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THE RECTOR’S
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Rector’s Letter: Resurrection Hope
As a child I loved Monty Python’s Flying Circus. Our group of friends would learn the scripts
and then recite them together with an almost reverential devotion. The Spanish Inquisition
Sketch, in which the Inquisitors would randomly appear in the middle of another sketch,
complete with the bizarrely named Cardinal Biggles, and extol the virtues of their having the
element of surprise, was a particular favourite. Of course, one of the ironies brought about
by our learning the sketch by heart was that every last joyously random moment; every last
bizarre detail; and certainly the element of surprise was lost to us.
I am reminded of this early encounter with Python when I think of resurrection. There is a
similar danger for me. Having dwelt on the stories for so long from such an early age, there is
a risk that resurrection, like the Spanish Inquisition, loses its power to surprise. I wonder,
what do you think of when you hear the word ‘resurrection’? Is it the image of an empty
tomb that comes to mind? Or perhaps you think of the Gospel image of Mary Magdalene
meeting Jesus at the tomb and mistaking him for the gardener. Or perhaps you think of the
grander flourish of angels at the tomb? Or perhaps what comes to mind for you is the mental
picture of the disciples encountering Jesus on the road to Emmaus, and only recognising him
afterwards. Common to all of these images is the surprise of resurrection hope , which overfamiliarity may dull. The empty tomb itself; Jesus as gardener; Jesus on the Emmaus road
who elicits from the disciples the belated response ‘Did not out hearts burn within us? All
carry with them the element of surprise if we are still open to it.
The hope of resurrection may still surprise us, not just in Scripture, but in everyday life, if
our eyes are open to the possibility; if we are open to the big surprise that darkness and death
are not the end of the story. Ask yourself, ‘What, for me now, in 2020, with life in the shadow of Covid19, does resurrection look like? How might I be resurrection for neighbours
near and far? Where is the surprise of resurrection hope to be glimpsed by me today?
I love these Easter prayers, written by Carole Penner, which capture the surprise of resurrection hope both for the first disciples, and for us now:
God of the bright and morning star,
God of the rising sun,
God of darkness banished,

...Continued
On this day of great gladness
empower us to be your ambassadors,
proclaiming good news.
Good news in our kitchens and living rooms,
good news in workplaces still open
good news in the shops.
Help us to be that good news,
walking softly on this good earth
caring gently for all people,
living hopefully into your kingdom.
Today we think of all who are grieving, especially
Those known to us from our communities and families.
and for the sick and dying, especially
Those affected by the Coronavirus
for places in the world that are still marked by conflict.
In this world of broken hopes and dreams
we catch sight of your kingdom come,
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FROM ACROSS THE PARISH
NEWS & NOTICES

Blaston News
Blaston has been affected by the coronavirus, like so
many other places, and our thoughts and prayers are with
those troubled by recent events. Keep hold in faith and
think about your happier memories and the beautiful
spring which is delighting us now and making our social
distancing easier to bear.

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

Cancellation of Blaston Show 2020
It is with much regret, due to the current circumstances affecting
the country, the Trustees of Blaston Show have made the difficult
decision to cancel this year’s show. It was a very disappointing, but
inevitable call.
Blaston Show first ran in 1957 and has been an annual event ever
since. This is only the third time the show has been cancelled, both
previous instances due to Foot and Mouth disease.
The Trustees would like to thank their Members, sponsors,
competitors, volunteers, retailers, and especially the public for
their understanding in this matter.
All efforts will now be directed towards delivering a 'better than

STOCKERSTON
MAY 2020
As I write, St Peter's Church remains closed due to the covid-19
pandemic, but should it re-open over the next few weeks, our thanks
to the Dickson family who will be turning out again to prepare the
church for our service on the fourth Sunday in May. Thanks to Revd
Bishop and Maria for all their hard work putting together the online Easter service sheets and services which were circulated to the
village.
There is not much to report from our little community this month,
other than everyone appears well and that we are all in close touch
with each other, offering support where needed. The sunshine has
brought villagers out of their homes and the air is full of the sounds
of garden machinery busily at work, and voices of neighbours enjoying
some much needed conversation over garden hedges - albeit from a
safe distance. We are blessed to live in such a beautiful part of the
country surrounded by open fields with new born lambs and spring
blossoms to cheer us through the weeks of isolation.
We were relieved to hear close friends and neighbours in local villages
are now much improved following recent infection with covid-19. Our
thoughts remain with anyone affected by the virus and we wish you
a full and speedy recovery.
Take care everyone, keep well and looking forward to catching up
with friends and neighbours once these anxious weeks are behind us.

