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Like many, I found myself somewhat surprised by recent comments by His Holiness Pope
Francis, a man I admire enormously for the openness and spirit of inclusivity which he has
brought to his office. His remarks about the ‘selfishness’ of couples who regard their pets
as surrogate children (rather than ‘selflessly’ having children, in keeping with a traditional
understanding of marriage as being primarily concerned with procreation) seemed rather
out of keeping for a man who does done so much to broaden our understanding and vision
of the breadth of God’s love. In a sermon responding to the Pope’s thoughts, the Very Reverend Andrew Nunn, Dean of Southwark, contended that our contemporary understanding
of marriage has, necessarily, changed. He said:
‘Many couples want children, some don’t, some can’t. But what most couples, whatever
the relationship looks like, whoever it is made up of, will have a lot of love and that needs
to be expressed beyond themselves. I have very close friends for whom nieces, nephews
and godchildren are their children, for whom pets are a source of love and support. These
people, in my experience, are anything but selfish. It is just too easy to think, when you see
a little dog’s head emerging from a designer handbag as you make your way along Bond
Street that this is a surrogate baby and the person whose handbag and pet is in is inherently selfish.’
I would add that I see strong forms of love of different kinds in individuals, couples and
families which have a very different aspect to them. I am led to conclude that what really
matters to me is to learn to discern and appreciate different kinds of love wherever they
are present.
As I write, I have the Feast of St Valentine in mind. Traditionally, this has become associated with romantic love, a love which CS. Lewis, in his significant work, The Four Loves, identified as Eros - an erotic bond. But Lewis outlined a further three forms of love, namely,
Storge, an empathic relationship; Philia, a relationship characterised by friendship; And
Agape - a love which is Divine and unconditional in nature. It strikes me that, in a spirit of
seeking to broaden our understanding of love and to celebrate it’s existence wherever we
find it, that we could do far worse than to use The Feast of St. Valentine as an opportunity
to celebrate all four of Lewis’s kinds of love, perhaps adding a yet-nameless category
( would Fromm’s term biophilia work here?) to cover more precisely the love and care of

all creation, including those highly-valued pets. This would seem, to me at least, to be
more in keeping with the spirit of Jesus himself, who urged his followers to consider the
lilies, and spoke of the value attached by his Heavenly Father to a single sparrow falling.
Ultimately, to broaden our vision of relationships and of God’s love is to recognise our oneness with each other, with all creation, and with God who is the source and spring of live.
O God, in accepting one another wholeheartedly, fully, completely, we accept you, and we
thank you, and we adore you, and we love you with our whole being, because our being is
your being, our spirit is rooted in your spirit. Fill us then with love, and let us be bound together with love as we go our diverse ways, united in this one spirit which makes you present in the world, and which makes you witness to the ultimate reality that is love. Love has
overcome. Love is victorious. - Thomas Merton (1915-1968)

Stockerston and Blaston held a combined Service of Carols and Readings on 15th December. The church looked beautiful, thanks to all who decorated and very particular thanks to
Marianna Dickson for singing.
The next service is on Sunday, 27th February at 9am. Thank you to Priscilla Nicholson for
preparing the church.
Lent lunch will be held on Friday, 4th March at Stockerston Hall - all very welcome.

If you belong to a local club or society, or indeed would like to submit an
article please do get in touch. Copy must be received no later than the
8th of the month.
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

A Note
From The Secretary
A note for all villages in our Parish.
The Mobile Library visits our villages on the second Monday of the month
(10 January, 14 February, 14 March…), making several stops along the way. This is such a
valuable service and one that we would like to continue to support. With so many new
people and young families in our villages it would be wonderful to introduce new people
and keep this running for us all.
Please see times and stops below:
Medbourne Marlow Court 10.30 -10.45
Medbourne Old School Centre 10.50 -11.10
Drayton Main Street 11.20 -11.30
Bringhurst Grass Triangle 11.40 -11.50
Great Easton Clarksdale/Barnsdale 12.00- 12.25
Great Easton Moulds Lane/Pitchers Lane 12.30 -13.10
Stockerston Grass Triangle 13.55 -14.10
Blaston Woodbine Cottages 14.45 -15.00

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
February 2022
Sunday 13th

10 .45.a.m

Mary Henniker-Major & Kathy Gibb

Sunday 27th

10.45.am.

