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Rector’s Letter
Dec/Jan
2021/22
Christmas for many of us it’s about tradition. Whether by ourselves or with family and
friends we all have our rituals. We love the opportunity to sing familiar carols; to meet as
we are able with the same family and friends; to eat the same comforting food; perhaps to
play the same games; and to indulge in our particular family or individual Christmas rituals.
We might even be so bold as to admit that there may be comfort in having the same
Christmas rows! In church it is good to hear as part of our celebrations of Christmas the
familiar readings from the authorised version of the Bible proclaiming the message of the
coming of the coming of Christ. There is something comforting about familiarity.
But there is always a risk. So too much familiarity can lead us to being blunted to the startling nature of the Christmas story. A divine message of peace on earth from angels to
shepherds on the hillside; an insignificant John couple from a rural backwater blessed in
extraordinary way; wise ones from the east following a star - none of this is the stuff of
every day. The Christmas message surely should startle us at least a little.
That is why it helps periodically to see and hear the story in a new way. As I write, I am preparing something new. This year we have invited Bringhurst Primary School to work with
us on a project new to us. The pups will be invited to visit church in Great Easton to experience the Christmas story and the preparation for it in a new and interactive way. We will
be using materials called ‘Experience Christmas’, originally used in the Diocese of Gloucester. There will be a journey around the building, different stations and activities,
and hopefully a few surprises. My wish is that it will bring the story alive, not just for for
them, but also for some of us, whose ears have perhaps become jaded over time.
This Christmas may we be startled by what the Latin-American theologian Gustavo
Gutierrez referred to as “an interruption smelling of the stable“ in a fresh way which causes us to reflect on our own lives and values.
I look forward to seeing you at our Christmas services this year.
Revd. Stephen Bishop,
Rector

The Parish of Six Saints Circa Holt

Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
Christmas Services 2021
28 November

6.00pm

Advent Carol Service at Bringhurst

2 December

6.15pm

1st Welland Valley Scout Group Carol Service at
Medbourne

5 December

10.45am

United Service at Medbourne with the Bishop of
Leicester Bishop Martyn

11 December
Easton

10.45am

Christingle Service at St Andrew’s Church Great

15 December
erston

7.00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Stock-

18 December

7.00pm

Come and Sing Carols at Drayton Church

19 December

5.30pm
7.00pm

Rehearsal for Carol Service at Great Easton
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Great
Easton

20 December

7.00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by Candle
light at Medbourne

24 December

Christmas Eve
2.00pm
11.30pm

Children’s Crib Service at Medbourne
Midnight Mass at Great Easton

Christmas Day
9.00am
10.45am

Christmas Eucharist at Blaston
Christmas Eucharist at Medbourne

25 December

26 December

No Service

2 January

First Sunday of Christmas – Kept as Epiphany
10.45am

United Eucharist at Drayton
CAROL SINGING
in aid of the Children’s Society

Will take place on Monday 6 December and Wednesday 8 December at 7.00 pm - Great Easton
Please note that the full programme of December services is displayed in the December parish magazine and on the
church notice boards.
Further information can also be seen on the parish website: www.sixsaintscircaholt.org

A Note
From The Secretary

The Harvest Service and Sale on Sunday, 17th October were well attended. The
Raffle was very popular and raised much needed funds for St Peters. Thanks to
Julia Dickson for organising the raffle, to all who provided produce and manned
the stalls at the sale. The church looked beautiful, thank you to Anita Bray for
preparing the church, to all who decorated and to Ian Duncan and Lukasz
Adamek for their support.
Carol Service – New date
St Peter’s Stockerston will now host the Stockerston and Blaston Christmas Carol
Service on Wednesday, 15th December at 7pm, to be followed by drinks at
Stockerston Hall. Everyone is very welcome.
For those decorating the church is would be helpful if all decorations are completed by noon on Wednesday, 15th December.

Blaston Harvest Festival was a well-attended thanksgiving service of musical
evensong on 10 October. Afterwards, the generous offerings of foodstuff
used to decorate parts of the church were given to the food bank operating
out of Hallaton.
The 5-yearly inspection of the church building was done on 6 October. The
architect’s report shows several minor repairs need doing soon. John Lane
has already kindly agreed to clear the down pipes from the storeroom roof.
The other work and the electrical system tests due will need outside tradesmen, but are within our financial resources. If the electrical system needs
work after the tests, that might be a problem, but it could be the opportunity
to introduce an efficient modern electrical heating system.
On 31 October a united parish communion service for All Saints was held at
Blaston. The church was completely full and everyone sang lustily. Many
memorial candles were lit by those present wishing to show their remembrance of their departed loved ones.
Family on Duty Reminder: December: All village together
January:

Blaaberg family
WJBC

Help make our magazine reach all ages within our community. We would welcome articles about what is available within our parish, village news , clubs
and societies.

