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The new maths of forgiveness
Seventy times seven
My wife and my eldest daughter are now teaching the same year
group. After supper, there are lots of conversations about work
schemes, about new methods of teaching, about different approaches. If the subject is RE I can join in easily. If the subject is
Arts-based I am fine. If the subject is science I am ok. But when
new maths is the topic I try to change the subject quickly. I learned
old maths, beginning in an era of pre-decimalisation, when calculators and computers in the classroom were a distant dream; when
experimental experiential methods were yet to be in vogue and
rote learning still ruled. I can count. I can read a balance sheet. But
I do old maths - not new maths.
The Christian Gospel faces us with the new maths of forgiveness;
the challenging new maths of the kingdom; the maths of seventy
times seven forgiveness. It’s such a challenge that we may be
tempted to change the subject. Forgiveness, if real, is not an easy
topic. The question, ‘How many times must I forgive?’, which is a
question asked of Jesus, makes me squirm inside as much as any
modern maths method. Forgiveness, particularly the ongoing practice of forgiveness, is not easy. Forgiveness cannot be imposed. It
must come from the heart. And it takes work and practice. It asks
much of us. But forgiveness is essential. For without it, life is greatly impoverished. Visitors to an Atlanta cemetery will find an epitaph
which a wronged wife had inscribed on the tomb of her adulterous
husband. It says, "Gone, but not forgiven." Can you imagine how
she must have felt to commit that sentiment to carved stone for immortality? Can you imagine the impact on her as a person in harbouring that kind of grudge in that way, however rightly-held?
When we do not forgive, there is a sense in which we we sign our

own living-death warrant. We both diminish and harden.
I came across a story, which I imagine to be apocryphal, of a man
who owned a small sliver of land in a major city. His thin strip separated two large parcels of land, ripe for development, owned by
two separate individuals. The man attempted to sell his land, in the
knowledge that it would complete either of the other landholders’
property. To develop their respective sites in any meaningful way,
they had to buy from him. To the man’s frustration, neither would
purchase at the price that he sought. And so he stubbornly built a
building to the precise size of this narrow aisle of land and took up
residence there until his death. It became known locally as The
House of Spite.We live a narrower life because we are unwilling to
forgive another person. When we fail to forgive we occupy our own
narrow Houses of Spite.
I have recently been reading Ali Smith’s Summer, the fourth volume of her seasonal quartet of novels written at break-neck speed
and touching upon real events from the Brexit vote to Coronavirus.
Each of the novels includes references to other works of art, and in
each case, there is a Shakespeare play which is used as a foil to
Smith’s writing. In this case, the Shakespeare play in question is
The Winter’s Tale, which one of Smith’s characters says it’s “all
about summer, really. It’s like it says, don’t worry, another world is
possible.”
I am touched by Ali Smith’s optimism. In her Guardian review of
Summer, Sara Collins notes that both The Winter’s Tale and Summer are really both about forgiveness. Though not a person of religious faith, there is much we can learn from Ali Smith’s faith in humanity, and from the value she attaches to the transformative possibility of forgiveness.
At the start of Smith’s novel, two of her characters, Sacha and
Grace, are arguing, seemingly irreconcilably, about Sacha’s failure
to properly acknowledge the source of a quotation in a school essay. The quotation in question, which Sacha has culled without
proper reference from the internet is from Hannah Arendt, the writer and theologian who was present at the Nazi War Crimes Trials:
“Forgiveness is the only way to reverse the irreversible flow of history.”

