice is
complemented by his acting, convincing equally as blundering Dandini,
debonair Figaro and forlorn Billy Budd.
Bosworth extracted shimmering violins, brass fanfares and brooding basses from the piano
to great dramatic effect, (highlights: Tabarro and Tatyana's Letter Song), and Britten’s Sea
interludes and Songs without words were delightful. Billy Budd's heart-rending lament
was pricked by distant plaintive pipes, played by Sam Christie.
The only criticism is that, after the two further performances on 29 and 30 October in
OM's Old Corset Factory home, it is to be OM's Final Fling.
J Berman ~ independent London critic
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GREAT EASTON COFFEE MORNING
You are invited to

A Coffee Morning with a Christmas Flavour
Saturday 3rd December 2016
from 10.30am - 12 noon
in Great Easton Village Hall
Cakes, Produce, Gifts, Raffle, Christmas Decorations, Bulbs, Cards
Everyone welcome. Come along and enjoy
Coffee/Tea and Mince pies / Homemade Biscuits
£1.50 including refreshments
In aid of Church funds

GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Since the flooding earlier this year we have been looking into the village infrastructure. Thanks
go to Dennis Stewart, Mel Christie and John Henniker-Major for their advice and expertise
with special thanks to Mike Yates who has investigated our problems and doggedly pursued
the relevant agencies to look at solutions to our flooding problem. We expect potential
measures to help alleviate the flooding problem to be forthcoming later in the new year.
Our village precept has been maintained at a negligible rate for many years and is far below
that of similar villages. In the light of the work emerging from the neighbourhood plan and to
maintain and improve our lovely village environment we will be asking Harborough District
Council to increase next years precept to help support such activities. The draft budget for
2017/18 can be viewed on the website.
The Parish Council web site is now issuing monthly newsletters to keep residents informed of
local events and information. The only exception to a monthly email will be for urgent messages such as safety issues etc.. If you are not receiving these newsletters please check your
spam and trash folders for misidentification or contact the team via admin@greateaston.org
Please be assured that the web site is in ADDITION to the conventional posting of information on the village notice boards etc. and will not be replacing the traditional forms of communication.
Thanks go to Nora Clarke for her work on repainting the anti-dog fouling signs on the footpaths around the village. We are also pleased to see the restarting of the youth club.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Responses to the Neighbourhood Plan have been collated and discussed by the team leaders.
There will be an open meeting of the NP group on December 14th to agree and document
any changes needed in response to the comments received.
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Good Companions
At our meeting on 1st December we will be going to the Plough in Caldecott for
a Christmas lunch at 12-30pm.
If you are travelling by car please check with your driver for your pick up time.
Those going by public transport will catch the 12-04 bus from the High Street.
On Thursday 5th January 2017 the committee members will be hosting a
Winter Warmer soup and nibbles lunch
at 2 Pitchers Lane. The usual raffle will also take place at this event.

TRADITIONAL HOLLY WREATHS
Orders are now being taken

Premier

AUDIO VISUAL INSTALLATIONS
Bespoke Home Audio & Video System
Sonos Music System
Home Cinema Rooms
Nuvo Systems
Bespoke TV Installations
HD Distribution Specialist
Gigaclear
Have you got your super fast broadband installed in your home?
Let Premier Audio distribute this around your house and garden
so that you can have super fast broad band anywhere
not just where your routers are?

Please ring Elaine or David on 01536 772581
or order in Great Easton Post Office & Stores

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
GARDEN SOCIETY
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 18th January 2017
7.30 pm in the Village Hall.

‘Bring and Share’ Supper
Quizzes & Photographic Competition
of Members Gardens

SKY Installations
IT Networking Installations
Insurance Work - Meter Testing

Digital and FM DAB Aerials
IRS Installations - CCTV
Multi Pointing

Remember to bring something to drink and a glass
An exciting programme is being organised for 2017 and we look forward to welcoming all
our existing members, new members and visitors on the third Wednesday of each month.
Membership for the year is £10.00 per person
Visitors £2.00 per visit including refreshments
16

Contact: Wayne Dignum
Telephone: 07939 114074
Email: Wayne@premieraudioleicester.co.uk
45 Glebe Road, Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FH
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Christmas Bridge Drive
Friday 2nd December

Medbourne
Autumn Club
Christmas Wreaths

In aid of
PARKINSONS UK

FUNDRAISER

Wednesday 30th November

Medbourne Village Hall

St Giles’ Church Room
10.30 – Noon

12.30 for 1.00pm
£30.00 per table

Coffee and biscuits
and
Cake Table

CHEQUES made payable to
PARKINSONS UK

Orders taken telephone:

