Salsborough Kennels

Great Easton B & B

And Cattery

"Comfortable accommodation, open all year round"

A home from home for your beloved pets

01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: greateastonpo2@hotmail.com
www.greateastonbed-breakfast.co.uk

Small and Medium dog grooming now re-instated.

Oaktree Lodge,
Horninghold Road,
Stockerston

Tel: 01572 822270

Eyebrook Wild Bird Feeds
Quality mixes and straights at farm gate prices,
mixed on our farm near the Eyebrook Reservoir

Visit our website: www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
Rectory Farm, right of Church, Great Easton
Tel: 01536 770771

Open Friday & Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon
You are welcome to collect at any other
time, but please telephone first

MEDBOURNE PRE-SCHOOL

EM DORMAN

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.15 - 3.15
Held at Medbourne Village Hall.
Term time only
For ages 2 ½ - 5.
Limited places for 2 year olds
Flexible packages available. Funded places.

A family concern, giving 24-hour personal service to all areas.
Golden Charter pre-paid plans available
(help and advice without obligation)

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Tel: 01572 823976
A member of Society of Allied and Independent
Funeral directors

Contact Sara 01536 771368

PATRICK FISHER
CARPENTER
& JOINER

PJH
&
SONS

PHILIP J. HAMMOND & SONS
SOLICITORS

New and restoration work
Purpose made joinery

Commissioners for Oaths

47 FRIAR LANE, LEICESTER, LE1 5QX
TELEPHONE: (0116) 251 7171
FAX NO: (0116) 253 7370

e-mail enquiries@pjhammond.com
Website www.pjhammond.com

For a friendly and reliable service
Phone:
Tel: 01858 565117
Mob: 07805 495958

Contact Richard Hammond
Home visits possible
CAR PARK AVAILABLE WHILST VISITING THE OFFICE
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The Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
The Reverend Stephen Bishop
The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Medbourne, LE16 8DZ
Tel: 01858 565933 Mobile: 07590 829902
email rector@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Revd Richard Barribal: Associate Priest
Mr Roy Cashmore: Reader
Parish Office: 01536 660568
Open: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm Secretary: Julia Unna E. secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
* Please note parish office revised opening days.
PCC Secretary Ann Baile
Treasurer
Miles Ingram
Vice-Chair
Neville F Hackett
Teal Cottage, 5 Holt View
17 Old Holt Road
Great Easton LE16 8TN
Medbourne LE16 8DY
01572 821202
01536 772571
01858 565265

Specialist Foot Care Treatment
in the comfort of your own home

BRINGHURST CUM GREAT EASTON & DRAYTON
Wardens

GREAT EASTON
Mary Henniker-Major
Linden House
Great Easton
LE16 8SJ
01536 770320

Julia Bowder (Deputy)
Rosebrook Cottage
Little London
Great Easton LE16 8SU
01536 771539

BRINGHURST
Margaret Stamp
1 Banbury Lane
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8SF
01536 770605

DRAYTON
David Hill-Brookes
1 Medbourne Road
Drayton
Leicestershire LE16 8SE
01858 565171

Foot Health Practitioner

David Gibb (Deputy)
Brook House
Deepdale
Great Easton LE16 8SS
01536 770223

CONSTRUCTION:
RENOVATION:
MAINTENANCE:

Graham Clark

SAC(dip), CFHP (pract)

JOSEPH
WARBURTON

For an appointment call

01536 772118

Carpentry & Building
Services

Home Tel: 01572 717302
Mobile Tel: 0774 04 2 6889

Great Easton Village Hall

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT, STOCKERSTON & BLASTON
Wardens

Vicarage Cottage
Main Street, Loddington
Leicestershire LE7 9XE

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT
Mr Martin van Oppen
Manor Farm
Medbourne LE16 8DR
01858 565332
STOCKERSTON
Mary Patston
Apple Cottage, Medbourne Road
Stockerston LE15 9JF
01572 823396
BLASTON
Wilfred Coon
Hallcroft, Medbourne Road
Hallaton LE16 8UH
01858 555630

Robin Murray-Philipson
Garden House
Blaston LE16 8DE
01858 555233

Treasurers

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

David Gibley
Howard Unna
Louise Bromwich
Wilfred Coon

01536 772159
01572 822331
01572 821910
01858 555630

Secretaries

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

Ann Baile
Jenny Sandars
Wendy Bromwich
Della Stones

01858 466647
01858 565245
01572 823110
01858 555688

To Hire:
T: 01536 772562 or E.
enquiries@greateastonvillagehall.co.uk

GARRY HYDE
Interior and Exterior

Painting and Decorating
Glazing
TEL: 01858 565215
MOB: 07795 096109

We are always pleased to welcome new residents to our parish
so please do make yourself known to one of the above-named.
Supported by Great Easton and Medbourne Parish Councils, and other local groups and organisations.
Printed by Quantum Print Services Ltd, Earlstrees Industrial Estate, Corby, NN17 4AR
2
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Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
January 2018 Services

