Salsborough Kennels

Great Easton B & B

And Cattery

"Comfortable accommodation, open all year round"

A home from home for your beloved pets

01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: greateastonpo2@hotmail.com
www.greateastonbed-breakfast.co.uk

Small and Medium dog grooming now re-instated.

Oaktree Lodge,
Horninghold Road,
Stockerston

Tel: 01572 822270

Eyebrook Wild Bird Feeds
Quality mixes and straights at farm gate prices,
mixed on our farm near the Eyebrook Reservoir

Visit our website: www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
Rectory Farm, right of Church, Great Easton
Tel: 01536 770771

Open Friday & Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon
You are welcome to collect at any other
time, but please telephone first

MEDBOURNE PRE-SCHOOL

EM DORMAN

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.15 - 3.15
Held at Medbourne Village Hall.
Term time only
For ages 2 ½ - 5.
Limited places for 2 year olds
Flexible packages available. Funded places.

A family concern, giving 24-hour personal service to all areas.
Golden Charter pre-paid plans available
(help and advice without obligation)

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Tel: 01572 823976
A member of Society of Allied and Independent
Funeral directors

Contact Sara 01536 771368

PATRICK FISHER
CARPENTER
& JOINER

PJH
&
SONS

PHILIP J. HAMMOND & SONS
SOLICITORS

New and restoration work
Purpose made joinery

Commissioners for Oaths

47 FRIAR LANE, LEICESTER, LE1 5QX
TELEPHONE: (0116) 251 7171
FAX NO: (0116) 253 7370

e-mail enquiries@pjhammond.com
Website www.pjhammond.com

For a friendly and reliable service
Phone:
Tel: 01858 565117
Mob: 07805 495958

Contact Richard Hammond
Home visits possible
CAR PARK AVAILABLE WHILST VISITING THE OFFICE
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The Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
The Reverend Stephen Bishop
The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Medbourne, LE16 8DZ
Tel: 01858 565933 Mobile: 07590 829902
email rector@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Revd Richard Barribal: Associate Priest
Mr Roy Cashmore: Reader
Parish Office: 01536 660568
Open: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm Secretary: Julia Unna E. secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
* Please note parish office revised opening days.
PCC Secretary Ann Baile
Treasurer
Miles Ingram
Vice-Chair
Neville F Hackett
Teal Cottage, 5 Holt View
17 Old Holt Road
Great Easton LE16 8TN
Medbourne LE16 8DY
01572 821202
01536 772571
01858 565265

Specialist Foot Care Treatment
in the comfort of your own home

BRINGHURST CUM GREAT EASTON & DRAYTON
Wardens

GREAT EASTON
Mary Henniker-Major
Linden House
Great Easton
LE16 8SJ
01536 770320

Julia Bowder (Deputy)
Rosebrook Cottage
Little London
Great Easton LE16 8SU
01536 771539

BRINGHURST
Margaret Stamp
1 Banbury Lane
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8SF
01536 770605

DRAYTON
David Hill-Brookes
1 Medbourne Road
Drayton
Leicestershire LE16 8SE
01858 565171

Foot Health Practitioner

David Gibb (Deputy)
Brook House
Deepdale
Great Easton LE16 8SS
01536 770223

CONSTRUCTION:
RENOVATION:
MAINTENANCE:

Graham Clark

SAC(dip), CFHP (pract)

JOSEPH
WARBURTON

For an appointment call

01536 772118

Carpentry & Building
Services

Home Tel: 01572 717302
Mobile Tel: 0774 04 2 6889

Great Easton Village Hall

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT, STOCKERSTON & BLASTON
Wardens

Vicarage Cottage
Main Street, Loddington
Leicestershire LE7 9XE

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT
Mr Martin van Oppen
Manor Farm
Medbourne LE16 8DR
01858 565332
STOCKERSTON
Mary Patston
Apple Cottage, Medbourne Road
Stockerston LE15 9JF
01572 823396
BLASTON
Wilfred Coon
Hallcroft, Medbourne Road
Hallaton LE16 8UH
01858 555630

