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I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to
your service... But I shall not have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you
join in it with me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support will be unfailingly given. God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of you who are willing to share in
it.
Princess Elizabeth, 21 April 1947
When I spoke to you last... I asked you all, whatever your religion, to pray for me on the
day of my Coronation - to pray that God would give me wisdom and strength to carry out
the promises that I should then be making... I have been uplifted and sustained by the
knowledge that your thoughts and prayers were with me.
Her Majesty the Queen, Coronation Day, 2 June 1953
O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and the Life,
we give you thanks for your servant Elizabeth our Queen.
May she ever be provided with all she may need
for her ministry among us, strengthened to meet every demand
which her office may make,
and in all things nourished by your word and example,
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit live and reign,
world without end. Amen.
Coronation Prayer of Thanksgiving (adapted)

Come and celebrate with us at our Jubilee Services:
Friday 3rd June 2pm Church of St Giles, Medbourne
Sunday 5th June 11am Church of St Andrew, Great Easton

Have you ever wondered what clergy do when faced with a difficult passage on which to
preach? Do we change the lectionary, invite a guest preacher or ask an experienced layreader to
deliver a sermon? I tend to try to grasp the nettle, even if it is Mark 13…In general terms, for Anglicans, the language of Mark 13, a chapter sometimes referred to as ‘The Little Apocalypse’ is
far from our comfort zone. Our tendency is to leave a consideration of the end times to others,
the consensus being that portents, and doom and disaster do not sit well with choral Evensong.
The world view of the author of St Mark’s Gospel may seem utterly remote from our own. Not
for us, we feel, an automatic tendency to conclude that the second coming is imminent.
And yet, there has been much to disquiet us. Wars and rumours of wars, COVID-19, energy prices, injustice, the refugee situation, and other forces which seem beyond our control may lead us
to conclude that the foundations of our world our shaken. The images of Ukraine’s cities
flattened, of lives laid waste, move us to the core, challenge us to give and to help as we can,
and challenge our certainties.
The image of destruction that precedes today’s Gospel passage, that ‘not one stone of the Temple will be left upon another’ may speak not just to the global context, but to moments in our
own lives when we may feel as if the very stones that comprise our existence are in process of
collapse. The lesser but no less significant apocalypses of our own lives, bereavement, illness,
unemployment, loss of sense of purpose, may leave us feeling that sometimes we sit among our
own ruins. I think of another image, this time in St John’s Gospel, of the first disciples behind
locked doors for fear, an image of the paralysing impact of loss and trauma, of the stasis which
may overtake us in those moments. It can seem so enormously hard, so profoundly challenging,
if not impossible, when we sit among the ruins, not one stone of our normal existence upon another, to find our way to a place where we experience new life emerging, where we may know
the reality of a new beginning.
In her novel ‘Summer’, part of her Seasonal Quartet, the contemporary Scottish author Ali
Smith, reintroduces Daniel Gluck, a nonagenarian German refugee, who serves as the moral
core of the books. Here, in this novel he writes to his sister Hannah about life in a British internment camp during the Second World War: “We have been here behind the wire all through the
open door of the summer,”

It’s a telling line, capturing not just the character’s experience, but also being redolent of the
experience of refugees and asylum seekers and all those who feel themselves to be held behind the wire, literally or metaphorically, distant from normal life. It may also sum up those
moments when we feel trapped and unable to move forward, looking through a wire, to a
Summer Hope which feels unreachable. Hope seems beyond us.
The German Theologian Paul Tillich had a fondness for speaking of God as the ‘ground of
our being’. I confess to having had a certain ambivalence about the phrase in the past. It can
seem a little cold, a little depersonalised. And yet, and yet, when we face apocalypses great
and small, when the stones of our lives seem to crumble, when we feel trapped, when Hope
seems an impossibility, the image of God as a firm foundation, as strong ground, may be an
image for our times. The surprise of resurrection may be that when we step forward in uncertain times we find the strong ground of God’s love, presence and Hope beneath our feet.
I have been so struck lately by the way in which so many in this country have chosen to live
as the strong ground of God’s love for others, supporting in practical ways the people of
Ukraine; giving generously to support Christian Aid; or nearer home, looking out for neighbours going through their own little apocalypses. By God’s grace, and in the footsteps of
Christ, may we also be willing to be the strong ground of God’s love for others in shifting
times.