Keeping in Touch
During these extraordinary times it has been a challenge to find ways of
keeping in touch with everyone. In a world where technology appears to
be leading the way it doesn’t always reach everyone, or indeed not everyone will have access to it.
With this in mind, over the last few weeks The Parish of Six Saints circa
Holt has had to find new ways to reach you all.
Email – secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org Please get in touch if you would like a copy of the Sunday Service sheets
or a copy of the magazine. Email has been the primary route to contacting people within the parish, however some addresses are out of
date. Please email the Secretary to ensure your contact details are up
to date or if you would like to be added to the email list.
Website—The Parish Magazine can be found on our website
Www.sixsaintscircaholt.org
Social Media— The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt
We now have a Facebook page which has proved to be very popular.
Frequent posts, videos of Revd. Stephen and the service sheets are all
uploaded to the page weekly.

https://www.facebook.com/The-Parish-of-Six-Saints-circa-Holt

Visit our YouTube Channel to watch various services by Revd. Stephen Bishop including a couple that will make you smile!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt

You can now follow us on Twitter—
The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt @ParishSix
https://twitter.com/ParishSix

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Because of the current national emergency and the strictures relating to gatherings,
it is uncertain whether the History Society meeting due to be held at the Village
Hall on Wednesday 27th May will actually take place.

If it has to be cancelled – as seems likely – the speaker, oral history archivist Colin
Hyde, will be invited to return to us at a future date with his illustrated presentation
on Swithland slate headstones.

Members will be kept fully informed about the History Society’s programme for the
rest of the year - hopefully it will be able to re-commence in September following
the summer break.

Vacancy for Treasurer
Parish of Six Saints circa Holt
The current Treasurer, Miles Ingram, is retiring in April 2020.
Therefore, a successor is needed for this voluntary position.
For further information and an informal discussion
Please contact:
Miles Ingram: 01536 7725571
Maria Wightman: 07802 246257

A View From The Vestry
By Judith Lloyd
The following informative and often entertaining reports come originally from our parish service registers, compiled between 1873 and 1913. These extracts were annotated by Rev. John
Hughes, vicar of Great Easton with Drayton 1978-1987, and subsequently published as “A
View from the Vestry” by Great Easton & District Local History Society in 2016.
The accounts which follow were entered in the Great Easton service register by Rev. Edward
Bower Whyly, vicar from 1874 to 1893.
Sunday July 18th 1875
An eventful Sunday in the annals of this village. The afternoon was very sultry and oppressive
and about 5.30 the storm began, lightning and thunder with deluge of rain. The streets soon
became impassable, in some parts knee deep. I waited until after service time hoping the
weather would improve, but there seemed no hope of it so hurried to church getting wet
through on the way and found only about 10 people there – after a short delay determined to
have prayers only. The noise of the storm made it almost impossible to be heard. We sang
hymn 505 (Mercer) and by the time the service was over the rain had abated - shortly however
to return again. Very considerable mischief was done by the storm – not to speak of the hay
which was almost washed away. The water rushed in at the Vicarage drawing room window.
The churchwarden’s (Mr Haddon’s) was flooded. The drain running past the house proved
quite unequal to carry off the mass of water and consequently burst. The water instantly
rushed up through the floor of his room and damaged everything. At the upper end of the village the people suffered most severely. The flood coming off the highland above rushed into
the cottages as high as the table and floated the things about. The greatest sufferers were probably Martha Russell and W. Ward.

1876 Thursday Apr 13 and Good Friday Apr 14
The snow storm was so severe that no service could be held until Good Friday evening. Very
heavy floods have resulted not only here but in other districts.

Continued on next page….

A View From The Vestry...
By Judith Lloyd
1876 Nov 12th

Thank you Judith for this fabulous
contribution.. Greatly appreciated!