Robin Murray-Philipson
Garden House
Blaston LE16 8DE
01858 555233

Treasurers

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

David Gibley
Howard Unna
Louise Bromwich
Wilfred Coon

01536 772159
01572 822331
01572 821910
01858 555630

Secretaries

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

Ann Baile
Jenny Sandars
Wendy Bromwich
Della Stones

01572 821202
01858 565245
01572 823110
01858 555688

To Hire:
T: 01536 772562 or E.
enquiries@greateastonvillagehall.co.uk

GARRY HYDE
Interior and Exterior

Painting and Decorating
Glazing
TEL: 01858 565215
MOB: 07795 096109

We are always pleased to welcome new residents to our parish
so please do make yourself known to one of the above-named.
Supported by Great Easton and Medbourne Parish Councils, and other local groups and organisations.
Printed by Quantum Print Services Ltd, Earlstrees Industrial Estate, Corby, NN17 4AR
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Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
March 2018 Services
4 March
8am
9am
10.45am

Third Sunday of Lent
Eucharist at Great Easton
1662 Eucharist at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne

11 March
9.00am

Mothering Sunday/Fourth Sunday of Lent
1662 Eucharist for Blaston at Garden House, Blaston.

10.45am

by kind permission of Robin and Nini Murray-Philipson

Eucharist at Great Easton

18 March
9am
10.45am
6.00pm

Fifth Sunday of Lent
1662 Eucharist for Bringhurst at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne
There will be no Evening Prayer in Great Easton

25 March
10.45am

Palm Sunday
United Eucharist at Medbourne

29 March
7.30pm

Maundy Thursday
United Eucharist at Drayton

30 March
10.45am
2pm
7.30pm

Good Friday
Morning service at Great Easton
The last Hour at Medbourne
Evensong for Blaston

The Rector’s Letter - March 2018
Lent
There is a sense in which Lent is the most contradictory of seasons in the church year. It
brings together opposites, characterised in the Gospel story in which Jesus is cast into the
desert, (and us with him in our imaginations) into a place of wild beasts and the tempter,
but also a place in which the angels minister. Privation, temptation and hope all come
together.
In Lent some of us give up things. It may be seen therefore as a season of privation.
Yet the point of the abstinence for people of faith is to get closer to God
Lent began for some of us with ash, with the marking on our foreheads of the sign of the
cross un ask made from the burning of last year’s palm crosses. The sign reminds us of
our mortality, of our finite nature:
‘know that thou art dust, and to dust thou shalt return.’
But even the symbol of ash is ambiguous too. It also carries with it for us a memory of
life, of the green tree from which it came, and of its previous use by us to sing ‘Hosanna’,
‘Praise the Lord’ to God in the previous year’s Palm Sunday Service. It remains shot
through with hope and life, even as burnt ash. As such it is a fitting symbol for this
contradictory season, and for the journey of faith.

Please note that the venue for this service is still to be confirmed

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
7 March
14 March
21 March
28 March

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

The Revd. Stephen Bishop Rector

ALL WELCOME
34

3

Weekly Events
Monday

Tuesday

Medbourne Tiddlywinks
Parent, baby and toddler group
Medbourne Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Line Dancing
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

2pm to 3.30pm
9am to 1pm

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

Wednesday

Thursday

All Courses will be held on Wednesday evenings and commence at 7.30 pm.
Each course may conclude with a short Compline Service
Course Dates

Title

Venue

21st February

Have I got news for you!

The Rectory, Medbourne

28th February

So what? The implications of the Resurrection

7th March

‘Let him Easter in us’

14th March

Celebrating and praying Easter

The Chaplin’s Home,
Drayton
The Halliday’s Home,
Stockerston
Mary Henniker-Major’s
home, Great Easton

st

21 March

A risen Church

The Bowder’s Home,
Great Easton
ALL WELCOME

For further information and to express your interest in attending any or all of the courses,
please contact the Revd Stephen Bishop T. 07590 829902
4

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Art Club
Great Easton Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Bell Ringing Practice
St Andrew’s Great Easton

7.30pm to 9pm

Ladies’ Choir
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

8pm to 9.30pm
9am to 1pm

Tai Chi
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 10.15am

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall
Clubbercise
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