At the heart of Ali Smith’s novel is the aged Daniel Gluck, who
serves as the novel’s moral centre, and who we met in Autumn, the first novel of the quartet. Daniel Gluck is a man with
a long history and a man with much to forgive. He is writing to
his sister about his memories of being interned in British
camps on British soil during the war. Ali Smith has him write:
“We have been here behind the wire all through the open door
of the summer.”
I think that is an extraordinary line.
“We have been here behind the wire all through the open door
of the summer.”
For me it captures not just a vivid picture of internment which
also hints at the modern migrant experience which is a constant theme here as elsewhere in Smith’s writing. It also embodies for me, as a metaphor, a sense of what it is like when
we fail to forgive. Though hope, change, new possibility lies
before us, like ‘the open door of the summer’, we are held
back, captive, ‘behind the wire’ of our hardness of heart.
Sometimes we forget what led us to be unable to forgive;
sometimes; we forget the hurt done to us in the first place;
sometimes we just feel a massive wall of inertia which prevents us from moving forward.
At times, we need to look to the bigger picture, in order to forgive and move on... I recall, as a child, hearing the powerful
story of Corrie ten Boom, who had heard an unbelievable
speech by a person in reconstructed Germany, about how
God had forgiven him. He put out his hand to her after the
speech and said, "Sister, God has forgiven me." She recognised him as one of the guards in the concentration camp
where her sister died. She said, in effect, "I could not raise my
hand to shake his, but in that awful moment I realised how
much God's mercy and grace had been extended to me. What
I could not do by my own strength, I did by the strength of
God."

This is a new maths of God’s kingdom. It begins to make
sense when we grasp that God’s mercy and grace go before
us, preventing us (to use that wonderful word from the BCP),
in the world, and strengthening us to forgive. When we grasp
this and forgive as we and others have already been forgiven,
we liberate ourselves. In so doing, we enter into a place of
new, transformative possibility in which, in Ali Smith’s phrase,
“...another world is possible.”

September we welcomed our congregation for the first time since lockdown began. It was wonderful to open our doors again! Thank you to
all who helped to make this happen.
During September we also took part in the ‘Ride & Stride for Churches’
event.
Ride+Stride for churches is a sponsored bike ride or walk between
churches, exploring and enjoying the countryside across the country. It
takes place every year on the second Saturday in September. The money raised helps to repair churches, chapels and meeting houses
throughout England.

It was wonderful to be able to hold our 9am service once again in
Stockerston and to see so many of your from across the parish. With
grateful thanks to all who helped to prepare the church and to those
who read so beautifully, making it a beautiful service.
Please look out for further details of our services during October
via our News Website:
https://secretary2232.wixsite.com/sixsaintscircaholt
Also please check the News Website regularly for updates regarding worship during the pandemic.

Thank you to all of you who came along and braved the cooler weather
to support our return to Sunday worship at St James Church, Drayton on
Sunday 6th September 2020

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Important Notice
Because of the on-going national emergency and the confusion still relating to
indoor gatherings, both History Society meetings due to be held at the Village
Hall in October and November have been cancelled.
Will members please accept the Committee’s sincere apologies for the disruption to our programme this year, due to circumstances which are, of course,
way beyond our control. The well-being of our members must remain our foremost consideration.
It is hoped that normal service will resume in the New Year, when the Society
will be offering Free Membership to existing members for the 2021 proHelp make our magazine reach all ages within our community. We
would welcome articles about what is available within our parish, village news , clubs and societies. The pandemic has temporarily affected
the how we can deliver, but we hope to be back in print soon.
It would be wonderful if we could include new articles, features and
information to run alongside our regular features.

Contact : secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE

October 2020
Sunday
11th
Sunday
25th

10.45
a.m.
10.45
a.m.

Julia Bowder &
Vicki Barribal
The Ash family

If any of these dates are inconvenient, please arrange to
swap with someone, or if you have a problem contact Julia
Bowder on 01536 771539.