Eric & Flick Craven

If any of these dates are inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone, or if you have a
problem contact Julia Bowder on 01536 771539.

Many thanks to all who supported our Christmas coffee morning December.
It was lovely to see so many people together once more enjoying the stalls and chatting
over coffee and mince pies.
We were so lucky to have Farther Christmas with us this year and the Valley Voice Choir
whose beautiful carol singing added to the festive spirit. Huge thanks to them and everyone
who helped.
We are delighted to have raised £960 that will to go towards maintaining our beautiful
church which we all enjoy having in our village.

Last year we thought how very nice it would be if we could have another series of lunches
during Lent this year. It’s been such a long time since the whole parish has been able to
meet up informally and it seems to me that it is especially important that we should try to
re-establish these lunches now so that we can all connect with each other again and help
us feel part of a bigger picture. I, for one, have really missed them. I like being able to chat
to people who I may hardly see at other times of the year. A nod of recognition across the
aisle of a church isn’t quite the same. Of course, since the PCC decided to pursue the idea,
Covid has again reared its head and perhaps the idea of such gatherings and of sharing
food might not seem sensible to everyone. But at least it is not illegal and we are proceeding with the idea in the hope that, by the beginning of March, we might all feel comfortable
with getting together.
There may well be people in our villages who don’t know what on earth I am talking about.
Lent lunches are held on Fridays throughout Lent. Absolutely everyone is welcome. You
don’t need to tell anyone in advance that you are going to turn up. There is no charge but
a donation on the day is very welcome. The money raised goes towards the Parish Project
(more on this in the March magazine). The lunch itself is very simple, basically bread and
cheese, sometimes with a bowl of soup. They are intended to be a gentle part of our preparation for Easter, a reminder that we are actually in Lent. But there’s no preaching, just
the opportunity for lots of chat.
The lunches start at 12.30 but turning up at 1.00 is fine too. It’s all pretty relaxed. I have to
thank some very kind people who instantly agreed to be this year’s hosts. This is a list of
the venues:
March 4th

Catherine Nicholson (01572 823204)
Stockerston Hall, LE15 9JS

March 11th

Nini Murray-Philipson (01858 555233)
The Cottage, Blaston, LE16 8DE

March 18th

Louise Newton in Drayton OR Mary Henniker-Major in Gt. Easton
(to be confirmed in the March magazine)

March 25th

Louise Newton in Drayton OR Mary Henniker-Major in Gt. Easton

April 1st

Medbourne Church

April 8th

Clare Colacicchi (01536 772407)
Castle View Farm, Bringhurst, LE16 8RJ

Please do think about coming to one or all the lunches. We will keep a close eye on what is
happening around us with regard to infection and listen to all the advice and we will notify
people if there have to be any changes. Please do ring me if you would like any more information or if you have any views about the idea in general or if you want confirmation,
nearer the time, about whether any particular lunch is going ahead.
Mary Henniker-Major
(01536 770320)

Permissive Paths at Rectory Farm
Over the past few months an increasing amount of people have been walking off the
marked permissive paths at Rectory Farm and walking with dogs off leads. We have had
lambs chased and dogs running along hedgerows off the paths, flushing out ground
nesting birds and disturbing wildlife. The paths were closed for a week in January to improve signage and remind members of the pubic to please keep dogs on a lead.
We do hope walkers will respect the paths and join us in protecting the wildlife and livestock on the farm. Thank you to the many walkers who walk and enjoy the paths responsibly.
Please stick to the signed paths and keep all dogs on leads. The paths are provided to the
village by our family for people to enjoy and are permissive paths, not a public right of
way.
We do hope walkers can respect the rules to prevent them from closing in the future.