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
December 2021
Sunday 12th 10.45 a.m The Ash family
Sunday 26th
No service
January 2022
Sunday 9th
Sunday 25th

10.45 a.m.
10.45 a.m.

Gill Irons & Margaret Stamp
Vicki Barribal & Julia Bowder

If any of these dates are inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone, or if you have a problem contact Julia Bowder on 01536 771539.

St Andrews Church Great Easton
There has been a very positive feedback
about the appearance of the church yard as a
whole and the show of roses throughout the
summer. A big thank you is therefore due to
all those on the ‘rosebed’ and ‘grass mowing’
Rita’s as well as Lorraine Robbins for all their
efforts during the summer.
David Gibb

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
There will be no meeting in December, so
we wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas, and look forward to seeing
everyone again in the New Year.
Our AGM will be at the Village Hall on
Wednesday, 26th January, at 7.30pm.
Because of ongoing precautions, the
evening will not include refreshments,
but there will be a talk to follow once
AGM business is concluded.

Please note this will be a short service of the
word and will not include Holy Communion.

Medbourne Village Stores & Post Office
All of us at the shop would like to say a very big thank you to all of our regulars, who have
continued to support us both during, and after the lockdowns, without whom, the village
shop just couldn't survive. We are so grateful to you all for enabling us to continue to provide a much needed service, which goes beyond bread and butter, particularly to those
who are vulnerable and rely so heavily on the village shop. Passing trade is of course extremely important, but it is the local support from Medbourne, its surrounding villages and
regular customers who travel a good distance because of the service we provide, which
keeps the shop door open. If you are new to the village why not pop in to say hello and find
out what we do.
A couple of order dates for your diary.
Joseph Morris butchers for fresh meat, pork pies etc - orders no later than Monday December 13th for collection on Thursday 23rd December
Fresh fruit and vegetables - orders no later than Wednesday December 22nd for collection
Thursday 23rd or Christmas Eve
Bread and Mince pies - orders no later than Wednesday December 22nd for collection on
Christmas Eve
Whole hams and cheeses - orders no later than Friday December 17th for collection after
Tuesday December 21st.
Thank you also to everyone who has been taking part in the jigsaw swap. It has been a
huge success, particularly during the lockdowns. We aren’t sure of the exact amount we
have raised because lots of people also add their loose change but we know it is in the hundreds for Air Ambulance and the Poppy Appeal. We don’t have as many jigsaws as we did
because they were taking over the stock room but we still have some if you fancy doing a
puzzle, just £1 in the charity box!

Contact : secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

We had a phone call from the National Lottery recently, to say that the Lottery sales from
our office donated £34,000.00 to good causes in the last few years!
Everyone in the shop has worked ridiculously hard these past 2 years, we thought we
worked hard before the pandemic... but we actually had no idea!! It is an amazing team,
they all go above and beyond what they need to do every time they work, supporting
each other and customers. The shop wouldn't be the success it is without good people
working there and I'm proud to say we have the best.
With Christmas falling at the weekend this year it has created lots of extra Bank Holidays,
because of this we are going to take advantage of only needing to close for 2 and a half
extra days to allow ourselves a well deserved break! Our baker is not delivering at all between Christmas and New Year which has also helped us to come to this decision. We
hope you will not feel too inconvenienced by our short closure. We will be closing at 12.30
on Christmas Eve and will reopen our doors as normal at 8am on Tuesday January 4th.
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Kerry, Jo, Mim, Gaylene, Jane and Imogen.

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT WI
Regrettably the intended talk at our meeting on 13th October was unable to take place but
were most fortunate in securing a last minute acquisition of Len Holden who gave us a
talk on Leicestershire Witchcraft in the 17th Century. He told us about two prominent cases of miscarriages of justice, one from Husbands Bosworth in1616 and a second from Belvoir Castle in 11618 that came to the assizes
At our meeting on 10th November will have already have taken place by this time, but the
following meeting on 8th December will see the Cocktail Shaker Boys coming to give us
ideas for celebrations over Christmas and the New Year.
Any new member who would like to join us for any of our meetings will be most welcome,
especially anyone from Great Easton now that their group has closed.

Everyone at Pre-school is so much looking forward to Christmas and all the fun that it
brings.
We have a busy schedule up until the end of our term – we are learning about hibernating
animals, making air-dry clay hedgehogs with spikes, starting to talk about winter and the
changing seasons and of course we will be decorating the lovely Christmas tree in St Giles
Church Medbourne as well as holding our much-anticipated Christmas-themed performance (all Covid pending) when all the children dress up, sing Christmas songs and enjoy
themselves. There will also be a much-anticipated festive visit from Singing Sally – all the
children love her sessions.
During the new term in January we will be talking about how we can help the birds and
wildlife in our gardens during the winter; and we will start to explore our Polar Landscapes
and learn about the animals which live there. We always enjoy introducing the children to
the topic of caring for the planet. Many of them already know about this – which is so
positive coming from the under 5s.
Happy Christmas and New Year to everyone in our villages from all the staff and children.