Evening service broken up by fire at Mr Webber’s house which spread to Miss Tirrell’s – caused
by beams in bedroom chimney catching fire and gradually extending to roof. The damage done
to Miss Tirrell’s house by ill-judged people professing to help by tearing out window panes,
pulling down bells (?) throwing out crockery & etc. was immense – but as soon as beer was distributed many became unmanageable. Some real good service was however done at considerable risk by many and Miss T’s house was saved partly by change of wind and partly by the vigorous efforts of the following among others E. Andrews, Ad. Freeston, W. Taylor, A. Stanger &c.
Mr W. Mould took a leading part in general management assisted by Mr W. Morris.
...To be continued...

GREAT EASTON PO AND STORES
Diane, Mark, Sally and Victoria would like to say a huge thank you to all our customers for
your support, patience and understanding over the past few weeks. The new trading circumstances have taken some time to get accustomed to, but it’s been made a lot easier
with your help.
Our veg boxes are proving to be very popular at £20 (£22 delivered), and our suppliers are
doing a sterling job of getting top-quality fresh produce to us several times a week. If you
are on Facebook, our page is Great Easton Village Stores. We also have good stocks of
wines and beers and (nearly) all the basics.
While we have reduced opening hours (see bottom) and social distancing in place, we are
able to accommodate those of you who would like to shop or use the post office without
other customers being present – just call us on 01536 770309 to book a slot.
We are also able to offer home deliveries for those unable to leave their homes at the moment. We currently cover Great Easton, Drayton, Bringhurst and Caldecott, but if you live
somewhere else and would like to take advantage of this, please call or email.
Stay safe.
6 High Street Great Easton LE16 8ST
01536 770309 greateastonstores@gmail.com

Temporary Opening Hours Mon – Fri: 9 - 2 Sat – Sun: 9 – 12

MEDBOURNE & DISTRICT
Bottle Kicking
Chris Stanton
For generations, people have been witnessing the ancient tradition of Hallaton and Medbourne villagers as they battle for a cask of ale.
The event takes place on Easter Monday every year and the famous annual Hallaton Bottle Kicking
event has two distinct parts.
The first is a charity dole and the second is a mass ‘ball game’, played with small wooden casks
called bottles.
The event starts with a parade through the villages of Medbourne and Hallaton.
Locals carry a large hare pie and three wooden ‘bottles’. Two are filled with beer and the third,
called the dummy, is made of solid wood and painted red and white.
The pie is blessed by the Hallaton vicar before being cut and thrown to the crowd for the ‘scramble’.
The rest is placed in a sack to be carried up the nearby Hare Pie Hill.
The bottles are then taken to the Buttercross on the village green to be dressed with ribbons. The
penny loaves are also distributed to the crowd.
In the early afternoon, the hare pie is spread on the ground at the top of Hare Pie Bank. Each bottle
is then tossed in the air three times, signalling the start of the competition.
On a best of three basis, each team tries to move the bottles across two streams one mile apart, by
any means possible.
The contest is a rough one, and is not for the faint-hearted!
After the game, participants and spectators return to the village and the players who put in an especially good effort are helped up onto the top of the 10ft tall Buttercross, and the opened bottle is
passed up for them to drink from before being passed around the crowd.
Local legend says a young William Webb-Ellis visited his clergyman uncle in Hallaton one Easter. He
watched a Bottle Kicking match and took the basics back to his school in Rugby, creating the modern game of rugby.
The rugby ball also mimics the shape of the small beer keg ‘bottle’ used in Bottle Kicking.

Thank you to Chris Stanton for the above article...greatly appreciated!
Sadly, the unique ancient sporting event which takes place on Easter Monday between our village of
Medbourne and the village of Hallaton was this year cancelled due to the outbreak of the Coronavirus.
According to Twitter with no event taking place this year a draw was declared!
Have a look at the link below for an insight or just to remind yourself and prepare for next year!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkSVs6Xgihs

Medbourne Hollow
An informative message from Tom and Ann Price:
An update on the Medbourne Hollow nature area and the nature walk leading to
it.
Although the weather has been fantastic lately and the birds are very active, there
have been sightings of poorly finches, which could indicate an outbreak of
trichomonas parasite, so we have stopped feeding at the Hollow. On the plus side
the summer visitors are arriving, with the chiffchaff being first, followed by the grey
wagtails and the blackcap, which are being seen and heard around the village as
well at the Hollow. This is of course the best time of year to hear bird song as they
are all trying to find mates or defending nesting territories through their song.
The Hollow is also reaching its seasonal peak with blossom bursting everywhere
and butterflies, including brimstone, peacocks, orange tips and small blues being
seen in numbers. The snowdrops and daffodils are giving way to marsh marigolds
and bluebells and thankfully Bryan has moved several buckets full of frogspawn
from the drying out areas to deeper water. Also the kingfisher and an otter have
been seen recently.
Enjoy your exercise walks, appreciate nature and take care.