The Rector’s Letter - December 2017
Bethlehem, Banksy and a Birth

7 January
8am
9am
10.45am

Epiphany
Eucharist at Great Easton
1662 Eucharist at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne

On a visit to Israel in the 1970s I became quickly aware of the hard political realities of
the context, which challenged my preconceived ideas on the 'Holy Land'. A teenager, I
descended the gangplank of our ship to be greeted by the armed soldiers, barely older
than myself, who informed us that, the previous day, a party of school age children on
board a bus had been killed in a bomb attack.

14 January
9.00am
11.00am

Second Sunday of Epiphany/Plough Sunday
1662 Eucharist at Blaston
Plough Sunday Service at Great Easton

21 January

Third Sunday of Epiphany

That, in 2017, the challenging factionalism of Israel and Palestine remains at odds with our
ideas of what might constitute a holy land was brought home to me recently by the artist
Banksy's latest project. Part artwork, part political statement, part gallery for his own
work and that of local artists, part tourist destination and part lodging, his latest effort,
'The Walled Off Hotel' offers views of the concrete slabs of the dividing wall from all
rooms, with glimpses of the illegal settlements available from some. The artist comments
that: "walls are hot right now, but I was into them long before Trump made it cool."

9am
10.45am
6.00pm
28 January
8am
9am
10.45am

(Marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity)

1662 Eucharist at Bringhurst
Eucharist at Medbourne
There will be no Evening Prayer in Great Easton
Presentation of Christ to the Temple
1662 Eucharist at Medbourne
1662 Eucharist at Stockerston
Eucharist at Great Easton

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
3 January
10 January
17 January
24 January

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Banksy's characteristically seemingly-whimsical but nonetheless incisive touches are everywhere in the hotel which the artist categorises as a "three-storey cure for fanaticism, with
limited car parking." In the presidential suite, water pours into a suitably luxurious bath
from a bullet-strewn water tank. In the more basic accommodation ex-army bunk beds
saved from abandoned barracks are the order of the day. In another room a Palestinian
and an Israeli are shown in a mural as engaged in a pillow fight above the bed.
And all this is curiously poignant at Christmas, when we remember the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, not in a hotel, but in the stable of an inn. St Luke’s Gospel contains an account
which, like Banksy's work, puts the Bethlehem birth in a wider but equally earthy political
context:
‘And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be
taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.'
In short, behind the beautiful and familiar language of the King James Bible, we are
reminded that Jesus was born into an occupied country, with foreign rule and taxation, at
a time marked by division, suspicion and hatred on all sides.
Banksy's hotel also alludes to the wider contemporary political context in a way which has
further Gospel parallels. The traditional pictures of the sea which adorn the hotels walls
have the addition of life jackets strewn on the shore by refugees. Matthew 2:18ff depicts
Jesus as a refugee, fleeing with his family from Herod's slaughter of the first born, living as
a Moses figure in exile in a foreign country, then existing as a displaced person in a village
a long way from his family’s original home.

ALL WELCOME
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Banksy's work would seem not only to provide an insightful, challenging perspective on
the contemporary political situation of Israel and Palestine, of which Bethlehem is a
microcosm. His work would also seem to be equally challenging to us when we are
tempted to domesticate the Gospel birth and infancy narratives, to be lulled into a false
sense of security by those familiar words at a familiar carol service. The real force of
those infancy narratives is that God in Christ enters the hard realities of our world. God
is with us in the midst of the violent realities, the political machinations. The message of
love, hope and peace which as Christians we see as emanating from the manger is not
saccharine. Rather, the message of 'God with us' is real because it
embraces all of life and extends to all people.
The Revd. Stephen Bishop Rector

Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
December 2017 Sunday Services
(Please also refer to the Christmas services as noted on page 5 of this magazine)
3 December
8am
9am
10.45am
6.00pm

First Sunday of Advent (Year B)
Eucharist at Great Easton
1662 Eucharist at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne
Advent Carol Service at Bringhurst

10 December
9.00am

Second Sunday of Advent
1662 Eucharist at Blaston
(Please note that this service will be held at the home of
Nini and Robin Murray-Philipson)
Christingle Service in Great Easton
(Christmas Tree Festival)
Christmas Words and Music Concert in Medbourne
(In aid of the Parish Project)