Although some weeks ago now, our Easter Day celebrations were memorable. Lyn and
John had decorated the church beautifully, mostly with wild flowers from the village. The
congregation was large, filling the church so much that extra chairs had to be rushed in
from Church Barn. Nearly everyone made their Easter communion, the readings and sermon were very much to the point and the singing was robust. Thank you to all our visitors and we hope to see you again soon.
Nearly all the work recommended to be done urgently by our architect in his five-yearly
report has been done, John having engaged economical local contractors. The electrical
system test has confirmed our fears about its condition. Our outside lighting is dangerous and so are the wall-mounted heaters. We await an estimate of the costs of repairs
and renewals, but expect they will be manageable.
Our annual District Church Council Meeting was on 16 May and notes on the proceedings
will appear in the next magazine.
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The large number of volunteers who make Blaston Show the wonderful family day out that
it is are hard at work organising the entertainments for this year's show, which takes place
on Sunday 26th June. The Rockets Children's Motorbike Display Team is just one of the
'must see' things in the schedule, as are the charismatic hounds in the newly incorporated
Blaston Hound Show.
Entries are coming in for both agricultural and equestrian classes – schedules for all competitions can be found on the Blaston Show website, although entries to the hugely popular Dog Show are taken on the day.
Two charities, who will be significant beneficiaries of the money raised by Blaston Show in
2022, have been chosen: the Air Ambulance Service in Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Rutland,
Warwickshire & Northamptonshire, and Home Start South Leicestershire. Both very worthy causes, the air ambulance costs around £1,700 per rescue while Home Start has to
raise at least £200,000 per year to provide practical and confidential support for families
with children under five.
Don't forget that the show has a new location this year, and can be easily found using
What 3 Words. Enter ///conquests.starts.headliner on the What 3 Words app and you will
be directed to the main gate. There really is something for all the family to enjoy so make
sure the date is in your diary.
Tickets can be bought on line at www.blastonshow.co.uk or on the gate, which will open at
8am. Entrance to the Show costs from £5 for 13-16 year olds (12 and under are free) to
£12.50 for over 16s. However, Blaston Membership is also available at £30 for two adults
and two children – with plenty of member benefits. New members are warmly welcomed,
application forms can be found on the website.
Where: Blaston Showground, Langton Road, Slawston, Market Harborough LE16 7FA
When: Sunday 26th June 2022
For more information visit www.blastonshow.co.uk.

Welland Writers, a new creative writers group
Helen and I came from Suffolk to Drayton in September 2020, and apart from very friendly
immediate neighbours found ourselves in social isolation – like everyone else. After the initial whirlwind of settling in I needed interaction with fellow mortals, and having enjoyed
creative writing for many years, I decided to start a new local writers group online. An advert in Nextdoor attracted eight replies. We were strangers, but within two weeks we had
our first online meeting and have since met monthly by Zoom to read and discuss our short
stories.
Our format is simple, at the end of each meeting one member volunteers to chair the next
meeting and chooses the writing topic for us. However, the topic is optional, members can
write on any subject of their choice, but most of us like the challenge. No, it’s not a bit like
turning over the ‘O’ level exam paper! More like opening a surprise present.
During our Zoom meetings we read our stories in turn, which we then discuss with a view
to encouraging each other with helpful comments and suggestions. This is an important
part of the meeting, and is how we improve our writing by passing on tips and learning
from each other.
Now we look forward to sufficient relaxation of the covid-19 restrictions to be able to meet
in the same space. If all goes well, this will be the third Friday in June when we can meet
for a couple of hours, either in a garden or indoors. Just as important as the writing will be
the social aspects of enjoying each other’s company over a drink and snack.
If you enjoy writing, or would like to give it a try, email or phone me for more information.
You will find that we are a friendly, inclusive group, helpful and non-judgemental.
Colin Smith, colinsmith3438@gmail.com, or 07787 465527

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
June 2022
Sunday 12th June

10.45.a.m. Margaret Stamp & Julia Bowder

Sunday 26th June

10.45.a.m. David & Irene Gibley

If any of these dates are inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone, or if you have
a problem contact Julia Bowder on 01536 771539.