Plant Fair—2020
A reminder that the annual Plant Fair due to take place on Sunday May
17th @ Medbourne Village Hall is now cancelled due to the current situation
with the Coronavirus and in accordance with government guidelines.
We will return!

Medbourne Village Shop
A couple of messages from Kerry.

I would like to start by saying a huge thank you from all of us for all the kind words
and gestures received over the last two weeks. It really has made us feel appreciated and all the hard work worthwhile.
This is very important. May I please ask again that anyone who feels unwell or
lives with someone who either definitely has Covid 19, suspects they may have, or
is symptomatic of Covid 19 to please, please, stay away from the shop. If you live
with someone who has this it could be up to 14 days before you display symptoms
during which time you could be passing it to others.
We are providing an essential service to many people in Medbourne and surrounding villages who see the shop as a lifeline. The shop is so small that we all have to
work in close proximity, so if just one of us displays any symptoms then all of us
will have to stop work and the shop will have to close, not to mention several of us
have vulnerable people living with us. Village shops are saving people from putting themselves at risk by going to supermarkets, we need to stay open for as long
as possible. We are putting ourselves at risk every day by keeping the shop open
so please help us to stay healthy.
We are still having a lot of people paying by cash. The contactless card limit has
now been raised to £45. If you don’t want to keep putting small amounts on a
bank card then maybe you could set up a tab with a credit amount and your shopping be deducted each time you shop. Many people are currently operating this
system and it is working very well and helping limit the amount of times we have to
handle cash.
Thank you again for your support in these matters.
The jigsaw swap at the shop has proved to be very successful both in relieving
boredom during this difficult time and raising money for the charity box. We
seem to have dried up a little on jigsaws though, the ones we currently have appear to have been done by all the people using the service and a lot of the ones
that went out in the first few weeks haven’t come back.
Does anyone have any unwanted nice pictures (the wasgij don’t seem to be very
popular) or ones that went out a while ago that are either completed or not in
use so we can refresh the ones we have?
Thank you
Kerry and the Team

VE Day Medbourne - May
Due to the current circumstances we are obviously having to cancel the VE Day celebrations
due to take place on May 8th.
Hopefully we can review the situation as things
progress and arrange something for later in the
year. We might all need something to celebrate
in our lovely village.

A huge thank you to everyone across the whole of The Parish of Six
Saints circa Holt who have been busy, raising funds and making essential items for the NHS: scrubs, headbands, washbags and collecting toiletries.
Also to the army of volunteers busy running errands, delivering shopping, picking up essential medications and keeping an eye out for those
who live alone.!
To friends and neighbours who regularly keep an eye out for each other, keeping spirits high.
Not forgetting our local shopkeepers and their teams for going the extra mile keeping going and serving our community.
It is an absolute privilege and honour to be part of a thriving, caring
and active Parish such as ours! Incredible effort everyone!
#StrongerTogether