10.45am
6.30pm
17 December
9am
10.45am
7.00pm

Third Sunday of Advent
1662 Eucharist at Bringhurst
Eucharist at Medbourne
Celebrant and Preacher the Revd. Stephen Heygate

Carol Service at Great Easton

24 December

Christmas Eve
Please see page 5 of magazine for further details

25 December

Christmas Day
Please see page 5 of magazine for further details

31 December
10.45am

First Sunday of Christmas
United Eucharist at Drayton

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
6 December
13 December
20 December
27 December

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
No Service

ALL WELCOME
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Autumn Club Christmas Wreaths

Christmas Services 2017

The Autumn Club is making Christmas Wreaths to sell on
Wednesday, 6th December, 10:30 - 12:00,
in the Church Room
in Medbourne.
Commissions taken before the day.

3 December

6.00pm

Advent Carol Service at Bringhurst

£1 entry which includes coffee or tea and biscuits.

4 December

7.30pm

Welland Valley WI Carol Service at Great Easton

7 December

7.00pm

First Welland Valley Scout Group Carol Service
at Medbourne

10 December

6.30pm

Concert in aid of the Parish Project
Christmas words and music with the Harborough Singers
Refreshments wine and mince pies (Ticketed event)

16 December

6.30pm

‘Come and Sing Carols’ at Drayton Church
Wine and mince pies will be served

17 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Great Easton

18 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight
at Medbourne

19 December

2:00pm

Bringhurst Primary School Christmas Service at
Great Easton

19 December

6.30pm

Fernie Christmas Cracker Carol Service (Ticketed event)

20 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Stockerston

24 December

Christmas Eve

Used handbags and scarves in all shapes and colours. Marvellous bargains!
All Enquiries to: Pat Nelson 565708 or Penny Polito 565889.

Medbourne Hollow Nature Area
The Hollow trees and plants have grown dramatically this summer like most
of our gardens and are continuing to mature well. Bryan Smith has carried
out regular maintenance, pruning and clearing ground etc. throughout the
summer. We stopped feeding at the end of spring as we had a reoccurrence
of Trichomoniasis which, when it occurs, decimates the finch population.
However, the problem seems to have disappeared and we recommenced
feeding again in November. The birds will be fed during the winter by a group
of volunteers who undertake fortnightly shifts to ensure that there is food
available at all times.
A Redwing was the first winter visitor to get spotted on the 19th of October
and we anticipate that Fieldfares won’t be far behind. Also thirty or so
Mallards have returned to spend the winter with us.
We have not done any fundraising in the past two years but we will have to
hold an event next year to provide funds. We would welcome anyone who
would like to help with the bird feeding or a fundraising event. Likewise Bryan
would also welcome help with the maintenance jobs.
Please contact Bryan Smith on 01858 565720 or Ann Price on 10858 565371

2:00pm
6:30pm
11.30pm
25 December

Christmas Day
9:00am
10:45am

31 December

Children’s service at Medbourne
to include a short Christmas play
Service of Lessons and Carols at Nevill Holt:
followed by refreshments at Nevill Holt Hall
Midnight Mass at Great Easton
Christmas Eucharist at Stockerston
Christmas Eucharist at Medbourne

First Sunday of Christmas
10.45am
United Eucharist at Drayton
Carol Singing - In aid of the Children’s Society

11 December
13 December

7.00pm
7.00pm

Great Easton Carol Singing
Great Easton Carol Singing

ALL WELCOME
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PROVISIONAL DATES OF PARISH MEETINGS

Broadgate,
Great Easton

4x 2-bed house
From £461pcm

Available to rent
February 2018

Advertised on Home Search

10 – 15 January 2018

1 x 3-bed house
From £537pcm

To find out if you are eligible & to
register & apply online visit
www.harborough-homes.org.uk
Preference in the first instance will be given to
applicants who have an established local connection to Great Easton.
*Rent charges are subject to change based on future
valuations.

6
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Great Easton & District WI
At our Annual Meeting in November, the committee were pleased to welcome back two
members who agreed to serve on the committee.
After the business meeting we enjoyed a glass of wine and nibbles, then Kathy Gibb, one
of our members, led us through an exercise routine which would encourage us to sit,
stand and walk correctly, especially after we have been sitting for a little while. Everyone
felt that this had been very helpful.
Our December meeting should be most interesting when Caroline Boulter will
demonstrate

How To Make A Patchwork Christmas Tree
We will then have the opportunity to attempt to make our own patchwork tree.
Members have been asked to invite a friend or neighbour along to this meeting.
For those who wish, a wrapped gift to the value of £2 may be brought along - these can
then be bought for £2 and the money raised will be donated to an agreed charity.
On December 4th we are the hosts for the Welland Group Carol Sevice, which will
be held in St. Andrew's Church.
In January we welcome back Biff Raven-Hill who will give us lots of interesting
information about

Ladybird Books
Do come along and join us at any of our meetings, which are held on the first Wednesday

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
As there will be no meeting in December, we wish you all a very happy and peaceful
Christmas, and look forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year.
Our AGM will be at the Village Hall on Wednesday, 24th January, at 7.30pm,
when the evening will conclude with a bring-and-share supper.