THANK YOU TO MOSAIC
St. Andrew’s church, Great Easton was treated to a very uplifting evening of music from a
group of very talented singers called MOSAIC. They sang a variety of music from the 16th21st century unaccompanied which was enjoyed by everyone. We are very pleased to report that £553 was raised for church funds and we would like to say a big thank you to Mosaic and to the audience for supporting this concert.
Many thanks, David and Kathy Gibb

BE A KING OR A QUEEN!!
GT. EASTON PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
MAKE A CROWN COMPETITION
SUNDAY 5th JUNE
Make your own crown and then come to church with it on June 26th at 11.00
am. We’ll judge the crowns in church and there will be PRIZES for the winners.
THEN YOU CAN WEAR YOUR CROWNS WITH PRIDE
AT THE BIG LUNCH STREET PARTY

SAVE THE DATE

SAFARI SUPPER
GREAT EASTON
SATURDAY, JULY 23RD
6:30-10:30 pm
TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM MID JUNE
FROM GREAT EASTON VILLAGE SHOP

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Our summer event is on Saturday 11th June
when members and guests will be enjoying a guided tour
led by our Chairman Nick Hill of
Stockerston Church
The tour starts at 2.00 pm
and there is a donation to the church of £2 per person
If you would like to join us, please do so there is parking in the adjacent farmyard.
For those who wish, the tour will be followed
by afternoon tea at Sweet Hedges.
There will be no further History Society meetings
until Wednesday 28th September.

Great Easton Events
Marking the forthcoming Jubilee our History Society will be mounting a display in the village hall windows of Coronation Day memories of our older villagers.
We have been asking those who remember (like me) what they recall of that day in 1953.
We did a similar display for VE Day, which proved immensely popular, so hopefully this will
attract equal interest.
Judith Lloyd

Hopefully by now you will all have received your invitation through your postbox please find
below an update from our Jubilee Committee with further information
The good news is that Leicestershire County Council has agreed to the closure of Main
Street outside the Village Hall which means that we can have a “proper” Street Party.
We have had a wonderful response to the lunch and the Committee has thought long and
hard about the original proposal to make lunch for everybody. Sadly, because of the numbers, dreaded “Health and Safety” has come into play and regretfully we have decided that
it would be safer for you all to bring your own picnic. I know this will be a great disappointment - mind you some of you might be relieved! The good news is that the Committee will
be putting wine, beer and soft drinks on each table.
The timing of events that day is as follows:10.00 Table set-up by committee and helpers
11.30 Attendees can bring chairs etc to set up for their lunch
12.30 Lunch
1.30-2.00 Fancy Dress Parade and Best Crown Competition
2.00 Presentation of prizes including Best Dressed House Competition (this will be judged
on Saturday morning)
2.15 A Toast to the Queen and Cutting of Platinum Jubilee Cake by winner of Best Crown
Competition
2.30 Boat Race (subject to there being water in the brook)
Music from 1952-2022 will be played throughout the lunch thanks to Rob Almond
PLEASE REMEMBER TO FILL IN YOUR FORM SO WE KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE COMING TO EACH EVENT -

A dark and stormy night, by Colin Smith
Sir Rodney Bladder eased his trusty steed to a trot, but kept glancing nervously behind him.
The wind whistled eerily through a rivet hole in his helmet and the rain trickled through the
joints in his armour, adding to his discomfort. He hated riding through the woods at the
best of times, but on a dark and stormy night he was terrified. It was all very well for brave
types, like King Arthur’s lot, but Sir Rodney was not into that chivalric stuff. He was more of
your home-loving sort, and on a night like this he much preferred putting his feet up in front
of a roaring fire, toasting marshmallows and sipping a glass of the abbot’s honey punch,
while his lady wife darned his socks as she whistled a lullaby through the gap in her teeth.
In short, Sir Rodney Bladder was a wimp.
Sir Rodney cursed loud and long, using expletives like gadzooks, great Scott, bother and
good grief. It was all Baron Hardball’s fault. ‘Come immediately,’ the baron’s note had demanded, ‘We’ve got a Happy Families party this evening, and Sir Lancelot’s been injured in
the boar hunt, so we need you to make up a four.’
From Sir Rodney’s standpoint there were major problems: he couldn’t play Happy Families
for toffee, the baron had a nasty habit of cheating, he was frightened of the dark and the
journey took him through the haunted wood. There was also the issue of a gale-force wind
and stinging, horizontal rain, accompanied by the occasional flash of lightening and clap of
thunder.
That was the worst bit, the thunder and lightning. Every time the lightning lit up the forest,
he fancied he could see ghostly shapes among the trees, and when the thunder crashed his
armour rattled like a load of old tin cans. He closed his eyes and clung on to his bolting
steed, which carried him willy-nilly through the forest until it came to a breathless stop in a
clearing, vaguely familiar to the intrepid rider.
It was then that he remembered the witch’s curse. A month earlier, the baron had been
having a right clear-out of hangers-on and ne’er-do-wells, and decided, somewhat unwisely
that old cackling Nell was long past her sell-by date and must go in the general spring clean.

