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What is the strangest gift you have received? A friend of mine is in the habit of giving me
what, for want of a better description, I might refer to as ‘holy relics’. So far I have received
pieces of stone from Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s Cathedral, York Minster, an early postcard of Medbourne Church and one other stranger offering…
My friend found online a signed inscription from the Astronaut Jim Irwin, the eighth person
to walk on the Moon and the first, and youngest, of those astronauts to die. Though not a
committed person of faith when at NASA, in 1972 Irwin established the High Flight Foundation and referred to himself as a ‘Goodwill Ambassador for the Prince of Peace’, contending
that ‘Jesus walking on the earth is more important than man walking on the moon.’
Irwin was not alone in claiming that his time in space had profoundly impacted his faith.
John Glenn was a lifelong person of faith, as well as a man of Science. Later in life, at the
age of 77, he messaged from the Space Shuttle Discovery: ‘To look out at this kind of creation out here and not believe in God is, to me, impossible.’ [The recent disclosure that he
had flown on Geoffrey Epstein’s private plane came as a shock to me - the precise nature of
their relationship remains unknown]
Buzz Aldrin, a lifelong Presbyterian, took communion in a moment of silence in space. Ed
White - Gemini IV - told his church pastor that he had experienced God in space. Similarly,
Gordon Cooper - Mercury-Atlas 9 and Gemini V – delivered the following prayer on the microphone from the heavens : “Father, thank You, for the success we have had in flying this
flight. Thank You for the privilege of being able to be in this position, to be up in this wondrous place, seeing all these many startling, wondrous things that You’ve created. Help
guide and direct all of us that we may shape our lives to be good, that we may be much
better Christians, learn to help one another, to work with one another, rather than to fight.
Help us to complete this mission successfully . . .’
Frank Borman - Apollo 8 – and his fellow astronauts, sought to share their ‘feeling of closeness to the Creator of all things’, each reading part of Genesis 1 in their Christmas message
from space. Borman concluded:
“And from the crew of Apollo 8, we close with good night, good luck, a Merry Christmas
and God bless all of you—all of you on the good Earth.”
Perhaps what was most striking about the nature of Irwin’s faith was it’s conservative, fundamentalist character. While Glenn argued for the teaching of evolution in schools, Irwin

became wedded to a kind of Biblical literalism. From1973, Irwin travelled several times to
Mount Ararat in Turkey literally seeking Noah’s Ark. which brings me to the message Irwin
inscribed on the card

To me, it immediately begs several questions about our relationship with Scripture, about
the nature of some Bible stories, about religious language and also about our understanding of God. As people who have a post-Copernican understanding of the universe, a literal
understanding of heaven as a physical realm which is ‘up’ no longer suffices. While it may
be helpful too have the perspectives of astronauts who have seen earth from space as a
reminder of our smallness and our creatureliness, it cannot be the whole answer. It begs
more questions. What really is a godlike perspective? Indeed is there really such a thing as
a ‘sub specie Dei’ perspective? Can we really speak meaningfully about God looking ‘down’
or coming ‘down’ in literal rather than figurative language. Where is God? As Christians we
have at the heart of our faith the ‘God with us’ stories of a birth in a manger, a human lived
on earth proclaiming a reign of love, peace and justice, and death on a cross - all these
things in time and earthly space. And we have many other stories of God active and present in God’s people. We find and live out the holy in smallness and humanity as well as
discerning its presence in images of heavenly grandeur. And so I welcome the generosity of
my friend’s gift, whilst still wrestling with the strangely unscientific cosmology and the rather literal and ‘top down’ theology of a God ‘up there’ and a literal understanding of God
‘coming down’ which it seems to me to imply.

A Note
From The Secretary
Our next service is on Sunday 13 March at 9:00 am. The church calls this the second Sunday in Lent. The word “Lent” in our language derives from the word “lengthen”, because at
this time in spring the days are getting longer quickly. The church uses Lent time to remember how the history written in the bible records Jesus going into the desert for forty days to
meditate, without distraction, about what he was preaching. P[ease, both regular Blaston
churchgoers and welcome visitors from the wider parish, come to our service, whether it is
to look forward to the coming of spring, or to remember Jesus’s forty days of contemplation in the desert.
Family on Duty Reminder: April: MacLean family

Thanks to the Dickson family for preparing the church for our March Service.
There will be a Lent Lunch on Friday, 4th March 12.30pm at Stockerston Hall - all very welcome and we look forward to seeing you. Further details about this year’s Lent Lunches are
in this magazine.

BREAKING NEWS!!
The Youth group will be re-starting on Monday 25 April 2022, meeting at
Great Easton Village Hall every Monday during school term time .
The Youth Group is for young people between the ages of 11-16 and
meets for 2 hours normally from 5.30-7pm. Entrance is free and the
catchment area is Great Easton AND the surrounding villages.
The Youth Group is run by qualified Youth Leaders provided by Harborough and District Young People's Charity ( HCYC), who deliver and facilitate an interesting programme of activities in a safe and welcoming
environment.
The community commitment is to raise the funding for the two Leaders/
session and the costs of the hall hire. All other expenses/insurance etc
are covered by HCYC. The Youth group was originally a church initiative
and some funding continues to be provided by the Church and also the
Please note this will be a short service of the
Parish Council.
word and will not include Holy Communion.