by Judith Lloyd, a descendant of the Duport family
John Duport, rector of Medbourne, died here in the parish some-time
after Christmas in the closing days of the year 1617. He had enjoyed a
notable career, the highlight of which was being appointed Director of
the Second Cambridge Company, a group of learned scholars employed
by James I in translating parts of the Apocrypha for the King’s new bible, which we know as the King James Version.
Dr Duport came from an illustrious family. His father, lawyer
Thomas Duport of Shepshed, Leicestershire, rose to become trustee or
attorney of Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, father of Lady Jane Grey, the
nine-days queen. And he was executor of the Will of Jane’s sister, Lady
Mary Grey, whose personal household had included Thomas’s own
daughter Katherine.
In one of his sermons, his son John later tells us his father so disliked inactivity that “he would rather unloop his old doublet and sew it
up again” than be found idle.
John was born at Shepshed around 1550. He was educated at Jesus College, Cambridge, where he became a Fellow in 1574 and Master
in 1590, and was four times elected Vice-Chancellor of the university.
Other ecclesiastical offices included Precentor of St Paul’s Cathedral
1575, and Prebendary of Ely in 1609. He was regarded as a moderate
Puritan. He married Rachel, daughter of Richard Cox, Bishop of Ely
(who had ordained him), and one of their sons, James Duport, was to
become Dean of Peterborough, and Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge.
In the course of his Church career Dr John Duport received the
benefices of a number of parishes (such frequent change of parish for a
clergyman of the Anglican Church was a sign of growing prosperity:
they were always changes from a poorer benefice to a better one and
were considered as “preferments”). However, the one which concerns

us here is his appointment as rector of Medbourne with Holt in October 1601. Unfortunately there are no surviving details of his incumbency, although several of his seven surviving children were
baptised at St Giles’s during the 1590s, suggesting an association
with the parish predating that appointment.
His wife Rachel was buried here in July 1618, some six
months or so after his own death; and though we know that he had
made a Will in October 1617 and died that Christmastime, there is
no actual record of John Duport’s burial in the Medbourne parish
register, so it may be that he was interred elsewhere.

Medbourne pre-school
It was wonderful to welcome the children back to Medbourne Pre-school in September. Having partially reopened back in June we have been able to start the
new term in full swing and we're pleased to say we're back to our normal hours of
three days a week on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.15-3.15. A
special thanks must go to the staff and to the village hall for allowing this all to
happen and going over and above to support the pre-school during these uncertain times. The children have all returned with gusto and they've all loved the
extra outside play. We are so very fortunate to have such an extensive garden for
the children to enjoy.

Congratulations to September's 123 Club winners which are 43 (G Mitchell), 15 (L
Mitchell), 70 (L Pilkington) and 16 (R Mitchell).

We currently have places available for 2-5 year olds so please do spread the word
about our village pre-school and refer any interested parties to
www.medbournepreschool.com for more information.

Wishing you all a happy and safe autumn.

The Team at Medbourne Pre-school

Our second cycling feature by
Martin Holmes !

A 25-mile bike ride that takes in Foxton Locks and possibly
King Arthur’s Camelot
Directions:
1. Take Hallaton Road by Medbourne Church. After a mile, turn left to
Slawston under the railway bridge. In Slawston, pass the small village
green and seat and after 100 yards, turn left to Welham and Thorpe
Langton by the red post box.
2. Follow the long, steep, straight downhill road into Welham. Pass
“The Old Red Lion” pub and follow the road signposted to The Langtons.
3. Cycle into Thorpe Langton and go straight on at the junction following the signpost to the Langtons and Kibworth. The Telephone Box Library opposite The Bakers Arms is well worth a browse.
4. A steady climb to East Langton. Take the left turn signposted to East
Langton Village Only. Pass The Bell Inn and then turn left at the junction down a tree-lined lane. Turn right and follow the road to the
B6047. Turn left on to the B6047 and pass under the railway bridge.
Then almost immediately take the right turn off the B6047. Then
straight across the busy A6 to Foxton.
5. Cycle into Foxton along Main Street. Climb the steep hill up to the
bridge over the Grand Union Canal. Take a right turn into North Lane
just before the bridge. Then immediately take the left turn onto the
canal towpath and turn right towards Foxton Locks. I cycle the towpath but am always careful to warn pedestrians of my approach. Cross
the swing-bridge or go onto the brick bridge and cross over the canal. I
walk my bike up Foxton Locks. At the Top Lock Coffee Stop I’m back on
my bike along the towpath until I reach the road. Turn right and then
shortly afteturn left on to the road signposted Laughton 2 ¼. At the
next junction take the left turn signposted for Theddingworth. At the