Nell was reputed to have mystical powers, including the ability to cast spells on anyone
who upset her. Sir Rodney had upset her big time. It had been his unfortunate role to carry out the eviction, which prompted her to cast a diabolical curse upon the unfortunate
knight. “I shall haunt you for the rest of your days. Your milk will curdle, your chimney will
smoke and your children will make your life a misery.” She screamed.
It was the sort of curse which would make an impression on even the least superstitious of
men. To one of Sir Rodney’s sensitivity, it was devastating. He hadn’t had a decent night’s
sleep since the old crone’s departing. He imagined that every shadow cast by the moon
was old Nell, come to haunt him. In a flash of lightning, he saw her hideous form sitting on
a broomstick, her black moggy riding pillion. The ensuing roll of thunder was to him, her
rasping voice chanting spells of eternal damnation.
It was then that he underwent a life-changing event as a lightning bolt struck his helmet.
Fortunately, it was no more than a glancing blow, but it had an extraordinary effect upon
him. Inside his tin suit the temperature rose momentarily to 140 degrees C (Gas Mark 1)
which had the effect of slowly roasting him until his skin resembled burnt toast. Simultaneously, every hair on his body stood erect and turned as stiff as the bristles on a scrubbing
brush. This had the curious effect of changing his nature from a pampered cat to a raging
tiger.
Uttering a fearsome oath, he stood tall in his stirrups, drew his sword and rode helterskelter for Hardball Castle. He charged across the drawbridge, hammered on the gate and
demanded to see the baron immediately. Hearing the commotion, Baron Hardball enquired who was making all the racket, and was told, ‘It’s a dark and stormy knight.’

Contact : secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

“Glorious June” is the month to enjoy your garden as it is the cumulation
of all your hard work, take time to sit back and enjoy it.
With the Queens Platinum Jubilee happening this month I thought about
some names of plants which have “Queen” somewhere in their name. Many
verges have been a sea of Antheris Sylvestris more commonly known as “Cow
Parsley “or Queens Ann’s Lace, I am sure you may know others as well. Rose
Queen Elizabeth, this was named after her coronation in 1953, has pink flowers
and can grow up to 2m tall. Agapanthus love the summer warmth and being in
a sunny location, Agapanthus “Queen Mum” was so called after the Queen
Mother. As we have just finished tulip season, there is Tulip Queen of Night
which is deep maroon, almost black in colour growing to around 60/65cm it
looks great grown on its own or with many other coloured tulips, look at growing it on its own or with either “Spring Green” or “Ballerina”(orange colour)
have a look when get five minutes to browse the web or bulb catalogue.
Many shrubs such as Detuzia, Kolkwitzia and Philadelphus may have finished flowering by now and these all flower on what we call previous season
wood, so if you prune any of these shrubs in the Autumn, Winter or early
Spring you will be removing the coming season flowering wood. June/early July
is a good time to prune if the plant is getting too large or out of shape it’s also
worth removing approx. a third of the plant down to ground level this will encourage new growth from the base of the plant. Remember when you do any
pruning to feed (This can be either liquid or dry feed), water and even mulch
the plant.
We are very much in Garden Visiting season through the NGS, National
Garden Scheme, Yellow signs will point out location information of the garden/
s. NGS have been going since 1927 having donated millions over the years to
community nursing services as well as mental well-being organisations, not