Great Easton History Society's popular publications
are on sale at our village shop
34
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BLASTON NEWS
Following the recent discovery of significant problems with the building, the church has
been sadly forced to close temporarily while consideration is given to the work required.
We look forward to the building being fully operational in the new year. In the meantime
the service planned on Sunday 10th December will take place at the home of
Nini and Robin Murray-Philipson (Garden Cottage, Blaston)
We are enormously grateful to them both for hosting this.

Weekly Events
Monday

Tuesday

The Revd. Stephen Bishop
Rector of the Parish of Six Saints circa Holt
Wednesday

Thank you to all of you who attended our normal monthly service.
For December and January Catherine Nicolson will be preparing our church.
We look forward to hosting the combined Blaston and Stockerson Christmas Carol
Service planned for Wednesday 20th December at St Peter’s Church, Stockerston.

Thursday

Our service in January will take place on Sunday 28th January at 9.00 am.
Georgina Halliday

A huge thank you on behalf of all the children who will be delighted to receive
these unexpected gifts at Christmas.
Georgina Halliday

8

Line Dancing
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

2pm to 3.30pm
9am to 1pm
9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Art Club
Great Easton Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Bell Ringing Practice
St Andrew’s Great Easton

7.30pm to 9pm

Ladies’ Choir
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

8pm to 9.30pm
9am to 1pm

Tai Chi
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 10.15am

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall
Clubbercise
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

9.30am to 10.15am

1st Welland Valley Scouts
Medbourne Village Hall
Beavers (6-8 years)
Cubs (8-10years) and Scouts (10-14 years)

SAMARITANS’S PURSE
Thank you to all of you who got involved in any way with the preparing of the
shoe boxes for the children. In total 80 shoe boxes were filled which were amalgamated
in to the creation of 71 boxes which were sent off to the charity.

10am to 12 noon

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

We are also grateful to Stockerston who are hosting the joint carol service on
Wednesday 20th December at 7.00 pm and to Drayton who will be hosting the United
Eucharist Service on 31st December.

STOCKERSTON NEWS

Medbourne Tiddlywinks
Parent, baby and toddler group
Medbourne Village Hall

Friday

Vinyasa Flow Yoga with Racheleyoga
Great Easton Village Hall
Singing Sally
Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne Tennis Club
Mon 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 4.00am - 5.00pm
Thurs 7.00pm onwards
Sun
10.00am - 12.00 Noon

6pm to 7pm
From 7pm
6.30pm to 7.30pm
2pm to 2.45pm

Adult coaching with James Muir
Club Morning All Welcome
Jnr coaching with James Muir (07895 286175)
Club night
Jnr coaching with Paul Hutchinson
(contact 07585 113596 for session standards)
Lessons (Group or individual) are available with James, Paul and Mike Rickman
01858 565377. By arrangement
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BRINGHURST NEWS
GORGEOUS T-TOWEL
ORIGINAL DESIGN BY LOCAL ARTIST
ONLY £5 EACH

The services for December and January will be held on:
Sunday 17th December at 9.00 am and Sunday 21st January at 9.00 am
Sunday 3rd December Advent Carol Service at 6 pm.
with the Great Easton Ladies Choir
All Welcome

AVAILABLE FROM GREAT EASTON STORES, MEDBOURNE SHOP
AND FROM PRESCHOOL

Margaret Stamp
(Churchwarden)

LOVELY CHRISTMAS GIFT!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR
LOCAL PRESCHOOL

DRAYTON NEWS
A village reminder that there will the following services in Drayton Church
Sunday 3rd December at 9.00am - Eucharist Service
Sunday 31st December at 10.45am - United Eucharist Service

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT WI
WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2017
7.30PM
IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Please also note the following Christmas Event:
Sunday 16th December - 6.30pm ‘Come and Sing Carols’
wine and mince pies will be served
A village reminder that there will our January Service will be
Sunday 7th January at 9.00am - Eucharist Service
ALL WELCOME
David Hill - Brookes
(Churchwarden)

‘MAKING A LOVE BOX’

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
December 2017
Sunday 10th December

10.45 am

Gill Irons and Margaret Stamp

January 2018

Pat Nelson will be showing us how to make up a gift box
for family and friends
New members most welcome
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Sunday 14 January 10.45 am
Sunday 28th January 10.45am