9.30am to 10.15am

1st Welland Valley Scouts
Medbourne Village Hall
Beavers (6-8 years)
Cubs (8-10years) and Scouts (10-14 years)

Friday

Vinyasa Flow Yoga with Racheleyoga
Great Easton Village Hall
Singing Sally
Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne Tennis Club
Mon 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 4.00am - 5.00pm
Thurs 7.00pm onwards
Sun
10.00am - 12.00 Noon

6pm to 7pm
From 7pm
6.30pm to 7.30pm
2pm to 2.45pm

Adult coaching with James Muir
Club Morning All Welcome
Jnr coaching with James Muir (07895 286175)
Club night
Jnr coaching with Paul Hutchinson
(contact 07585 113596 for session standards)
Lessons (Group or individual) are available with James, Paul and Mike Rickman
01858 565377. By arrangement
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2018 LENT LUNCHES
Easter is early this year so Lent begins in the middle of February. This, of course, means
our series of simple Lent lunches is about to begin again. As many of you know, everyone
is welcome to come to any or all of these lunches. They are intended to be a gentle part
of our preparation for Easter.
The lunches are free but a donation is very welcome. The money goes to the Parish
Project which, this year, is ‘Target Ovarian Cancer. This is the UK’s leading ovarian
cancer charity which works to improve early diagnosis, fund life-saving research and
provide much-needed support to women with ovarian cancer. We hope someone from
the charity will be able to come to one of the lunches to explain their work more fully.
The lunches begin at 12.30 apart from the one held at Stockerston on March 2nd when
lunch immediately follows the Women’s World Day of Prayer in Stockerston church so
may perhaps start a little earlier.
Venues for the remaining 2018 Lent lunches:
Friday, March 2nd

Catherine and Henry Nicholson at Stockerston Hall
Immediately following the Women’s World Day of Prayer service
in Stockerston church

Friday, March 9th

Julia and Roger Bowder (01536 771539)
Rosebrook Cottage, Little London, Great Easton, LE16 8SU

Friday, March 16th

TO BE CONFIRMED

Friday, March 23rd

Barbara Walker (01858 565591)
Medbourne.

We should all be extremely grateful to these very kind people for offering to host one of
these lunches. Please do come along. There is no need to let anyone know in advance
and you will be assured of a warm welcome.
Mary Henniker-Major

CLEAR YOUR DIARIES!!
We are very lucky to have a special speaker coming to Great Easton Village Hall
to talk about:
THE SMILE – A REVOLUTION IN WESTERN ART
Thursday 24th May
32
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Gardeners’ Corner
March 2018
By Alistair Peak PGS
As we are already starting the third month of the year daylight will be on your side, the birds will
be beginning to pair up and start nesting, it’s a sure fact that spring is on its way and we are
moving out of the darker side of the winter months and all looking forward to SPRING.
With a spring in your step it really is time to start jumping into action, even if you have not been
out much over the winter, start having a good look around your garden and more closely at
your borders to see what is sprouting into growth. With the weather being a little fickle in
March do your best removing any dead herbaceous material and you will be amazed how many
leaves are still lurking about, follow this by a light dig over of your borders and suddenly they and
you will look a lot better for it!
Depending on how the last few months have been some of you may have even thought about
starting up the Lawn Mowers, although mowing can be done all year round it is best to wait for
when we have had a dry spell. It would be good to give your lawn a light rake to remove light
twigs, leaves or even just to pick the lawn up if it’s had people or animal traffic on it. For the first
mow lift up the mowing deck and do not mow at the last height of last year, otherwise you may
scalp it! Before you start up your mower do give it a check over or even better have it serviced,
so hopefully it will get you through the season without breaking down.
On the vegetable plots, hold back from sowing directly yet until the soil warms up, of course
before planting you can always lay over some black polythene as this will absorb the heat and in
turn start warming up the soil. With Easter at the end of this month it’s traditional to plant your
potatoes on Good Friday, with this in mind you need to purchase your seed potatoes from a
Garden Centre or Nursery, they will come in a netted bag. You need to take them out and place
them so that they stand upright like an egg in a seed tray or even better an egg box as this will
keep them upright. Keep them somewhere cool and with some light so they will start “chitting”
this is where they start to make new shoots and will have a head start for when you plant them
out.
With Easter in mind also we think about “Mothering Sunday” which is half way between Shrove
Tuesday and Easter. On the 11th of March this year, why not try and give your mother a plant
that she can put in the garden and give her years of interest. If your mother is not with you any
more why not think about doing the same. You could plant a Viburnum carlesii which will omit
an incredible scent, this flowers in mid spring. Or some bulbs, which will give you summer
interest and scent e.g. Lillie's.
Pruning of shrubs e.g. Buddleia, Cotinus (Smoke Bush) and even Fuchsia can be done from any
time now onwards just watch out for frost with the Fuchsia, though these can be taken down to
ground level whereas Buddleia and Cotinus remove back to a frame work. Its important to
prune Buddleia back otherwise you end up with a very overgrown, unruly plant. Cotinus are
wonderful plant in particular Coggryria ‘ Royal Purple’ which have purple leaves, it works well at
the back of borders and stays purple all season.
Alastair’s Tip:
Ensure your stores are stocked up before the rush of spring really gets going!
6
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ABC’s
Tidy Gardens