least “Perennial” which is an organisation close to my heart as they support
people who work in any sector of Horticulture. You may also have the opportunity to visit a garden/large house or local village gardens. These can all give
us many ideas to take away with and incorporate them into our gardens or
green space. Make sure you take photos of flowers or shots of ideas/views, taking notes is another way of helping you remember. Why not check out the
plant stalls at these places with many bargains or a certain plant that will remind you of a particular garden/visit.
Watering and feeding of your plants are vital during the growing season. If
you grow Tomatoes, they don’t like erratic watering so ensure you water on a
regular basis. Try and water them first thing as they don’t like having their feet
sat in water over night. A wonderful plant to grow is Basil it adds flavour to
your cooking, they like lots of heat so if the conditions are still cold and wet in
early June wait a while before planting it out. When you are watering it don’t
water it in the evening as they don’t like having wet compost or soil around
them, its best to water them first thing in the morning before the sun gets too
strong. Try and keep a watering can topped up in your greenhouse so it’s the
same temperature as the greenhouse and not using the water straight out of
the tap.

Alistair Tip:

Put your house plants outside for a summer holiday, generally in the shade, keep watered and fed, the rain will refresh your plants, keep
an eye out for the weather forecast if any heavy rain/wind is forecast as these
can do damage to the plants.

1. What breed of dogs is much loved by the Queen?

2. Where are the Crown Jewels kept?
3. Who was President of the United States at the time of the Queen’s coronation?
4. What is the name of the Church attended by the Royal family on Christmas
day?
5. The Royal family is not allowed to sign autographs: a) True b) False
6. How many Prime Ministers have there been during the Queen’s reign including the current one?
7. How many horses does it take to pull the Gold Coach?
8. The Queen attended a Coronation in 1937 – who was crowned?
9. The Queen was born in a London townhouse. In which area of London was
the townhouse? a) Westminster b) Mayfair c) Marylebone
10. How old was the Queen at her coronation?
11. Princess Elizabeth trained as a mechanic in the military a) True b) False
12. Which British actress won an Oscar for her portrayal of Queen Elizabeth II?
a) Helen Mirren b) Oliva Coleman c) Judy Dench
13. The Royal coat of arms of the United Kingdom features the following moto in
French: Dieu Et Mon Droit. What is the English translation?
14. Not including the Monarch, who was the first woman to appear on a British
banknote?
15. Which children’s TV show ran a competition to design the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee emblem?
16. Big Ben is a bell located in which tower?
17. What is the Queen’s favourite cocktail reported to be?
18. In which year did the House of Windsor come into being?

19. What colour was the Queen’s dress during the most sacred part of the Coronation – the anointing?
20. One of the swords used in the Coronation has a broken tip. What does this
symbolise?
21. What is described in the Coronation service as ‘the most valuable thing’?
22. On which date did Elizabeth become Queen?
23. Who was the only other British monarch to celebrate a Diamond Jubilee?
24. Her Majesty’s favourite meal is said to be afternoon tea, especially when it
includes which cake?
25. Can you name the four key ingredients in the Queens Platinum Jubilee Tart
and which of the four nations of the UK they represent?
26.What was the Queen’s sister’s name?
27. The Coronation service hasn’t changed much since 973 and whose Coronation?
28. The music used in the Coronation refers to an Old Testament priest who
anointed Solomon, King of Israel and Judah. What was his name?
29. Name the Queen’s children
30. What is the name of the Queen’s first great grandchild?
31. In her Christmas message in December 2011, the Queen quoted from a
Christmas carol. Which one?
32. What is the name of the Queen’s home in Scotland?
33. In which country was the first ever ‘Walkabout’ by Queen Elizabeth?
34. The Queen’s first Prime Minister said ‘everyone has his day, and some days
last longer than others’. Who said this? a) Harold Macmillan b) Anthony Eden
c) Winston Churchill
35. Can you name the Archbishop of Canterbury who officiated the wedding of
Princess Elizabeth? a) Arthur Ramsey b) Geoffrey Fisher c) William Temple
36. What department store organized the official Platinum Jubilee Pudding
competition?
37. The world’s largest top quality cut diamond is set in the sceptre. What is it
called?
38. Where was Princess Elizabeth when she celebrated her 21st birthday?
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We Need Your Support!
Without the continued support of our local businesses
who advertise with us, Parish Councils, Clubs and Societies our Parish Magazine wouldn’t be possible.
If you are a local business and would like to support us
please do get in touch.

E: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
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our Parish Magazine?
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the office to discuss
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secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
07802 246257
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