Margaret Theakston and Kathy Gibb
Anne Wallis and Maureen Black

If this date is inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone,
or if you have a problem - contact Julia Bowder on T. 01536 771539.
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Gardeners’ Corner
December 2017 / January 2018

Parish Office Opening Hours in December 2017
Just a brief note to confirm that the Parish Office will be open on
Thursday 30th and Friday 1st December
Tuesday 5th and Friday 8th December
Please note that the office will be open as normal on:
Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th December
Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th December
Please accept sincere apologies for any inconvenience this change might cause.
The Parish Office

Great Easton Carol Singing
CAROL SINGING FOR THE CHILDRENS SOCIETY IS ON:
MONDAY, 11th DECEMBER AND WEDNESDAY, 13th DECEMBER IN GREAT EASTON.
MEET AT THE CHURCH AT 7 PM.
Song sheets provided and we are accompanied by Sandra, Lloyd and Jeremy.
ALL WELCOME !

The Parish Magazine
To advertise or to place an article in the magazine please email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
The deadline date for receipt of any article or advert is the 5 th day
of the preceding month.
We cannot guarantee to included articles received after this date.
Please note that all Items for the February Edition
must be received by 9 January for guaranteed inclusion. (Please note later date)
10

By Alistair Peak PGS
We may be moving into a quieter time in the garden but for many this is a lovely
time to be outside, enjoying the low winter sun throwing wonderful light on plant stems and
on seed heads especially if they have frost on.
As this is a joint edition some of the thoughts and jobs can be done either side of the
New Year. If you have a Green House and you use a heater check it regularly to make sure
it is still working correctly. When watering in the Green House avoid splashing too much
water about at this time of the year especially if it’s damp out side, as the plants will not dry
and leave a damp atmosphere which is when Boytris can happen. This is when plants get
grey mould on their leaves. I would suggest to water with a watering can at the base of the
plant so that you can check each plant individually to see if they require watering. You are
best to keep plants on the dryer side at this time of year in G/ Houses. Try and water in the
morning if possible especially if you have got leaves wet they will have time to dry before
the evening and may stay damp over night. If possible open the G/ House if you have a sunny day over the winter as they can warm quickly.
Pruning of certain trees and shrubs e.g. Acers, Betulas (Birch) and Vines really need
pruning before Christmas (ok we are all often busy in December So you could do this whilst
on holiday over Christmas period). The reason is to avoid the plants from “Bleeding” this is
where they start oozing out sap and they can do this easily from January or once the temperature starts rising.
All your stored fruit and Veg needs checking over at least once a week to check for
any that are rotting or are being eaten by rodents.
Just because it’s winter don’t stop looking around your garden you will be amazed
what is growing and the first signs of little green spears will be shooting up, giving us all
hope of the new signs of life. They are most likely to be bulbs of some description.
If you had a real Christmas tree remember to recycle and get it shredded then you
can use it for mulching. When putting away garden sundries for the winter, collect up Hoses
pipes and any watering devises and store them somewhere dry. Whilst we are in winter and
if the weather is not so pleasant make the most of this time checking your tools, that they
are clean, safe to use may be sort out sheds and arrange for them to hang if you have space,
along with Garden Machinery, have them serviced before the spring rush!! Clean pots, trays
and any plant labels that you re-use. Along with any planning or changes you would like to
do over the winter months, check what fertilisers etc you have or will need to get before
the Spring.
Alistair Tip.
Enjoy the winter days where possible, if you have been given a pot Plant for Christmas keep it away from direct heat and do keep it watered. I wish you all a Peaceful
Christmas and Happy Gardening in 2018.
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ABC’s
Tidy Gardens

Great Easton Village
Calendar 2018

Offering a full range of services for
garden maintenance and landscaping.

These unique, local calendars will soon be
available!! They can be purchased from me
or from ‘Great Easton P.O. and Stores’.

A large team of male & female
workers to tackle everything in the
garden, but more importantly
NOT to let you down.

BUY EARLY
FOR CHRISTMAS
ONLY £5.00 …!

We are regularly in your area. For a
winter makeover, tree work, hedges,
fencing (all types), clearance etc,

Proceeds will be donated to the
‘Village Hall Fund’
to assist with the maintenance
of the building.

call Alister on

07815 889992

BUY LOCALLY AND
SUPPORT THE
VILLAGE COMMUNITY!!

NICKY’S IRONING SERVICE
Find ironing a chore,
then why not let me do it for you?
Offering a local village service, based in
Sutton Bassett.
Fast and reliable, in a smoke free environment.
I also stitch on loose buttons and carry out
small repairs.