We are one of the very few small communities to have our own Youth
Group and it is important that it continues and thrives.
There is a need and an opportunity for 2/3 Volunteers to assist the Youth
Leaders and it is planned to publicise this as we rekindle the Support
Group.
If anyone would like more information or potentially be willing to join
the Informal Support Group, please contact;

David Gibley -01536 772159 dacg469@gmail.com

As I said last month, we are very much looking forward to having another serious of Friday
lunches throughout Lent. It is such a good way of being able to talk to people from across
the whole parish. We have decided that funds from the Parish Project this year will go towards the Corby Foodbank. As you probably know, this is supported by the Trussel Trust
which has a nationwide network of foodbanks which works to combat poverty and hunger
across the country. We feel it is a particularly appropriate charity to support at the moment with the expected rise in the cost of living, in particular the rise in energy costs. So
many people will be affected.
The complete list of venues for the lunches is:
March 4th

Catherine Nicholson (01572 823204)
Stockeston Hall, LE15 9JS

March 11th

Nini Murray-Philipson (01858 555233)
The Cottage, Blaston, LE16 8DE

March 18th

John Henniker-Major (01536 770320)
Linden House, Brook Lane, Great Easton. LE16 8SJ

March 25th

Louise Newton (01858 565437)
Manor Farmhouse, Drayton, LE16 8SD

April 1st

Medbourne Church
Please ring Margaret Tufts for information on 01858 565911

April 8th

Clare Colacicchi (01536 772407)
Castle View Farm, Bringhurst, LE16 8RJ

Lunches start at 12.30 but the timing is relaxed. These lunches are part of our Lent preparation so they are very simple, for example bread and cheese, perhaps a bowl of soup and
an apple. Please do come to any or all of the lunches if you can. There is no need to contact anyone in advance but please do ring me if you would like any more information.
Mary Henniker-Major
01536 770320

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Wednesday, 23rd March
7.30 pm Village Hall

Mick Rawle
local historian and President of Leicestershire
and Rutland Family History Society

gives an illustrated talk

ENCLOSURE
and THE VILLAGE LABOURER
outlining the reasons for the Enclosure of open fields and common land, the devastating effects on the labouring poor, and how the Enclosures were manipulated in favour of wealthy landowners.
Visitors are always warmly welcome to our relaxed and informative meetings
– only £2 entrance fee. Please note that in line with ongoing precautions seating
will be spaced and refreshments are not available.

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
March 2022
Sunday 13th March

10 .45.a.m

The Ash Family

Sunday 27th March

10.45.am.

The Eastmond Family
Mothering Sunday to be held
at Medbourne

As Spring approaches, all the children at Pre-school have been really enjoying time outside
in the grounds of the Village Hall.
We have been looking for insects, emerging bulbs, spring-time flowers, and listening to the
birds. The pots of bulbs we planted back in the autumn are now on display outside the village hall and we’re hoping for a good flower display soon.
In February the children had the opportunity to look at some snowdrops using our magnifying glasses and then they all had a go at drawing their own snowdrops using lovely oil
pastels. This gave them the chance to look closely at the natural world.
During March we will be creating Mother’s Day cards and gifts which are always popular!
We all enjoyed making Valentine’s cards last month too – the children made hanging hearts
to take home.
2022 marks the 40th anniversary of Medbourne Pre-school and our management committee is busy organising a May Fayre to be held at the Village Hall. Equally the ever popular Medbourne Plant Sale will be held again this year (in the form of Plants on the Pavement). Keep a look out for further publicity with details of these fundraising events.

Contact : secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Medbourne Senior’s Lunch Club was a germ of an idea started some 5/6 years ago, when I
recognised that something was needed to bring people together encouraging community
and new friendships, and it has been a great success. - interrupted by the pandemic of
course.
I managed to get a grant from HDC , and with Gail Jones on board, and with helpers serving, it continued - interrupted by the pandemic of course.
It takes place on the last Thursday of the month at 12.30 at Medbourne Sports Club, however the bar is open and people generally arrive from 11.30-12 midday.
Now we have re-started and invite those who would like to commit to attend regularly to
apply for membership. Unfortunately we cannot offer a drop in service as we need to
know numbers in advance.
There is no cost to do this and the meal costs just £5 per person.
The lunch consists of a main meal, sweet and tea and coffee.
We would need a membership form to be filled in with the usual information re allergies
and emergency contact, which can be completed on the first visit.
We have decided to open the club to neighbouring villages, so a little wider than just
Medbourne, however there is a maximum that we can cater for, so when that number is
reached, membership would be closed until a space occurs.
If you are interested in joining you can contact :
Michael on 01858 565377 email: equestrians@btinternet.com

If you belong to a local club or society, or indeed would like to submit an
article please do get in touch. Copy must be received no later than the
8th of the month.
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