Growing up in Medbourne
Maurice Stanton
I moved to Medbourne when I was 3 years old in 1935 and I have lived here ever since. I
grew up in Bentley's Yard with my four older brothers, Mother had her hands full with all
of us!
I had a happy childhood, in fact we were all happy children back then. Things were difficult
but we were carefree and had great fun together. Of course we didn’t have a television to
keep us entertained or all the modern gadgets children have today. We had to make our
own fun.
The main game we used to play was ‘Fox & Hounds’. Someone would be the Fox and they
would have to run and hide and then the Hounds would have to find the Fox. If the
Hounds were near, the Fox would whistle and then move quickly to hide again before the
Hounds could catch you. If they were far away the Fox would have to holler. We would
spend hours playing that game.You didn’t have to worry about the roads in those days and
there were so many children in the village, the boys would play together and the girls
would play with their skipping ropes. All the boys had bows and arrows that we made
ourselves, we had great fun!
Winter’s were fun too! We would make our own sledges and take them up to the field on
the Drayton Road, by the road to Nevil Holt, which had the best hill. We used to open all
the gates and the Farmers used to grumble because we left them open. There would be
lots of us up there.
During the war the village took in lots of evacuees, Mr Bruin the bike mender took in 2
children and Percy Tobbit who had the garage, which was next to where the village shop is
now, took in children, as did Baker Smith who lived in the old Bake house. There were so
many of us, the school had 3 classrooms full of children. We had to carry our gas masks
everywhere with us.
I remember one day after school going to get the milk from Manor Farm and on the way
back I saw something that I will never forget. Flying low over the St Gile’s Church was a
German plane. It was so low I could see the pilot! I ran home as fast as I could to tell
Mother, of course she didn’t believe me and told me off for making up stories. The next
day it was in the local paper. The plane had dropped it’s bombs at Welham Sidings, where
all the wagons were kept and you can still see the craters today.
Growing up in Medbourne has left me with lots of happy childhood memories!
Thank you to Maurice for his fantastic contribution...if you have any memories to
share please do get in touch! secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Useful Advice Websites
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/coronavirus/
Offering information on Coronavirus, including updates on how you can look
after yourself and loved ones; ways in which you can support older people.
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/health/coronavirus-what-it-means-foryou/
This website is regularly updated to offer information and support during the
Coronavirus pandemic.
https://www.churchofengland.org/
Offering up to date advice regarding worship
Access to daily services online
Prayers for those affected by the coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-socialdistancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-foreveryone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-yourwellbeing/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/looking-after-yourmentalhealth-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51506729

ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT & CULTURE

A

s many of you will have observed on our Facebook page
there have been many links to the world of the arts, en-

tertainment and culture. For those of you unable to access Facebook but have access to the internet, it is worth taking the time to
browse. With Andrew Lloyd Webber Musicals free to view on
YouTube, The Globe Theatre releasing over 40 titles to view
(Romeo & Juliet currently available) on their website, The National
Theatre free screening their official production of Treasure Island
and the RSC is back on the BBCiplayer; there is plenty to keep you
busy.
It is worth taking a look at the link below for regular updates.
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/stage-shows-musicalsopera-free-stream-online_51198.html
The Royal Opera House is offering a free programme of curated
online broadcasts as part of their #OurHousetoYourHouse series.
Full-length productions, musical masterclasses and glimpses behind
the scenes can be seen for free any time, anywhere. This will be
available on demand, for free, via their Facebook and YouTube channels.
The Royal Ballet is also offering similar free viewing.

Take virtual tours around the world and visit some of the most
famous Galleries and Museums:

The link below provides a comprehensive list of galleries and other
virtual tours available online:

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/feature/on-coronaviruslockdown-the-top-online-museum-and-art-tours
50 of the top virtual days out to explore during the lockdown can be
found by following the link below:

https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/virtual-days-out-bestcoronavirus-lockdown-uk-online-art-galleries-modern-wondersworld-2528733

If you fancy a little bit of ‘Mindfulness Colouring’ why not download
the poster which has been created by one of Britain's leading artists;
Sir Michael Craig-Martin? Sir Michael has designed a poster for adults
and children to colour in and display in their windows as a show of
support for the selfless work of NHS staff.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/
MxHKChgvM08r1fS410jqV/colour-your-own-thank-you-to-nhs-staff

Following on from last month, here are a few more
resources that may prove useful as we all continue
to oversee our children’s education in the home.

The BBC are continuing to support lessons at home by increasing the content of
its Bitesize website. With the likes of Sir David Attenborough delivering Geography
lessons, Professor Brian Cox overseeing Science and Mabel delivering Music education is certainly fun! There is advice on creating the right home study environment and a wealth of tips to help students and parents meet the demands of
what is currently a new approach to education.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
Other Resources to consider:

English:
Website: https://www.englishmastery.org/
Key stages: key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: downloadable resource books providing 8 weeks of activities.
Website: https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/free-home-learning-packs/
Key stages: early years foundation stage to key stage 2
Description: downloadable resource packs which cover a range of subjects, including reading and writing.
Website: https://www.pobble365.com/
Key stages: key stage 1 and key stage 2,KS3
Description: a new image is published each day as a basis for creative writing.
Story starters, questions and drawing ideas are provided.