Pat Nelson 01858 565708
Chris Killip 01858 565366

Penny T. 01858 565889
or
Pat T. 01858 565708

CHRISTMAS
TEA & RAFFLE

Great Easton & District WI
We held our Annual Meeting in November,when the committee was re-elected, with the
exception of one member. Welcome to Anne Peat who agreed to join the committee.
Isabel Wright was re-elected as President for another year.
The business meeting was followed by a craft activity prepared for us by one of our
members, Elisabeth Robinson. Everyone attempted to make a Christmas card using a
selection of materials provided by Elisabeth. Some members surprised themselves with
their artistic creations, which were very varied. Elisabeth judged our efforts and a prize
was awarded to Greta Vizma. Much chatter and laughter accompanied the activity,
which went down well with a glass of wine and nibbles.
Next month we are hosting an Open Evening, when anyone interested is invited
to join us for

A Demonstration of Chocolate Making
by Tom Phillips
Hopefully there will be lots of chocolate tasting, plus chocolates to buy when thinking
about Christmas presents. The evening will end with seasonal refreshments. If you wish to
take part in our Annual Christmas present draw, please bring a wrapped parcel (value approx. £2) and be prepared to by a £2 parcel - this money goes to a chosen charity.
A date to remember:

NEW DEVELOPMENT FUND CAMPAIGN
St Giles’ Church Medbourne announces a new Development Campaign being planned for
early in the new year. With specific goals, the campaign is targeted to raise funds that will
support both major building works and significant improvements to the building
environment. This includes partial replacement of our beautiful Colleyweston roof,
refurbishment work to five large windows and a new heating system that will both protect
the building and make it more welcoming.
The initial Campaign timetable is for three years - up to 2020. The Rector and DCC are
looking to put together a strong team to manage the campaign, so if you are interested in
helping, at any level at all, please get in touch Stephen. In the meantime, watch this space for
more information and progress.
Howard Unna - Treasurer
St Giles, Medbourne

Wednesday 7th December 2016 at 7.30pm
In Great Easton Village Hall
On Wednesday 4th January 2017 we welcome Joy Henderson who will entertain us
with Comedy Magic. Do come and join us.

Sis Saints circa Holt Parish News
Our thoughts and prayers go to all the families and friends concerned.
Weddings taken place in 2016...
Philippa and Robert Tiffin in Blaston Church on 19th March 2016
Connie and Tom Barton in Stockerston Church on 21st May 2016
Tina and Richard Matthews in Medbourne Church on 11th June 2016
Emily and Peter Woolston in Great Easton Church on 18th June 2016
Baptisms taken place in 2016...
Hugo de Lisle, George Beaty, Ava Mai Hill, Patrick Smith,
Jasper Evans, James Garner, Sebastian Le Mesurier, Noah Sinclair,
Henny Allen, Ava Rees, Edward Wright and Henry Bowerman.
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Medbourne Village Hall News
The Committee would like to thank resident tree surgeon Jamie and his company UK
Treework Ltd for taking down the tree in the Village Hall grounds. You may have seen
some activity here over the last few weeks as we start to move the boundary fence from
the joining house back the Hall area.
One of the village Defibrillator's is now located on the Doctor's Surgery outside wall
of the Hall. In case of emergency call 999 for the release code.

MEDBOURNE VILLAGE
POST OFFICE AND STORES
Christmas is almost upon us yet again, and as I say every year, another year that has
flown by. This year started very badly for me as I lost my Mum in January. I was absent
for about five weeks and everyone at the shop was wonderful, they kept it afloat and I
would not have managed without them. Thank you to them all.
Once again I would like to thank everyone for their support, there have been times this
year when it was almost impossible to get to the shop through the road works but the
regulars kept coming and we saw it through.
Kayleigh has been a star, dipping in and out to cover holidays etc. Also popping in to do
a bit of shopping and ending up knee deep in washing up and making rolls. Thanks
Kayleigh. xx
The dates for orders to be submitted by are as follows:
Savoury Christmas Pies
Whole Hams, cheeses, pates
Fruit and Veg
Bread, croissants, mince pies

27th November
19th December
22nd December
23rd December

Christmas opening times.
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Tuesday 27th
Wednesday 28th
Thursday 29th
Friday 30th
Saturday 31st
New Years Day
Tuesday 2nd January

MICHELLE ONGLEY

Sweet Hedges Farm

MACHT

Natural Therapies

Allexton Road, Stockerston
Tea Rooms

Reflexology
Maternity Reflexology
Massage
Aromatherapy Massage
Natural Nutrition Colon Hydrotherapy

Open for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea,
all year round (closed Tuesdays).
Group parties catered for by appointment.

07973 287 361 / 01536 770 610

Tel: 01572 717398

8.00 - 12.30
Closed
Closed
Closed
8.00 - 5.30
8.00 - 5.30
8.00 - 5.30
8.00 - 12.30
Closed
Closed

As usual we will be serving complimentary sherry (or orange juice) and home made
mince pies between 10.00 and 12.00 on Christmas Eve and I hope you will be able to
join us.
A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Kerry, Jo, Mim, Susi, Jane, Erin and Glynn. (& Kayleigh)

www.HealTheSoul.co.uk
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