Holly Wreaths For Sale

Please call 07801 682284.

WE ARE NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR CHRITMAS HOLLY WREATHS
PLAIN @ £8.00 EACH
DOOR @ £10.00 EACH
CROSSES @ £10.00 EACH

DSG Auto Services

For mobile servicing, repairs
and MOT failure work
for all cars and bikes carried
out
Reliable and friendly service
at competitive prices

PLEASE RING ELAINE ON 01536-772581
OR ENQUIRE AT GREAT EASTON VILLAGE SHOP

Dean:01536772622/
07976233262
Email : deano-tvr@hotmail.co.uk

Simon Gladstone
Heating and Plumbing

The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt: http://www.sixsaintscircaholt.org/
Medbourne: http://www.medbourne.org.uk/

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

Gas/Heating Engineer

6 Lounts Crescent, Great Easton
Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Tel: 01536 772620
Mobile: 07977924679

Parish Website Information
Great Easton : http://greateaston.org/
Take a look at the websites above which all have lots of useful information…

5344
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Ashley Snowdrop Walk,
LE16 8HF,
with hot soup in church

Post Office and Village Stores
Open Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
08.00 - 14.00
Sunday
08.00 - 13.00

SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2018

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES, DRY CLEANING,
NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

12 noon - 3.30pm
THE VILLAGE OF ASHLEY IS HOSTING IT'S
BIENIAL SNOWDROP WALK.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

BRING THE FAMILY AND DOGS ON LEADS
WELCOME.
HOT SOUP SERVED IN THE CHURCH.
TEA/COFFEE/CAKES.
events@ashleychurch.co.uk www.ashleyvillage.co.uk

WEDNESDAY CRAFTERNOON!
Bring along your craft project to Great Easton Village Hall and get busy
in convivial company.
Every second Wednesday of the month next session is on:
th

Wednesday 13 December 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Wednesday 10th January 2.00 - 4.00 pm
£2 per session to include tea/coffee and biscuits

Connect Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

List of services: Rewires
New Consumer Units
Test & Inspection/Landlord
Certificates
Extra Lighting & Power
Outdoor Power
Security Lighting
PAT Testing

Fully insured' and 'Part P Approved
For a free friendly quotation please contact Tom.

email: connectelec@yahoo.co.uk
Office: 01858 681326
Mob: 07715 554977

All proceeds to Village Hall Funds.
For more info: contact Alice Murdock - aliz28a@hotmail.com

Advertising in the
Parish Magazine

ALL WELCOME

To advertise in the Parish Magazine please
contact the parish office either via email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
OR T. 01536 660568
(Tuesday / Wednesday 9am - 1pm)
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Ambassador

Oil Heating Services Ltd
Boiler installations
Servicing
Breakdown repair
Tank installations
Aga/Rayburn servicing
and repair
Power flushing
General plumbing

01858
881118

www.ambassadorohs.com
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THE HISTORY OF STOCKERSTON
In 1996 Great Easton Field Work Group carried out fieldwalking in part of Stockerston parish.
Finds including arrowheads and flint tools show that people have been living here since Neolithic times. Near Great Merrible Wood there was a small Iron Age and early Roman settlement. Holyoaks deserted village is in Stockerston parish.
In Domesday Book (1086) Robert de Buci held three corucates in Stockerston from
Countess Judith. He had one plough and two villeins, and a socman had one plough. A corucate was an area of about 160-180 acres – it varied – and a socman was a freeman owing service to a lord. Holyoaks is listed separately.
In 1258 Sir Henry Murdac held the manor, and was patron of a hermitage in Mirabel –
now called Little Merrible Wood. In the fourteenth century the de Boyville family were Lords
of the Manor. In 1466 John de Boyville founded a hospital near the church for a chaplain and
three poor people. The church, dedicated to St Peter, dates from the thirteenth century but
was largely rebuilt in the following century by the de Boyville family.

Back pain? Shoulder pain? Neck pain?
Do you need to see a chiropractor?
I am available for home visits alongside our practice based in
Central Leicester
Call Shaun on 07530919095 or visit our website
valkyriechiropractic.co.uk

Great Easton Good Companions
Instead of our usual village hall meeting, on Thursday December7th members will be going
to the Plough Caldecott for a Christmas lunch, to be held at 12.30 pm.
If you are going by car please
check with your driver for your pick up time. Those travelling on public transport will
need to catch the12.04 bus from the High Street. Don`t forget to bring the money for
your meal as there has been no opportunity to collect it beforehand.