Philip Johnson & Daughters
Rectory Farm, Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8SN

Great Easton Recreation Ground
Adult Fitness Equipment, Zip Wire and Covered Area
At the end of last year Great Easton Parish Council signed the funding agreement with the
FCC Communities Foundation that will provide the funding for the new equipment which
will be installed on Clarke’s Piece in the Spring. The money from FCC provides about 90%
of the cost of the installation and the Parish Council provides the balance. The completion
of this stage of the project enabled the Parish Council to confirm its contract with local
company Wicksteed for the supply and installation of all the equipment.
The next stage of the project is to agree, in consultation with the recreation ground committee, the exact location of the fitness equipment, zip wire and the pavilion/covered area. After that we wait for Wicksteed to complete manufacture and start the installation
and the promise of skipping the gym and getting fit in the sunshine!
Details of what is being installed can be found on the Parish Council’s website where regular updates on progress will also appear.

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Wednesday, 23rd February
7.30 pm Village Hall
Andrew Brown of Caldecott
Local farmer and past High Sheriff of Rutland
County Councillor Andrew Brown, whose family has been farming in the Welland valley
for over three hundred years, will be talking to us about his farm at Caldecott, and about
his experience as a past High Sheriff of Rutland
Visitors are always warmly welcome to our relaxed and informative meetings for only £2
entrance fee. Please note that due to ongoing precautions, seating is spaced and refreshments are not available.

We are pleased to report that we raised over £600 carol singing around Great Easton before Christmas. Along with the Christingle service collection we have sent £683 to The
Children’s Society. A big thank you to the carol singers and collectors, Lloyd, Sandra and
Sue for accompanying us with their brass instruments and to all the people of Great
Easton who gave so generously to this very worth cause. It was great fun and I hope in December 2022 we will be able to persuade a few more people to join us! Singing carols is
always a special part of the lead up to Christmas.
With grateful thanks,
Kathy Gibb

Please note this will be a short service of the
word and will not include Holy Communion.

Happy New Year from Medbourne Parish Council. As the relatively newly appointed Chair
of the Council, (middle of last year) this Magazine and the New Year provide the opportunity for a short introduction of myself, a brief explanation of Parish Council work and
also, a snapshot of ongoing initiatives.
My name is Seb Kendall and although I am currently a serving member of the Royal Air
Force, I am soon to retire after 38 years of service. I have served in a variety of operational, staff and command appointments in the UK Germany and the USA and have seen operational service in Belize, the Former Republic of Yugoslavia, The Falkland Islands, Sierra
Leone, Kuwait, Iraq and Afghanistan. Having loved the variety of roles, the travel, adventure and excitement that a full career in the military brings, I am now looking forward
with equal passion to the excitement and variety that can come with retirement! I moved
to Medbourne with my wife Jo and three children in 2011 however my Service commitments have precluded my ability to engage fully with village life throughout most of that
time; a situation that changed overnight when prompted (‘voluntold’) by my wife last
year, I applied for a vacant position on the Parish Council.
To the uninitiated the breadth and depth of what the Council does and has responsibility
for is remarkable. In short, it is the first tier of government and is ran by predominantly
unpaid, volunteers who give up a significant amount of their time to ensure the smooth
running of a multitude of things that make up the fabric of the village, and hopefully incrementally overtime, improve aspects of village life. Crucially, we are that vital interface
between the village and the next level of Government which in our case is Harborough
District Council (HDC) and beyond that, Leicestershire County Council (LCC), whose remit,
resources and responsibilities are far greater than ours. Nevertheless, as the Parish Council we have the detailed and nuanced understanding that serves to shape and influence
activities that directly affect us but are outside of our immediate responsibilities. Headline activities include commenting on all planning matters in the village - an activity underpinned by the excellent Medbourne Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Council also liaise with and report matters to LCC Highways on all matters to do with roads, pathways
and trees etc. Furthermore, we have a role in supporting and participating with a number
of village organisations such as The Sports and Social Club (whose subordinate clubs operate on Parish Council owned land), the Medbourne Educational Foundation Trust (MEFT –
Contactpart
: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
responsible for a significant
of the sports field and the playpark) and The Village Hall.