Website: https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/publications/
Key stages: key stage 3 and key stage 4
Description: downloadable resources covering a range of texts for key stage
3. GCSE resources are categorised by examination board.
Website: https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?
Price=Free&Age+Group=GCSE&Subject=English+Language
Key stages: key stage 4
Description: a range of downloadable resources covering the GCSE curriculum, categorised by examination board.

Maths
Website: https://www.mathematicsmastery.org/free-resources
Key stages: early years foundation stage, key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: downloadable guidance and resource packs for parents and pupils.
Website: https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/blog/learning-home-packs/
Key stages: key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: downloadable resource packs with teacher guidance. A week’s worth
of resources is provided for each year group.
Website: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games
Key stages: early years foundation stage, key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: a range of interactive maths games categorised by age group.
Website: https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
Key stages: early years foundation stage to key stage 2
Description: presentations and downloadable workbooks which are easy to use for
parents. New material is being released each week.
Website: https://www.bowlandmaths.org.uk/
Key stages: key stage 3
Description: downloadable assessments on a range of subjects, including sample
answers and assessment tips.
Website: https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
Key stages: key stage 4
Description: a range of videos and downloadable questions categorised by topic
and predicted grade.

Science:
Website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary
Key stages: key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: interactive resources covering the primary science curriculum.
Website: https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-science
Key stages: key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: an online resource bank, which links to resources on external websites. The site features a live chat function offering support from subject experts.
New home learning resources are being developed.
Website: https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/curated-collections/secondary-and
-level-science-0
Key stages: key stage 3, key stage 4 and key stage 5
Description: an online resource bank, which links to resources on external websites. The site features a live chat function offering support from subject experts.
New home learning resources are being developed.
Website: https://isaacphysics.org/
Key stages: key stage 4 and key stage 5
Description: online problem-solving activities and regular live video tuition to support teachers and students. The content focusses on physics but also covers
some maths and chemistry.

SEN:
Website: http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free/
Description: a visual instruction app, including flash cards and picture-choosing
games, for children with autism and special needs.

Website: https://www.visuals2go.com/
Description: an all-in-one app created to support people with communication and
learning difficulties. For verbal and non-verbal learners.
Website: https://www.sensoryapphouse.com/
Description: a range of apps are available for pupils with Profound and Multiple
Learning Difficulties (PMLD) or Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD). All are interactive and many do not require significant coordination abilities.

Keeping Fit! Staying Active!
Recently we have been fortunate enough to be able to enjoy some beautiful sunny days, providing the opportunity to soak up some much
needed Vitamin D. Children are lucky to have outdoor spaces in which
to let off some steam. Although donning your wellies for a squelchy
muddy walk can be great fun for old and young alike, there may be
times where the outside isn’t quite so appealing. Below are a few online
resources that may just help keep you active indoors (Boogie Beebies
was once a firm favourite in our house!).
Website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006mvsc
Key stages: early years foundation stage
Description: videos that get younger children up and dancing with CBeebies presenters.
Website: https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up/shake-ups
Key stages: early years foundation stage to key stage 2
Description: 10-minute activities based on Disney films that count towards a child’s 60
active minutes per day.
Website: https://www.fitnessblender.com/
Key stages: key stage 3 to key stage 5
Description: videos featuring a range of exercises and workouts. You can choose exercises by: degree of difficulty, type, gender and whether equipment is needed or not.
Website: https://www.afpe.org.uk/physical-education/thisispe-supporting-parents-toteach-pe-at-home/
Key stages: key stage 1 and key stage 2
Description: videos delivered by teachers focussing on the PE curriculum which are accessible on YouTube.