Great Easton & District WI
Biff Raven- Hill gave her talk with slides on the history of Ladybird books. It was a
fascinating talk showing how these little children's books published by a Loughborough
firm during the First World War became so popular in the early fifties that schools were
using them to help with reading schemes. Biff is an avid collector and afterwards displayed
her huge collection of these iconic children's books, many of which are priceless. It
brought back many happy memories for the members on seeing the covers of these little
books which were always reasonably priced and contained colourful pictures and
interesting facts which they had read to their children.

Offering a full range of services for
garden maintenance and landscaping.

A large team of male & female
workers to tackle everything in the
garden, but more importantly
NOT to let you down.
We are regularly in your area. For a
winter makeover, tree work, hedges,
fencing (all types), clearance etc,

On 7th March we have a talk on book folding and members are reminded
to bring along a paperback book.

call Alister on

07815 889992

Visitors are always welcome.

NICKY’S IRONING SERVICE
Find ironing a chore,
then why not let me do it for you?
Offering a local village service, based in
Sutton Bassett.
Fast and reliable, in a smoke free environment.
I also stitch on loose buttons and carry out
small repairs.
Please call 07801 682284.

DSG Auto Services

For mobile servicing, repairs
and MOT failure work
for all cars and bikes carried
out
Reliable and friendly service
at competitive prices
Dean:01536772622/
07976233262
Email : deano-tvr@hotmail.co.uk

Simon Gladstone
Heating and Plumbing
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

Gas/Heating Engineer

6 Lounts Crescent, Great Easton
Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Tel: 01536 772620
Mobile: 07977924679

5344
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BLASTON NEWS

Post Office and Village Stores

The repairs at St Giles are going to take longer than we hoped because the rotting floor
damage is worse than we feared, extending into the vestry. This has meant the diocese
asking for a second faculty application with consequent delay in getting on with the
repairs. Now it will be a summer time finish, if we have reasonable luck.

Open Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
08.00 - 14.00
Sunday
08.00 - 13.00
POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES, DRY CLEANING,
NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Blaston holy communion service in March will be at Robin and Nini’s house,
by generous offer, on Sunday 11th March at 9:00 am. It will be Mothering Sunday.
Blaston Church and Village annual general meetings will be on Thursday 22nd March at
Phil and Helen’s house, by kind invitation, with the church meeting at 7:30 pm to be
followed by the village meeting at 8:30 pm

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

Wilfred Coon, (Churchwarden)

STOCKERSTON NEWS
As always, many thanks to all who have attended our services and a special thank you to
Henry and Catherine Nicholson who held our Lent Lunch following the Women's World
Day of Prayer.
For March I will prepare the church, please note that we will be holding the Easter Day
Service on 1st April at 9.a.m. We look forward to seeing you all then.
Could all of you who prepare our windows so beautifully please do so in time
for the service.
Georgina Halliday

WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
This year will take place at St Peter’s Church, Stockerston