At our meeting on 9th February we were so fortunate that Phil Johnson and his daughter
Fay gave us a superb talk on ’85 Years at Rectory Farm’. As a number of husbands had expressed an interest we opened up the meeting for men to come along.
Phil showed us a video and talked about life at the farm during his lifetime. Being a local
farm many of those present recognized a number of the farmworkers which caused a good
amount of interest. This was followed by Fay explaining their commitment to conservation
with creation of field margins to encourage wildlife and the network of permissive paths
that provide stunning views of the local landscape including the nearby Eyebrook Reservoir.
A big part of their business now includes Eyebrook Bird Feeds and a selection of the food
and bird feeding related products was brought along for us to take advantage of. Phil also
organized a competition of old farming implements with a prize of a birdfeeder and food.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 9th March when Jean Savage will give a demonstration
of Willow Weaving. Members will then be given the opportunity of trying the craft themselves.
Visitors who would like to join us for any of our meetings will be most welcome, especially
anyone from Great Easton now that their group has closed.

March is technically the start of Spring on the 20thof this month. This is when we
start with equal day light and night light which only means we can look forward to longer
days in the garden. There is a “But” which is that temperatures don’t always equate to the
month of March, so don’t rush out with your seed packets and start sowing, a general rule
is if the soil is starting to look dry and you can see weeds starting to grow it’s a good sign
that that the soil is warming up. It’s more likely that you will start sowing seeds outside in
April so hold back from sowing yet. This month many daffodils will be in flower so enjoy
the brightness they bring after the winter gloom and before the brightness of Tulips come
into flower.
Many herbaceous plants are just stirring from there winter slumber, if they have outgrown their space or are not flowering so well it would be worth digging up the clump to
invigorate them. Quite often you will find the middle part of the clump has died or got over
congested so if you dig up the whole clump remove the central part and then divide the
rest, when you replant it’s all ways best to replant in odd numbers, ie 3, 5,7 or even 9
clumps. The soil will be a little tired having any nutrients taken out so add plenty of organic
matter and dig over the area and add some Bone Meal as this will help the plants get their
roots established. Last important job is to water them in, but more importantly to continue
watering until they are established. Herbaceous plants grow at different speeds? So its always worth checking each spring because as general rule herbaceous are best divided every 4 or 5 years.
If you grow Cornus (Dog Wood) or Salix(Willow) for coloured bark this is time to cut
them back to 25cm or 10 inches from the ground. Just remember the variegated Cornus
always take longer to regrow so this would be better done every 2or 3 years instead.
Pots of bulbs make a good statement around your garden now is the time to plant
summer flowering bulbs such as Lilies and even Gladiolus, this will give you mid to later
summer interest, if you can stagger planting the Gladiolus this will produce a longer flowering season. In pots/containers use compost that holds some moisture but will also drain
Gladiolus can be planted into the soil, approx. 15 to 20cm or 6 to 8 inches the same depth
for pots, sometimes you will need to use canes as they come in to flower, they last well as
cut flowers, when planting in pots I would go for the same colour variety in each pot. Keep
an eye out for Lily Beetle this is a small red creature that can eat the leaves, stems and
flower buds. They are easy to spot being Red and are slow moving so they can be removed
by hand but do watch sometimes they fall on the ground and can sometimes blend in with
the soil.

If you have long term plants that are in containers its always worth checking them
over at this time of year, remove the top few centimetres of compost and replenish with
some new, ideally you should use a soil-based compost for this, this will come under John
Innes use number 3 for this will sustain the plants longer than multipurpose. It would also
be worth adding some slow-release feed, this either comes as granules or tablets which
you can purchase from most Garden Centres/ Nurseries then mix it in with the John Innes
compost. Whilst checking your plants in your pots if they seem to be loose this could be
an indication that they have got Vine Weevil, this is Black beetle when its above ground
but they produce little white maggots that live in the soil/compost so pots can be great
haven for them, they eat the roots of your plants and often the plant will just suddenly
wilt and keel over, at first they look alike they need watering so do check. Spring is the
time to apply either some nematodes which are a little creature you apply in a watering
can and eat the Vine Weevil or apply a systemic pesticide, this are normally applied in the
spring and early autumn.
Alistair Tip:
If you haven’t taken your mower to be serviced this is Top Priority, you can start mowing
any time as long as it’s dry.
Mulch is the word of the month, after tidying through your borders apply 3 inches/ 15cm
of organic matter to help your plants get through the forthcoming season, holding moisture and restricting weed growth.
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We Need Your Support!
Without the continued support of our
local businesses who advertise with us,
Parish Councils, Clubs and Societies our
Parish Magazine wouldn’t be possible.
If you are a local business and would
like to support us please do get in
touch.

To find out more about our rates:
E: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Look forward to hearing from you!
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secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Advertise your Business Here.
Help Support the Magazine
For All Enquires:
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Medbourne Post Office and
Village Stores
Monday - Friday 08.00 –13.45 14.15- 17.30
Saturday

08.00 - 13.00

Sunday

08.30 - 12.00

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES,, NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