EXERCISE
Grey haired oldies stretch and strain,
Knees crack, we ignore the pain.
Feet together, sit well forward,
Lift the legs and point the toes
No one worries how high they rose;
Bending as far as the body allows
Forgetting the occasional whispered “ow!”
We file next door to a chilly gym
Ready to keep ourselves in trim.
Music drives our pounding feet
Desperately trying to maintain the beat;
Swinging arms above and round
Swaying to the rhythm’s sound.
Sidesteps, knee taps, cha, cha, cha,
Some oldies feel more like ga,ga,ga!
Variations come thick and fast,
Can’t remember three steps from last.
Aching arms, legs and thighs
Rest, collapse with deep, deep sighs.
Slowly we make our tired frame rise,
Renewed in body and those little grey cells;
The hour is over, but tomorrow will tell.

With many thanks to our talented anonymous poet!

This is a poem written in the 1800's - about 10 years after the famine, quite
apt for this current Coronavirus lockdown too!
And people stayed home
and read books and listened
and rested and exercised
and made art and played
and learned new ways of being
and stopped
and listened deeper
someone meditated
someone prayed
someone danced
someone met their shadow
and people began to think differently
and people healed
and in the absence of people who lived in ignorant ways,
dangerous, meaningless and heartless,
even the earth began to heal
and when the danger ended
and people found each other
grieved for the dead people
and they made new choices
and dreamed of new visions
and created new ways of life
and healed the earth completely
just as they were healed themselves.

By: Kathleen O’Meara (1839–1888)
Thank you to Victoria Heyman for suggesting this poem.

Gardeners Corner May 2020
By Alistair Peak Of PGS
Life has been very different recently, (I hope this edition finds you all well and staying safe). I
hope many of you have a sanctuary of green space either in a garden, pots or even window boxes or
nearby to some countryside to get some fresh air whilst staying at home! As the saying goes “a
plumber never fixes his own dripping taps”, well even I have found some lovely time to be in my garden carrying on with many projects, I have had many plants in pots that have been on the “To Do”
list which have now been planted and ticked off. I hope you find some solace achieving many jobs
you have wished to complete or at least get started. The attention we can give our gardens with
time is great to enjoy especially with spring well and truly here now, seeing the birds collecting nesting materials and even collecting food for their chicks.
Taking time to have a good look around our garden and focus on the little jobs, which can
make all the difference, for example have you noticed that bulbs are not flowering, a good time to
lift them and divide them and replant a good two and half times the depth of the bulb, a handful of
fish blood and bone under the bulb will also help. As bulbs which have finished flowering a liquid
feed of High Potassium e.g. Tomato feed would help, remember do not tie up your bulbs foliage and
you must leave them at least six weeks before you remove the foliage. Just looking closely at flowers
or blossom can give us a calm and relaxing feeling. Have you noticed seedlings of plants appearing,
how about potting them up and growing them on and replanting elsewhere later in the year, they are
free and can fill any gaps?
With many people having time to go out for a daily walk its been lovely to see how other gardens are coming along, when you are keeping in touch with friends discuss if they have any spare
plants they don’t want, they may leave them by a gate or end of drive so keeping a social distance
from them, of course you may have some as well to give away.
I would normally be writing about bedding plants which you will be getting itchy fingers to plant
but with many Garden centres and Nurseries closed to the public, try and contact them and see if
they will do a delivery to you. How about seeing if you can get a few neighbours together and get
larger order together, remember social distancing. Jack Frost can still be about in May so watch the
weather if you are planting and have the fleece ready!
May is such a lovely month in the garden, plants are growing rapidly and with the eagerness of
summer days to come, keep an eye on plants you have in containers if we have any rain is the rain
getting into the containers if not ensure you water them, of course it is also a good time to start
feeding you containers on a regular basis with either a liquid feed e.g. tomato feed, yes you can use
this for most plants. Also you can top dress the container with some new compost, ok this may not
so easy this year because of purchasing it, but do you have any old compost around you
can
always mix some Fish blood and bone or Growmore with it to help it.

Alistair’s Tip:
Looking forward I know many flower shows have been cancelled, lets
hope we can start planning on visiting other gardens locally and support
them. Do enjoy your garden and have good look and think are there ways
you could improve your oasis’s of green or make plans so that when life returns to some sort of normality you are ready to go.

A little something to keep your brain active….
….For Children...

...Not forgetting the grown-ups too!

American Spelling!