If you’d like to get in touch please do email medbourneplaygroup@gmail.com or see our
website.

If you belong to a local club or society, or indeed would like to submit an article please do get in touch. Copy must be received no later than the 5th of the
month. Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

The Christmas Fairya tradition explained
by Colin Smith
It had been a tiresome year
And Santa was feeling sad
The elves had been naughty
Their workmanship was bad
He tried to hire some goblins
To supplement his stock
But they were worse than ever
And only watched the clock
What could he do to save the day
To please the girls and boys
His wife to the rescue came
To make lots of lovely toys
My dear, she said in her loving way
Be like my favourite store
Be kind to your workers
And they will work some more
So he sacked the wicked goblins
And made partners of his elves
Then they worked twice the speed
And soon they stocked his shelves

At last he felt he could relax
It was all he could desire
He sipped a glass of parsnip wine
Beside a blazing fire
His reverie was rudely broken
By a knocking at the door
Who could that be calling here?
At this unearthly hour
It was a grumpy Santa
To enquire what was wrong
It was a very little person
Who sang this happy song
I am your Christmas fairy
My name is Tinkerbell
Make a wish, I’ll wave my wand
And cast a magic spell.
For you, I’ve got a Christmas tree
I cut it from a thicket.
I’ll dress it with silver bells
Then tell me where to stick it.
And that my dear friends
Is how it came to be
Of putting a little fairy
On top the Christmas tree.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed over the years to help keep
our Parish Magazine going. With out the support of you all we really
wouldn’t be here!
Email:secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

DECEMBER/JANUARY 2021/2022
BY ALISTAIR PEAK
We close another year, which for many has been very testing. I hope you have all
found some solace in your gardens, allotments or even just being outside being one with
nature and all things green. Though this can be for many a tough time of year with less day
light hours and more darkness, I hope you can get some enjoyment form your gardens
even in the depths of winter, if it’s any consolation we are just going pass the shortest day
of the year and spring may seem a long way off though many of the first of the magical
bulbs will start to appear with Aconites and snowdrops showing their heads.
There’s still time to get outside and do clearing up of the final leaves, if they are left
on your borders/lawns the plants will struggle to get light/water down to their roots, I
know herbaceous die down but many layers of leaves can also harbour slugs/snails to
name a but a few pests. On the lawn it’s not uncommon for there to be piles of leaves
which will kill off the turf. Finally get the leaves off any hard surfaces as these to can be
very slippery as well. Try and collect the leaves and put on your compost heap and mix
them in and not just leave it as a layer otherwise it will take a long time to decompose especially if the leaves are dry, you will notice when you come to dig out the compost heap
the dry layers of leaves. I know we are told to mix up your compost heaps on a regular basis but in practice this is not always practical, just try and get a good mixture of green material eg plants to brown waste which can be cardboard/paper.
With “climate change” very much the catch phrase of the year, have you thought how
you might do your bit for the Environment within your garden? How about recycling your
plastics, if you grow plants you can use any plastic containers for seed sowing or even for
potting up. As long as you clean the containers first put a few holes in the base you can recycle again and again. How about using drinks bottles as mini watering vessel, eg if you put
a little hole in the cap, if you fill up the bottles and turn them upside down and put it in the
soil next to the plant it will water the plants slowly as the water comes out the hole.
Christmas Trees, do you go for a real one or an artificial, we have both and the smell
of the real one is amazing, here comes the “but” they are a living plant so keep them watered when they are indoors, ensure you cut off the bottom 2 inches when you have got it
home and leave it out doors in a water container and only bring it in at the last possible
point. Keep them in a cool spot, if possible, away for direct heat. On the twelfth night what
do you do with your tree once you have eaten all the chocolates off the tree, there are

many places that will shred them for a fee and then the chippings can be used as mulch,
try avoid leaving them to fester in your garden, however they can be cut up and used to
prevent animals from digging up your borders or even placed over your vegetable plots to
stops birds also digging the seedlings.
Take time to check ties on plants whether on stakes or walls to ensure that the plants
are secure. When climbing roses are in full flow in the summer if you don’t have room to
tie them up as there are no wires to attach them, now is a good time to attach some extra
wires whilst you have time as in the summer, we are all very busy and will find it difficult
to do.
Alistair Tip:
Take time to recharge your batteries over the winter months but do a little and often and
you will be amazed what you can achieve. May I wish you all a Happy and peaceful Christmas and see you all in 2022.
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Medbourne Post Office and
Village Stores
Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday

08.00 - 14.00

Sunday

08.00 - 13.00

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES, DRY CLEANING,
NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.
Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB

Telephone: 01858 565928

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-3pm
Sunday 9am—12pm
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