There are two pairs of monumental brasses in the church. One is of John de Boyville
who died in 1467. He is clad in armour so may have fought in the Wars of the Roses. His
widow Isabella is next to him. The other brasses are of Sir Henry Southhill and his wife Anne,
now believed to be the daughter of John de Boyville by his first wife Elizabeth. There are
some medieval stained glass windows, said to be the finest in Leicestershire – one of the
windows was taken to the Victoria & Albert Museum for an exhibition in 2003. The church
has many interesting features, and a booklet is available at the church.
Stockerston Hall was built about 1800 on the site of an older hall demolished in 1797.
Manor Farmhouse dates from the seventeenth century.
Stockerston has never been a large village. Poll tax was paid by fifty-three people in
1377, and forty-seven people in 1381. The population was fifty-six in 1801. Stockerston had
no workhouse. In 1802 four adults and fifteen children were given out relief.
In 1835 it was part of Uppingham Union.
Local Historical Information
Prepared by Anne Wallis

On Thursday January 4th 2018 the committee members will be hosting a winter warmer
soup and nibbles lunch at 2 Pitchers Lane starting at 12.30pm. the usual raffle will
take place but there will be no book exchange.
Meetings are usually held in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of the month
at 2.30 pm and visitors are always welcome.

14

27

Great Easton PO and Stores
As you’ve probably noticed it’s been another year of development for the shop, with the
main focus being on introducing a small café area. We now offer freshly brewed coffee and
will be expanding our offering in coming months (including free Wi-Fi). We’ll also be
reintroducing a gift area, as well as expanding the range of locally-sourced and ‘deli’ lines.
Of course, at this time of the year the post office hits its peak and we aim to keep queues to
a minimum, but a period of waiting may be inevitable. If you have a large number of items to
send but don’t have much time, we do offer a ‘drop and go’ service. Pop in or call for more
details.
We will be taking a short holiday between Christmas and New Year, but it will be business
as usual up to then. We’re now taking orders for meats, veg, cheese, alcohol, etc. for the
festive period – if we don’t stock it, we’ll do our best to source it – and we offer free
delivery for those who can’t get down to the shop.
Please do also come along on Saturday 23rd December at 10.00 for the now-traditional
carols, mince pies and mulled wine.
And we won’t be standing still in 2018, with several ideas currently bubbling away; one of
which will be bringing live music to the village – details coming soon.
We would like to thank everyone for their continued custom and support throughout the
year and wish one and all a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.
Diane and Mark
Christmas opening hours:
Friday 22nd:
Saturday 23rd:
Sunday 24th:

Good News Trust
Rutland team Update

08:00 – 18:00 (post office 09:00 – 17:30)
08:00 – 13:00 (post office 09:00 – 12:30)
09:00 – 12:00

Xmas Day to Jan 1st: Shop and post office closed

Unfortunately the team are having to
close the Rutland Van this Summer due
to insufficient younger people coming
forward to help run the work.

Tuesday 2nd:

When the van closes the team shall be
offering the books to anyone who would
like some for themselves, family or
friends, also to anyone who would like to
set up a Christian Book Library in a
public space such as a Church or
Village Hall.

08:00 – 18:00 (post office 09:00 – 17:30)

Great Easton PO and Stores
6 High Street
Great Easton LE16 8ST
(01536) 770309
greateastonstores@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/gevspo/

Please contact:
Joan Fletcher for more details
T. 01572 821213
26
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ADVENT CAROL
SERVICE

Uppingham School
Chamber Choir

A Celebration of
Christmas

Sunday 3rd December

with carols from the
Harborough Singers
and seasonal readings read by

At 7.00 pm

Sam West

Uppingham School Chapel

St. Dionysius Church
Market Harborough
Saturday 16th December
7.30 pm (doors open at 6.45 pm)
Tickets:

Premier

AUDIO VISUAL INSTALLATIONS
Bespoke Home Audio & Video System
Sonos Music System
Home Cinema Rooms
Nuvo Systems
Bespoke TV Installations
HD Distribution Specialist
Gigaclear
Have you got your super fast broadband installed in your home?
Let Premier Audio distribute this around your house and garden
so that you can have super fast broad band anywhere
not just where your routers are?

Further details from:
Revd James Saunders
chaplain@uppingham.co.uk

£15.00 (centre nave - reserved)
£7.00 (gallery and aisles - unreserved)

Tickets available from:
website: www.harboroughsingers.com
MH Music, 7 St Mary’s Rd, Market Harborough
Email: j.r.balme@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01858 467463

You are invited to a Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday 9th December 2017
from 10.30am until 12 noon in Great Easton Village Hall
Cakes and produce, Christmas decorations, bulbs, raffle, gifts, cards, etc..