crossroads, take the right turn signposted to Laughton and Mowsley.
6.Turn right at the signpost Laughton 1. Cycle into Laughton and
turn left at the junction, following the road around into the village.
At the junction opposite the large oak tree, turn right along the road
signposted Gated Road Gumley and Kibworth
7. It is well worth a rest stop at the seat at Gumley War Memorial
just before Gumley cricket ground. The actual road is part of the
cricket field and if a game is in progress you will be requested to
stop until the final ball of the over is bowled
A few decades ago, a local historian put forward the theory that
Gumley was the site of King Arthur’s Camelot! He maintained that
the legendary Arthur was in fact King Offa of Offa’s Dike fame and
that Gumley was the centre of his power base.
Cross the cattle grid and at the second junction, turn left towards
Smeeton Westerby and Kibworth
8. A tough hill takes you into Smeeton and then follow the road
around into the village passing the allotments on your left. Turn
right at the junction signed Kibworth Beauchamp 1. Pass The King’s
Head pub and on into Kibworth. Turn right at the junction in Kibworth and head for the roundabout – follow sign for Great Glen/
Village Hall. Pass The Railway Pub and over the railway bridge.
Carefully cross over the busy A6 and almost opposite cycle down
Marsh Drive beside the Vintage Motoring shop.
9. At the junction, turn right at the signpost for Tur Langton. Bike
into Tur Langton and pass The Crown pub on your left. AT the T
junction, turn right and shortly after turn left, signposted for
Cranoe, Hallaton and Medbourne. Follow the road signs back into
Medbourne.

Autumn Nightfall
Shafts of gold paint the treetops,
Leaves shine a brilliant bronze:
Stubble fields are a blaze of flame;
A rosy glow suffuses all.
At each dip of the sun
Colours change before our eyes
Each shade brings its own surprise,
Slowly paling to give way to shadows;
Dark outlines pick what is certain,
The stage is set for the final curtain.
Slowly the theatre lights are dimmed.
The sun has slipped below the rim.
The magic is over; silently darkness falls
Broken only by an owl’s early calls.
By Christopher Dunn

“Reflections of life in lockdown”
Lockdown smiles,
Huge thanks,
To all those heroes
Who drove miles and miles.
Lockdown chuckle,
With many hilarious photos and jokes,
Some just a bit too close
To the knuckle.
Lockdown giggle,
Children had lots of fun,
Doing PE with Joe
With a jiggle and a wiggle.
Lockdown laughter,
Stories read,
Songs heard,
Films watched,
Happy ever after??
Lockdown titter,
New skills learnt,
Old hobbies revived,
Painting, embroidery,
Many became a skilled knitter.
Lockdown snigger,
Community spirit,
An army of volunteers,
All of this made our hearts grow bigger.
By Angela White

Crème de Mûre
(Blackberry Liqueur)
With blackberries filling our hedgerows this year, what to do with
all of those we have stashed away in our freezers. Jam? Crumble? Pie? Why
not try...
A sweet and fruity homemade Blackberry Liqueur (also known as Crème de
Mûre) that is so easy to make yourself with very little hands on time. The perfect way to use up all the blackberries the season has to offer! This homemade
Blackberry Liqueur only gets better with time – so why not make up a big batch
now to have the perfect homemade Christmas gifts.