Friday 2nd March at 11am
The service will be followed by the ‘Lent Lunch’ which will be held at Stockerston Hall.
Heavenly Father, creator, the giver of Joy and Delight, may we today look out on your
world and see the delights you have unstintingly given us. May we share the joy of your
creation with others to bring more delight into this world.
© Christine Miles www.wwdp.org.uk/prayer-focus/

8

To Advertise in the Magazine
To advertise in this Parish Magazine please
contact the parish office either via email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
OR T. 01536 660568
(Tuesday / Wednesday 9am - 1pm)
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BRINGHURST NEWS
Due to required building work, St Nicholas’ Church will be closed for the time being.
The next monthly service scheduled to take place at Bringhurst
will take place at St James’ Church, Drayton
and will be held on:
Sunday 18th March at 9.00 am
We are very grateful to Drayton Church for hosting this service.
All Welcome
Margaret Stamp (Churchwarden)

DRAYTON NEWS
A village reminder that there will the following services in Drayton Church
Sunday 4th March at 9.00 am
ALL WELCOME
David Hill - Brookes
(Churchwarden)

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE

Ambassador

Oil Heating Services Ltd
Boiler installations
Servicing
Breakdown repair
Tank installations
Aga/Rayburn servicing
and repair
Power flushing
General plumbing

March 2018
Sunday 11th March
Sunday 25th March

10.45 am
10.45am

Anne Wallis and Margaret Stamp
Eric Craven and Flick Craven

If this date is inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone,
or if you have a problem - contact Julia Bowder on T. 01536 771539.

01858
881118

SAMARITANS’S PURSE LAUNCH SERVICE

www.ambassadorohs.com

Advance notice of the 2018 Launch Service
Sunday 8th July at 10.45 am
St Andrew’s Church, Great Easton

ALL WELCOME
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DRAYTON DEFIBRILLATOR APPEAL

10
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Village Defibrillator Appeal Update
The South Leicestershire ‘Village People’ Group was set up in 2017 to help with key projects in villages within a radius of 5 miles of Ashley. We take great pride in having arranged
a concert in Medbourne Church featuring well known singers Janette Monroe and II
Destino along with the Uppingham Children’s Chamber Choir and raised £1800 towards
defibrillators. The Church was full with an audience of 170.
Peter Oppenheimer

Parish Office Opening Hours in March 2018
Just a brief note to confirm that the Parish Office will be open on
Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th March
Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21th March
Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th March
The office is open between 9am and 1pm T. 01536 660568
The Parish Office

GREAT EASTON GOOD COMPANIONS
Thursday 1st March is the date of our annual general meeting when the committee is
appointed business matters discussed and the many activities of the past year reflected
upon. Last year at our meetings we had speakers on various topics, coach outings, meals
out, a meal provided by the committee, and bring and buy sales followed by a quiz or
other activity.

Good News Trust
Rutland team Update

This shows that we try to give a variety of entertainment, and as each meeting in the hall
is followed by a chance to chat over a cup of tea and refreshments we are also a social
club giving members a chance to meet old friends and also make new ones.

Unfortunately the team are having to
close the Rutland Van this Summer due
to insufficient younger people coming
forward to help run the work.

This year our business meeting will be followed by a bring and buy sale, quiz or game and
special raffle but there will be no book exchange.

When the van closes the team shall be
offering the books to anyone who would
like some for themselves, family or
friends, also to anyone who would like to
set up a Christian Book Library in a
public space such as a Church or
Village Hall.

Refreshments will be provided by M. Ekins and M. Matthews.
The meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 2.30 pm and visitors will be made most
welcome.
Meetings are usually held in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of the month
at 2.30 pm and visitors are always welcome.

Please contact:
Joan Fletcher for more details
T. 01572 821213
26
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GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Wednesday, 28th March
7.30 pm Village Hall

Vicki Score
Deputy Director
University of Leicester Archaeological Services

LIFE IN THE MEDIEVAL VILLAGE
Visitors are always welcome to our relaxed and informative meetings
– only £2 entrance fee, which includes refreshments –
so why not come along and have an enjoyable evening
finding out more about us? You may want to come again!