As you can probably imagine, this list is not exhaustive.
A selection of current initiatives include taking measures to improve the adherence by motorists to the village speed limits. You may have noticed the recent installation of village
‘gates’ on the Ashley, Drayton, Hallaton and Uppingham Roads. This work will be completed later this year when the gates will be painted white. Work is ongoing to provide radar
activated speed signs on all approaches to the village and we are also liaising with LCC
Highways to see if the village speed limit signs can be re-positioned to improve speed limit
adherence in the village. Some of you may have noticed the poor condition of the wooden
railing over the Packhorse Bridge, the council is working with LCC Highways to get these
replaced as soon as possible with new railings that preserve the aesthetic and historic importance of the bridge. Additionally, there are also a number on ongoing consultations
with the HDC Planning regarding ongoing and proposed developments in the village such
as the Nevill Arms, the 41A Main Street development and the proposed development sites
on the Ashley and Hallaton Roads.
The Parish Council typically meets on the first Monday of each month at 7:45PM in the Village Hall. Village Parishioners are always very welcome to attend and have a designated
item on the standing agenda when they can raise issues and make comment under
‘Representations from the Public’. The dates/times of the meetings are occasionally subject to change and sometimes unavoidably at short notice (especially given the current
Pandemic circumstances) and it is always best to check the Village Website before attending.
Currently as Chair I am joined by Councillors Sheelagh Shaen-Carter, Lyn Easton, James
Oakes and Michelle Wooton. The Council Clerk is Martin Field and we are superbly supported in all of our activities by our District Councillor Mike Rickman. We look forward to
seeing you at the next meeting!
Yours Sincerely
Seb Kendall OBE

1st Welland Valley Scout Group based in Medbourne are seeking out new
Scout leaders and assistant leaders.
We provide fun, friendship and adventure for over 75 young people from age 6
-14 each week. We have lost some adult volunteer leaders through the pandemic and meanwhile the number of youth members has increased! So we
need extra support from new adult volunteers.
If you're not sure who we are, we're the ones that bring you Santa's sleigh to
the surrounding villages.
Scouting is such a fantastic way of helping to guide our youth and teach them
new skills for life whilst also having fun and learning new things ourselves.
If you have ever thought you might like to get involved NOW is the time to get
in touch, we are in need of some "new blood" with an enthusiasm for scouting
principles. It doesn't matter whether you have children in the Scouts or if you
were ever a scout, all you need is a keen interest and some enthusiasm.
Scouting is a constantly evolving movement but we still work towards badges
and like camping. Scouting is more popular now than ever.
Zoe, one of our recent adult volunteers, explained that while she only stepped
forward to ensure sessions could continue for her son in beavers, she now
looks forward to this hour a week as a complete change and worthwhile practical activity in comparison to her stressful day job. We know that volunteering is
good for you.
Full leader training, support and a uniform are provided for free. All volunteers
must complete a DBS check (also free) and have a formal chat with the appointments team. Applicants must be over 18.
If you're not sure, just get in touch and let's have a chat anyway, there is nothing to lose. Who knows it could be your next great adventure?
Contact Debbie
Email dc@harboroughscouts.org.uk
07985 723987

We’ve all enjoyed welcoming the children back to another busy and fun term.
At the start of February we celebrated Chinese New Year. Several of the children helped
make our Chinese dragon and everyone joined in with the dragon dance and we learned
how to say Happy New Year in Chinese! As part of our celebration the children had the
chance to try some Chinese food – including noodles, crackers and sauces.
We’ve also been making some elephants from milk bottles - these are great fun to make
and the children are able to take their animals home to share with family. This activity has
tied in with our ‘sound of the week’. The children have experimented with mixing paint
colours – resulting in a very colourful herd!
Finally we are starting to turn our minds to Spring. We are looking forward to spending
more time outside, watching out for trees showing signs of new life, spring flowers, birds,
squirrels and insects. The bulbs we all enjoyed planting at the end of last year are also
starting to show and the pots will be on display outside the Village Hall before long.