Ingredients:
5 cups (700g) blackberries, washed and de-stemmed
1 bottle of red wine, medium bodied (standard 750ml size bottle)
1.5 cups (300g) sugar
1/2 cup (120ml) vodka or gin

Method:
Put the blackberries in a large glass or ceramic bowl and pour over the red
wine. Use a potato masher to mash the berries and release the berries.
Cover with a clean towel and leave to macerate for 48 hours in a cool place* give the berries a little mash every now and then if you remember!
Strain through a wire mesh sieve to remove the berries, then strain again
through cheese cloth to ensure all seeds etc are out.
Pour into a large saucepan and add the sugar. Bring to a gentle simmer on a
medium heat, stirring until the sugar is dissolved. Simmer for 8 minutes.
Remove from heat and stir in the vodka or gin, and then leave to cool completely.
Pour into clean, preferably sterilised, bottles.
Store in cool, dark place. It can be enjoyed immediately, but will keep almost
indefinitely if in sterilised bottles - if not, then about a year.

October starts to bring the lovely colours of Autumn for us to enjoy together with the sights, sounds and smells. With summer being a distant
memory, the ‘T’ shirts and shorts have been put away and out with the
hat and gloves we really need to start with the Autumnal jobs. It has
been a good year for the apples and pears so if you have not started to
pick and store them now is the good time. To check they are ready for
picking, if you cup the fruit in your hand and give a gentle lift up wards
they should come away from the branch. Check the fruit over and only
store clean unblemished fruit, store in a frost-free place somewhere like
a garage or outhouse, try and keep as much space around them as possible (ie. not touching each other) Some apples and pears will store
longer than others so check your varieties. A regular inspection to check
if any are getting eaten by rodents, or if the fruits are going off will help
to prolong the life of the other fruit. Should any start to go off put them
out for the birds and wildlife this is so important as the winter months
go on so don’t just put on the compost heap or bin them.
Many people talk about putting their garden to bed, though there
is always lots to do in the depths of the winter. Try and achieve many of
the tidying jobs whilst there the weather conditions are good, I have
spent many hours pruning when it’s cold and sunny and its certainly
makes you feeler better for being outside, however the wind and the
rain are not as easy to contend with. As your vegetable plots become
vacant try and dig them over and leave the soil clods as the winter

weather will break them down naturally. This is one of those jobs that
can be done when the ground is a little frozen, try and do the digging
little and often rather than all in one go other wise your body will tell
you so.
Looking back six months ago when the country went it into lock
down everybody was after compost, so remember that if you have old
bags of compost or containers which have had summer bedding in,
don’t just throw this compost away it can all be added to your flower or
vegetable beds as this will help with either adding some nutrients or
just with breaking down the soil. When purchasing new compost try
and avoid any that has been sat at the garden centres all winter especially if they have been outside. The best solution if you do keep compost over the winter months is to keep it inside a garage or shed and
ideally on a pallet to prevent them getting consolidated.
Tender plants that have been outside really need bringing indoors
or into a greenhouse as Jack Frost will be striking soon, if this is not possible or if your plants are too big to bring in move them closer to the
house with a south facing position and avoiding any strong winds. If
you need to fleece them avoid it touching the leaves of the plants as
this can freeze the leaves when the frost is about, making a framework
would help, then wrap the fleece around the framework ensuring you
tie it securely as you don’t what to be rescuing the fleece from half way
down the garden, up a tree or in the neighbours garden. When thinking
about plants in containers ensure you lift them off the ground so that
any excess water, we get over the winter does not sit in the bottom of
the container and either rot the plants or if the water freezes, break
your containers. There are many different ways you can raise your containers, from purpose made feet, small stones or odd bricks.
Alistair Tip:
Reduce the top growth of your shrub roses to prevent wind rock, as this can cause an
indent at the base of the plant so making an area where water can sit and then rot
the base of the rose.

Readings for October 2020
4 October

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Philippians 3:4b-14
Psalm 19
Matthew 21:33-46

11 October

Nineteeth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:1-14
Philippians 4:1-9
Psalm: 106:1-6, 19-23
Matthew 22:1-14

18 October

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 33:12-23
Philippians 1:12-30
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

25 October

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Psalm 1
Matthew 22:34-46

The following pages provide you with a reminder/guidance
for entering our buildings….