Premier

AUDIO VISUAL INSTALLATIONS
Bespoke Home Audio & Video System
Sonos Music System
Home Cinema Rooms
Nuvo Systems
Bespoke TV Installations
HD Distribution Specialist
Gigaclear
Have you got your super fast broadband installed in your home?
Let Premier Audio distribute this around your house and garden
so that you can have super fast broad band anywhere
not just where your routers are?

ALL WELCOME

WEDNESDAY CRAFTERNOON
Bring along your craft project to Great Easton Village Hall
and get busy in convivial company.
Every second Wednesday of the month next session is on:
Wednesday 14th March 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Wednesday 11th April 2.00 - 4.00 pm
£2 per session to include tea/coffee and biscuits
All proceeds to Village Hall Funds.
For more info: contact Alice Murdock
E. aliz28a@hotmail.com

ALL WELCOME
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SKY Installations
IT Networking Installations
Insurance Work - Meter Testing

Digital and FM DAB Aerials
IRS Installations - CCTV
Multi Pointing

Contact: Wayne Dignum
Telephone: 07939 114074
Email: Wayne@premieraudioleicester.co.uk
45 Glebe Road, Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FH
25

Tree Planting Day
Nr. Drayton Village
Come join the Welland Rivers Trust for a community tree planting day near Drayton Village
on March 10th (Saturday).
We will be meeting at 10am at Drayton Ash Farm, Medbourne Road, Drayton, Market
Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 8SE. All trees will be provided, and we will also be bringing
planting equipment. All you need to bring is yourselves.
This will be a fantastic opportunity to give back to nature, and help protect our rivers for
future generations.
We hope to see you there. Please feel free spread the word.
Best Regards
Geoff Gilfillan
Welland Rivers Trust Project Officer

ON WEDNESDAYS

The Parish Magazine
To advertise or to place an article in the magazine please email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
The deadline date for receipt of any article or advert is the 5 th day
of the preceding month.
We cannot guarantee to included articles received after this date.
Please note that all Items for the APRIL Edition
must be received by Friday 9 March for guaranteed inclusion. (Please note later date)

Parish Website Information
The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt: http://www.sixsaintscircaholt.org/
Medbourne: http://www.medbourne.org.uk/
Great Easton : http://greateaston.org/
Take a look at the websites above which all have lots of useful information…
24
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THE HISTORY OF MEDBOURNE - continued
Medbourne was always a large village. Twenty-two households are recorded in the
Domesday Book of 1086. There were forty-two households in 1563 and sixty-one by 1670.
By the end of the 18th century there were a hundred and seven households. After a rapid
increase in population between 1811 and 1821 the population remained steady until the
1850’s when it rose from 523 in 1851 to 580 in 1861. The presence of workmen building the
railway, and huntsmen and stable boys during Sir Bache Cunard’s mastership of the hunt, led
to a further increase between 1871 and 1881.

Music for
Contemplation

The church in Medbourne dates from the late 12th century, but the present building has been
so much rebuilt and restored that an accurate history is extremely difficult. A booklet is
available in the church. The parish registers date from 1588. Baptism and marriage records are
almost complete, but but burial records between 1753 and 1783 are missing.
The Manor House is the oldest house in Medbourne, parts of it dating from the 13th century,
and there are many more old houses in the village. The Old Rectory in Rectory Lane was the
largest house there in 1670, when it was taxed for eight hearths. The Nevill Arms was built in
the Tudor style in 1863 by Capt. G. H. Nevill, brother of Cosmo George Nevill of Holt. It
replaces an earlier building which was destroyed by fire.
There would have been a watermill on the River Welland in medieval times, but no trace of it
remains. The windmill dating from the 16th century stood in a field on the road to Slawston.
It was of the type known as a smock mill, sixty feet high, and was demolished in 1902.
In medieval times Medbourne, like all Midlands villages, operated the open field system of
agriculture. Some of the land was enclosed for pasture from the 15th century, but the main
enclosure was in 1844 – Medbourne being the last village in Leicestershire to be enclosed. In
1790 there were fourteen farms, and there were twelve tammy weavers (tammy was a type of
glazed wool) and combers of jersey, three linen weavers, two fellmongers (who dressed
leather), five maltsters, eight shoemakers, five tailors and six shopkeepers.
Two branch railway lines crossed Medbourne parish. The first, in the north-west corner of
the parish, formed part of the line (opened in 1879) which joined the railway from Market
Harborough to Peterborough. The second, which used to be called the Medbourne Curve,
was opened in 1883. It left the main line from Market Harborough to Peterborough at a point
south-east of Medbourne and ran diagonally across the parish to join the other branch line
south of Hallaton. It was constructed to make possible a Great Northern route between
Leicester and Peterborough. There was a station at Medbourne until 1916.
Local Historical Information
Prepared by Anne Wallis
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Medbourne cum Holt WI