The Hollow Nature Area Winter/Spring 2022 update.
The Hollow nature area has been dressed for winter with its berries, fruits and seeds
hanging from many of the trees and bushes, ready for the birds, mammals, and insects
which will feast on them during the cold dark days of winter. Whilst on the ground the fallen leaves provide a warm blanket over the spring bulbs to both protect and encourage
them to give us the first signs of longer warmer days. The leaves will also provide a warm
habitat to help the insects and worms to survive the winter, providing of course, that he
thrushes and blackbirds don’t find them as they rummage about on the ground looking

for a meal.
The shallow water area at the Hollow had dried out during the autumn but the heavy winter rain falling on the fields off the Hallaton Road has found its way through the ditches
and drains into both of the ponds, adding sediments and colour to the water and priming
it for the toad and frog spawn which will appear soon. The wet period over Christmas gave
way to a very mild spell which has fooled the snowdrops and spring bulbs into making and
early appearance.
A buzzard has been making regular visits to the Hollow where it sits quietly in one of the
larger trees trying to look like a dead branch. There is usually a red kite somewhere about
floating over the playing fields and of course there are sightings of a kestrel and a sparrow
hawk but none of this raptor presence seems to reduce the large numbers of finches and
tits that are visiting the feeding station. The winter migrating redwings, fieldfares and
thrushes were late arriving but they soon set about removing the berries from the bushes
before moving on to fresh feeding grounds. The kingfisher and the otter have been seen
but less frequently than in past years.
Winter maintenance work at the Hollow has been carried out by Bryan and Gareth, where
they have been reducing the height of the trees beneath the power lines which cross the
site. The rota of bird feeders keeping the small birds well fed has changed because long
standing team members, Julia and Pat have stepped back for the time being but have been
replaced this winter by three more volunteers.
Even though winter weather can be with us well into March, it is great fun identifying the
signs of spring as they appear and I don’t mean just the spring bulbs and the frog spawn.
The rooks are one of the first birds to nest and they can be seen and heard on any sunny
day attending to the repairs of last year’s nests. Another early nesting bird is the Mistle

Queens Platinum Jubilee.
Trees February 2022
By Alistair Peak
February the 6th 2022 is a special date for the Queen as it’s the start of her Platinum Jubilee Year. Thinking of how many trees she has had the pleasure to plant in her
lifetime the number must be high. We are so lucky when we move around our villages or
countryside to see a great selection of trees that have been planted. The big question is
always “when is the best time to plant a tree” The answer is “Yesterday” in that you
should get on and plant it as soon as possible.
To purchase your tree can be done either bare rooted or from a pot. Bare rooted trees
are normally planted during the dormancy season ie October/November to March,
these tend to be cheaper to purchase as they are literally purchased without soil around
their roots whereas pot grown trees can be planted all year as long as the ground is not
water logged or frozen. Here is my list of trees that can be grown in most size gardens,
do some research and see what you prefer and check your soil conditions and the aspect, always remember not to plant close to buildings as the could cause problems with
roots. Always remember to research all aspects of a tree before embarking on purchasing and planting. When planting remember preparing the planting hole make sure it is
square and has plenty of space don’t try and cram the roots in, ensure you loosen the
bottom of the hole and add some Bone Meal as this well aid roots to get established. It’s
important that you water regularly for the first couple years during dry spells to help get
the tree established.
Your garden does not have to be the only place to plant a tree Why not think about
planting in your village/community/school/work for this wonderful lady. If planting is not
done immediately why not have a think with any of the above places and make an event
of it.