Readings for May
Sadly our Churches are closed until further notice. Below are the
readings that were planned for our services through out May.
3 May

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2.42-47
John 10.1-10
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2.19-25

10 May

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 7.55-60
Psalm 31.1-5 & 15-16
1 Peter 2.2-10
John 14.1-14

17 May

Sixth Sunday of Easter/ Rogation Sunday
Acts 17. 22-31
Psalm 66. 7-18
1 Peter 3. 13-22
John 14. 15-212

24 May

Seventh Sunday of Easter- colour white
Acts 1.6-14
John 17.1-11
Psalm 68.1-10 & 32-35
1 Peter 4.12-14 & 5.6-11
John 17.1-11

31 May

Pentecost – colour red
Acts 2.1-21
Psalm 104.26-36 & 37b
1 Corinthians 12.3b-13
John 20.19-23

May 2020

Advertisements

Post Office and Village
Stores
Open Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
08.00 - 14.00
Sunday
08.00 - 13.00

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES, DRY
CLEANING, NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

Lynn Bradley
Book Keeping Services
Telephone: 01858 434850
Mobile: 0779 064 5449

Great Easton Village Hall

To Hire:
Please contact:
01536 772562 or 01536 771506
enquiries@greateastonvillagehall.co.uk

GARRY HYDE
Interior and Exterior
Painting and Decorating
Glazing
TEL: 01858 565215
MOB: 07795 096109

Simon Gladstone Heating
and Plumbing
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Gas/Heating Engineer

6 Lounts Crescent, Great Easton
Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Tel: 01536 772620
Mobile: 07977924679

5344

ABC’s
Tidy Gardens
JOSEPH

Offering a full range of services for garden
maintenance and landscaping.
A large team of male & female
workers to tackle everything in the garden, but more importantly
NOT to let you down.

We are regularly in your area. For a winter
makeover, tree work, hedges, fencing (all
types), clearance etc,

WARBURTON
Carpentry & Building Services
CONSTRUCTION:
RENOVATION:
MAINTENANCE:

Vicarage Cottage
Main Street, Loddington
Leicestershire LE7 9XE

call Alister on

Home Tel: 01572 717302

07815 889992

Mobile Tel: 0774 04 2 6889

The Hairport has landed!
The Hair Port has landed and has now opened its doors in
Cottingham!

Award winning stylist Gaynor McDaid Stewart, who is fully trained in all aspects of ladies hairdressing and
men’s barbering, has converted her garage at: 1 Bury Close,
Cottingham LE16 8XF into a fully functioning salon and is offering a full range of services from boys’ and girls’
trims/haircuts to ladies complete restyles, colours, full head foils and perms.
Gents’ services include scissor trims, clipper work, short back
and sides, skin fades and beard trims.
Gaynor had over 35 years of experience in her trade. She has run salons in Corby and also in Malaga, Spain,
where Paul Weller
popped in for a haircut on a number if occasions!
For more information or to book an appointment:
T. Gaynor on 07540 729863 E. gaynorthehairport@yahoo.com
Facebook Page @thehairportcorby.

To Advertise here please contact the
Secretary, Maria Wightman
Tel: 07802 246257
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Wednesdays

Advertise your Business
Whilst we are all social distancing we have sadly been unable to deliver a magazine
through your letterbox. Our intention is to continue with the magazine in a hard copy format once the lockdown is lifted.
In the meantime that doesn’t mean that if you are a local business owner that your business can not benefit from advertising in our magazine. As well as copies being circulated
by email throughout the Parish our magazine can also be found on our website to down
load and on our increasingly popular Facebook page.
A return to normal will be a gradual process and a new kind of normal will return. With
that in mind the benefits of advertising now could help your business to be in a position
to make the most of new opportunities as we settle back into the new ‘norm’.
We will continue to promote advertising through our Facebook page and our newly created Instagram page to widen the advertising reach for our businesses that advertise with
us.
If you are interested in placing a new advert please feel free to get in touch by email and I
would be more that happy to give you a call to discuss your requirements.
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Please do take a look at our Facebook and Instagram pages.

https://www.facebook.com/The-Parish-of-Six-Saints-circa-Holt
https://www.instagram.com/theparishofsixsaintscircaholt/

Great Easton B & B
"Comfortable accommodation, open all year round"
01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: davidjhankey@gmail.com
www.greateastonbed-breakfast.co.uk
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