GREAT EASTON CHURCH

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT WI

SPRING TIDY-UP OF THE CHURCHYARD & SPRING CLEANING
OF THE CHURCH

AT 7.30pm

Help! We’d love to have as many people as possible coming to help at either or both these
two events:

THE VILLAGE HALL
WEDNESDAY 14TH MARCH 2018

March 24th: Church spring cleaning indoors. Starts at 10.00 am but turn up whenever you
can. Hot drinks and biscuits will be provided.

AN INTRODUCTION TO LIP READING

April 14th: Churchyard working party. Starts at 10.00 am but, again, turn up whenever you
can. No specialist knowledge required. Bring basic gardening tools if you can, but not to
worry otherwise. Hot drinks and biscuits will be provided.

BY
JILL SHINNICK

THE MORE THE MERRIER, EVERYONE WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME

GREAT EASTON LADIES' CHOIR

Jenny Sanders
Member of Medbourne WI

Following the excitement and hard work of our end of year concert in the village hall and then
all the Christmas activities, we went into hibernation during January, as has become our custom.
Our 2018 season starts on Tuesday, 6th February, 8pm, in the Village Hall, when we will be
starting again from scratch with all new repertoire. So it's an ideal opportunity for anyone who
would like to sing in our small, friendly village choir to join us.

Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

We sing a diverse range of songs from medieval to modern and from different parts of the
world. Sometimes we focus on one particular theme. For example, in 2017 many of our songs
had a spiritual or reflective element, although they came from a variety of genres including folk,
pop and classical, as well as religious songs. This year we are keen to explore songs from the
musicals. However, we are always open to suggestions. During the year we will work on about
a dozen or more new songs.

Lynn Bradley
Book Keeping Services
Telephone: 01858 434850
Mobile: 0779 064 5449

MICHELLE ONGLEY

Sweet Hedges Farm

MACHT

Natural Therapies

Allexton Road, Stockerston
Tea Rooms

Reflexology
Maternity Reflexology
Massage
Aromatherapy Massage
Natural Nutrition Colon Hydrotherapy

Open for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea,
all year round (closed Tuesdays).
Group parties catered for by appointment.

07973 287 361 / 01536 770 610

Tel: 01572 717398

www.HealTheSoul.co.uk
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We don't hold auditions because everybody is welcome however croaky their voice may be.
You don't need to read music. The only requirement is that you enjoy singing in a friendly
group.
And incidentally, the only reason we are a "Ladies' Choir" is because we have no Gentlemen
singers! We would love some men to join us, and if just one man joins we will immediately
rename ourselves the "Great Easton Choir"!
If you would like more information please call Ela Yates on 01536 770095, or just come to
the Village Hall at 8pm on any Tuesday.
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Medbourne Village Hall Committee
A note of thanks …
The Village Hall Committee would like to thank all those who came along to our Christmas
Tree event in December, which raised a fantastic £318. The raffle would not have been
possible without very generous donations - thank you to Carolyn Frostwick for providing the
Waitrose hamper and Tim Gidley-Wright for the Joules soft furnishings.
Tom and Ann Price hosted 'Monday Teas' in the Village Hall last year, a new fundraising initiative. These took place at the same time as Monday surgery and raised £71. Teas started again
in February, kindly managed by volunteers; please do pop along to the Village Hall between
2.30pm and 4.30pm if you are free for a coffee and catch up.