Small Garden:
Malus “Red Sentinel”, this is a red crab apple which has white flowers in the spring followed by clusters of red shinny fruits which hang on well on to the winter and look great
with winter sun on it.
Pyrus Salicifoila Pendula, (Ornamental Pear) This has lovely grey narrow leaves with
white blossom and sometimes small fruit (not grown for its fruit). They can either be
grown to cascade down to the ground or kept clipped into a mushroom shape it certainly
can add some great statue to your garden as a specimen plant or contrast well next to
purple plants.
Medium Garden:
Prunus Serrula (Tibetan Cherry) This certainly is one of my top 5 plants I would always
have in a garden, it may be a slow grower with narrow willow like leaves and white blossom, once it loses the leaves the main attribute shows of this the lovely shiny mahogany
bark, it can be a number of years before the bark is really shinny. If you see a mature one
you will feel you must give a stroke or hug the bark is amazing.
Crataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia’(Hawthorn), this is superb tree having spreading habit
with white blossom with green leaves followed by amazing autumnal colour and last but
not least, the red berries which hang on after leaf fall well into the new year, what could
not be better for your garden, just watch out for the long thorns.
Large Country Garden:
Cedrus Libani (Cedar of Lemon) these certainly look graceful when they have grown, you
only have to have watched any period drama and see these growing in the estate gardens, being evergreen and having amazing horizontal branches, forgot to mention the
cones are great especially if you are into Christmas decorations.
Fagus Sylvatica Purpurea (Purple Beech) Another great tree to plant if given the space to
grow to their full potential, these have amazing rich purple leaves that will hold on well
into the Autumn. If you wish to grow plants under neath they will struggle as the density
of the canopy means that no water and light will get through along with the dense layer
of leaf matter.
Acer Campestre( Field Maple) This is often seen in mixed hedgerows, though growing it
as a single specimen is a great tree, it has lovely green leaves from spring to late summer
then in Autumn the touch paper is lit and you see an amazing golden show. Even in winter the stems and Bark may be light brown but will get darker with age. The Bark can
take on a corky look.
Prunus avium (Wild Cherry) A native tree with a rounded head showing of small white
flowers followed by copper leaves then turn green and finish with a red and gold colour
in the Autumn. They are not fussy about soil conditions; they do produce small red cherries which are bitter to humans, but birds are happy to eat them.

Happy Planting everyone, we need to look forward to the next selection of
trees for future generations to enjoy.
Alistair Peak

A Walk in the Woods
by Jon Allen
It has been snowing. The paths are hidden beneath a thick white blanket. I’m not concerned – I have known and loved this wood since childhood. It is three O’clock in the afternoon of Christmas eve. The light is beginning to fade now. To my left, I can see two scruffy
teenagers. One of them reminds me of myself at that age. They are trying to light cigarettes but their matches don’t seem to stay alight. At last, a puff of smoke signals success.
They turn away from me and disappear amongst the trees.
I continue my walk. The naked silver birches reach elegantly towards the grey sky. I disturb
a pair of pigeons, hidden in an oak. Their wings clatter as they escape. I feel I ought to
apologise.
Of course, none of this is actually happening. My reality is that I am 87 years old and confined to bed in a nursing home on the south coast. I won’t bore you with my list of illnesses. Suffice to say my marbles are mostly present but the engine and running gear are beyond repair.
The home was lovely at first. My regular carer, Vicky, was a diamond. Visits from family
and friends were a frequent and delightful tonic. Even the grub was good. I knew I didn’t
have long – but I can honestly say life was still worth living.
Then things changed. The government response to a virus was both brutal and unprecedented. Visits no longer happened. Masks turned smiling carers into faceless zombies.
Cooked food was replaced with some sort of fast-food takeout. Eventually, Vicky had to
tearfully explain that she had been sacked.
So now I spend my days amongst my memories. A line of beech trees indicates the path I
must take. Two lovers, hand in hand, stroll dreamily in the other direction. Their black Labrador bounces happily beside them, occasionally darting into the trees in a forlorn squirrel
chase. My path takes me away from them, back towards the road.
The old wooden bus shelter was replaced with aluminium and glass back in the eighties.
Somehow, it still manages to retain a memory of laughter and foolish liaisons.
Sorry, but I don’t think I want to go any further. I feel cold. Perhaps I’ll just sit in the bus
shelter for a while and rest my eyes. I don’t want to go back to reality. You go on ahead. I’ll
be fine.
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