QR Codes
Places of worship, including when the venue is used for
events and other community activities, are now required to
display an NHS QR code poster. You will now find a QR code
at the entrance to our buildings. If you have the app downloaded on to your phone then you may scan the code upon
entering. However, if you do not have the app we will continue to collect your contact details in the usual manner.
The following pages contain posters which will help you to
download the app should you wish to.

Please use the hand
sanitisers provided
upon entering and
exiting our buildings.

The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt
Working together to keep us all safe &
well.

Keeping in touch has just got even more
exciting…
Our new platform through which we can
communicate and keep you all up to
date during the pandemic.

As it says above this does not replace our current website, it has been
designed to communicate ‘News Only’ and we hope you find it a useful
way of keeping in touch. We have now included a link to the Church of
England website which offers up to date information during the pandemic regarding weddings, funerals and baptisms.
https://secretary2232.wixsite.com/sixsaintscircaholt
There is also the facility to send us a message through the chat bubble
which appears on the page, this has already proved a useful tool for feed
back!

*NEW CLASSES*
FAB is a dance fitness workout where there is no partner required!
GET FIT
FitSteps FAB is a great way to improve your fitness, increase your mobility and
move to music from the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s and 00s you will enjoy.
ANYONE CAN DO IT
You don’t need any dance experience and you don’t need to be fit to enjoy FitSteps FAB – it’s a low impact, low intensity dance fitness workout suitable for
everyone whether young or simply young at heart! The dance steps are easy to
follow enabling more participants to have fun getting fit. FAB combines a mix of
dance genres from Foxtrot to the Salsa, Argentine Tango to speciality dances for
a good mix of cardio, balance and tone workouts.
COME AND JOIN ME FOR SOME FUN FITNESS AT:DRAYTON VILLAGE HALL, LE16 8SA:
Monday 10.00 - 11.00 am
Thursday 7.00 - 8.00 pm
ASHLEY VILLAGE HALL, LE16 8HG:
Friday 10.00 - 11.00 am
Classes start week commencing Monday 28th September at a cost of £5.00 per
person.
Please note that due to the ongoing situation regarding Covid-19, places will
be limited in the classes to allow for social distancing and to maintain safety
of all, so please contact me to notify your interest in attending. My contact
details are:-

Email: dianewhitmore@virginmedia.com or telephone 01536 506005

Business Name

Advertisements

Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

Lynn Bradley

Book Keeping

ADVERTISE

Post Office and Village Stores
Open Monday - Friday
08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
Sunday

08.00 - 14.00
08.00 - 13.00

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES,
DRY CLEANING, NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED
DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.
Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB

Telephone: 01858 565928

Covid compliant.
Please ring
ahead to book an
appointment

Wednesdays

Advertise your Business
Whilst we are all social distancing we have sadly been unable to deliver a
magazine through your letterbox. Our intention is to continue with the magazine in a hard copy format once the lockdown is lifted. (We are currently aiming for an October edition)
In the meantime that doesn’t mean that if you are a local business owner
that your business can not benefit from advertising in our magazine. As well
as copies being circulated by email throughout the Parish our magazine can
also be found on our website to down load and on our increasingly popular
Facebook page.
A return to normal will be a gradual process and a new kind of normal will
return. With that in mind the benefits of advertising now could help your
business to be in a position to make the most of new opportunities as we
settle back into the new ‘norm’.
We will continue to promote advertising through our Facebook page and our
newly created Instagram page to widen the advertising reach for our businesses that advertise with us.
If you are interested in placing a new advert please feel free to get in touch
by email and I would be more that happy to give you a call to discuss your
requirements.
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Please do take a look at our Facebook and Instagram pages.

https://www.facebook.com/The-Parish-of-Six-Saints-circa-Holt
https://www.instagram.com/theparishofsixsaintscircaholt/

Great Easton B & B
"Comfortable accommodation, open all year
round"

01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton

Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: davidjhankey@gmail.com

PJH
&
Sons