SKY Installations
IT Networking Installations
Insurance Work - Meter Testing

Digital and FM DAB Aerials
IRS Installations - CCTV
Multi Pointing

Entrance £2.00 to include tea/coffee and mince pies/homemade biscuits

Everyone welcome
Proceeds in aid of Church funds
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Contact: Wayne Dignum
Telephone: 07939 114074
Email: Wayne@premieraudioleicester.co.uk
45 Glebe Road, Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FH
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Harborough Singers

Christmas in Words & Music

RJM Plasterers
ALL ASPECTS OF
PLASTERING
UNDERTAKEN

Contract
& Private
Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

Over 30 Years Experience
including Lime Mortar

For your free estimate from
your local plasterer call
01536 205005
07712 335 963

Lynn Bradley
Book Keeping Services
Telephone: 01858 434850
Mobile: 0779 064 5449

24

In aid of the Parish Project
An evening of ‘Words & Music’ with the
Harborough Singers in the beautiful surroundings of
St Giles’ Church, Medbourne
Conductor: David Beavan
Accompanist: Andrew King

Sunday 10th December 2017
6.30 pm
See website for further details: www.harboroughsingers.com
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Medbourne cum Holt WI
Medbourne’s WI is the oldest in Leicestershire
They meet in the Village Hall at 7,30 pm on the seond Wednesday of the month. Meetings
feature talks, demonstrations, quizzes and competitions covering a wide variery of subjects.
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 13th December at 7.30 pm

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
If you would like more information about Medbourne WI please conact the President,
Meriel Godfrey
ALL WELCOME
Jenny Sandars
Medbourne cum Holt WI

ON WEDNESDAYS
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GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
The defibrillator and training have now been ordered from the Community Heartbeat Trust
who are installing and maintaining our defibrillator, this should be installed by mid December.
An event will be held to explain how the defibrillator will be accessed and used. Anyone who
would like to enrol for training please contact the clerk, David Gibley 01536 772159 or email
david@webleicester.co.uk'
Dog fouling continues to be a pernicious problem in the village. We would like to remind responsible dog walkers that dog waste can be deposited in the bins around the village (except
for the one outside the shop). Please pick up your dog waste and make use of these bins.
A project to ensure the future of the history societies records, photographs and archaeological resources is being initiated and anyone interested in helping with any aspect of this resource is encouraged to contact the clerk, David Gibley 01536 772159 or email david@webleicester.co.uk.
Flooding within the village is still a priority and we are in contact with the flood authority
engineer who is assessing our situation. We will soon be able to direct resource to alleviate
some of the problems around the various parts of the village susceptible to flooding.
Phil Long, Chair of Great Easton Parish Council

Bringhurst Primary School
Do you know of any children due to start school next year?
Bringhurst Primary has so much to offer young children and has been rated good again at
its recent Ofsted Inspection with many positives highlighted in the report. We also have
had some of the best results in Leicestershire in the last 3 years. Yet not everyone seems
to know where we are and we still have places in our current Reception and in other
school years.
Situated between the villages of Great Easton and Bringhurst, from which we take our
name, is our wonderful village school set in the beautiful Leicestershire countryside. The
school is a member of the David Ross
Education Trust which brings a wealth of enrichment opportunities in sports, music, drama
and the arts.
So come and see us on our Open Day on 17th November at 9.30am, 1.30 pm and 6.30pm;
please phone the office on 01536 770362 to book a visit. Applications for first time admissions need to be made to the local authority by 15th January 2018.
We would also like to invite members of the community to join us at our Christmas Fair
on Friday 8th December 3pm - 5pm and to our Christmas Service in Great Easton Church
on Tuesday 19th December at 2pm.
We would also like to thank anyone who supported our recent MacMillan Coffee morning
where we raised an amazing £470!

Charming Self Catering Cottage
in Drayton
Available for holiday lets or long weekends
For further information contact:
Susan Hill Brookes T. 01858 565171
Email: susanhillbrookes@live.co.uk
www.stablescottage.co.uk

MICHELLE ONGLEY

Sweet Hedges Farm

MACHT

Natural Therapies

Allexton Road, Stockerston
Tea Rooms

Reflexology
Maternity Reflexology
Massage
Aromatherapy Massage
Natural Nutrition Colon Hydrotherapy

Open for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea,
all year round (closed Tuesdays).
Group parties catered for by appointment.

07973 287 361 / 01536 770 610

Tel: 01572 717398

www.HealTheSoul.co.uk
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A note of thanks...
Thank you for your continued support of the Food Bank - Just a reminder that
EVERYTHING DONATED MUST STILL BE IN DATE AND HAVE AT LEAST
3 MONTHS OF SHELF LIFE LEFT.
(Out of date items cannot be distributed and have to be disposed of.)
Thank you once again for your support.
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