Back pain? Shoulder pain? Neck pain?
Do you need to see a chiropractor?
I am available for home visits alongside our practice based in
Central Leicester
Call Shaun on 07530919095 or visit our website
valkyriechiropractic.co.uk
Competitive Rates and friendly service

Proceeds raised from events such as these support the 5% contribution the Village Hall has to
make towards the Heritage Lottery Funding grant. This has now been applied for (thank you
again to Carolyn Frostwick and Rebekah Budenburg for the hours spent researching and applying for this) and we wait to hear whether the application has been successful.
We hope to see you at our Easter themed Meet the Neighbours event in March, and keep a
lookout for notices of other fundraising events during the year.
Medbourne Village Hall Committee

Great Easton Good Companions
Hour Glass Waists and Whalebones or a history of corset making in Great Easton
is the subject of the talk to be given by

Mrs Anne Wallis
at our meeting on Thursday 1st February.
Anne usually illustrates her talks with plenty of artefacts which make them very
interesting.
Refreshments will be provided by Veronica Hytch and Ivy Chant.
Meetings are usually held in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of the month
at 2.30 pm and visitors are always welcome.
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A note of thanks...
Thank you for your continued support of the Food Bank - Just a reminder that
EVERYTHING DONATED MUST STILL BE IN DATE AND HAVE AT LEAST
3 MONTHS OF SHELF LIFE LEFT.
(Out of date items cannot be distributed and have to be disposed of)
Thank you once again for your support.
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VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
AGM
The Village Hall Committee will be holding their AGM on

Wednesday 28th March 2018
at 10.30 am
In the Village Hall

ALL WELCOME

Charming Self Catering Cottage
in Drayton

RJM Plasterers
ALL ASPECTS OF
PLASTERING
UNDERTAKEN

Available for holiday lets or long weekends
For further information contact:
Susan Hill Brookes T. 01858 565171
Email: susanhillbrookes@live.co.uk
www.stablescottage.co.uk

Contract
& Private

GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
A huge thanks to all those who volunteered their time to produce the Neighbourhood
Plan. The village gave its backing by giving it the highest turn out of any referendum in
Harborough district so far (48.7%) and producing one of the highest votes in favour
(85.3%). We will now be starting the process of implementing the plan with renewed
volunteer groups.
The defibrillator is now installed. Thanks to all involved in this enterprise with special
thanks going to Lucy McKay for co-ordinating this project with the Community Heartbeat Trust on behalf of the Parish Council and Roger Bowder for securing funds through
the J Reginald Corah Foundation of which he is a trustee.
Farmers in the Village have at various times in the past, raised concerns about walkers
and dog walkers passing through farmland on the designated footpaths/rights of way.
These footpaths, especially the permissive paths, are assets which we all enjoy so we
would like to remind residents and dog walkers to respect the limits of the various footpaths which pass through farmland; to keep their dogs under control, particularly in fields
of livestock; and to ensure that dog mess, which can be a hazard to livestock, is cleared
up in the same way as it is in the village. It is very shortly lambing time and all residents
and dog walkers are asked to be aware of their responsibilities when walking in the countryside.
The agreement between Bybrook Builders and Harborough District Council allowing
public access to the old railway track has been terminated. As the current Agreement
expires on 31 January 2018, access will not be permitted after that date. Residents are
asked to note and respect this change.
Phil Long, Chair of Great Easton Parish Council

MUSIC IN ASHLEY
Presents …

“The Sterling Trio with Elizabeth Bass”

Over 30 Years Experience
including Lime Mortar

Founders of the Stirling Trio, Thomas Verity (clarinet) and Sarah Atter (flute) are joined by
Elizabeth Bass on harp for an evening of enthralling entertainment including pieces from the
Victorian Kitchen Garden Suite by Reade and Donizetti’s Sonata for lute and harp.

For your free estimate from
your local plasterer call
01536 205005
07712 335 963

Sunday 18th March, 6 for 6.30pm
St Mary the Virgin Church, Ashley, Market Harborough
Tickets: £15 including canapes (children under 12 free)
Contact: C A Morgan, carol-ann@b2binternational.com Tel: 01858 565687
www.ashleyvillage.co.uk
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