Salsborough Kennels

Great Easton B & B

And Cattery

"Comfortable accommodation, open all year round"

A home from home for your beloved pets

01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: greateastonpo2@hotmail.com
www.greateastonbed-breakfast.co.uk

Small and Medium dog grooming now re-instated.

Oaktree Lodge,
Horninghold Road,
Stockerston

Tel: 01572 822270

Eyebrook Wild Bird Feeds
Quality mixes and straights at farm gate prices,
mixed on our farm near the Eyebrook Reservoir

Visit our website: www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
Rectory Farm, right of Church, Great Easton
Tel: 01536 770771

Open Friday & Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon
You are welcome to collect at any other
time, but please telephone first

MEDBOURNE PRE-SCHOOL

EM DORMAN

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.15 - 3.15
Held at Medbourne Village Hall.
Term time only
For ages 2 ½ - 5.
Limited places for 2 year olds
Flexible packages available. Funded places.

A family concern, giving 24-hour personal service to all areas.
Golden Charter pre-paid plans available
(help and advice without obligation)

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Tel: 01572 823976
A member of Society of Allied and Independent
Funeral directors

Contact Sara 01536 771368

PATRICK FISHER
CARPENTER
& JOINER

PJH
&
SONS

PHILIP J. HAMMOND & SONS
SOLICITORS

New and restoration work
Purpose made joinery

Commissioners for Oaths

47 FRIAR LANE, LEICESTER, LE1 5QX
TELEPHONE: (0116) 251 7171
FAX NO: (0116) 253 7370

e-mail enquiries@pjhammond.com
Website www.pjhammond.com

For a friendly and reliable service
Phone:
Tel: 01858 565117
Mob: 07805 495958

Contact Richard Hammond
Home visits possible
CAR PARK AVAILABLE WHILST VISITING THE OFFICE
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The Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
The Reverend Stephen Bishop
The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Medbourne, LE16 8DZ
Tel: 01858 565933 Mobile: 07590 829902
email rector@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Revd Richard Barribal: Associate Priest
Mr Roy Cashmore: Reader
Parish Office: 01536 660568
Open: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm Secretary: Julia Unna E. secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
* Please note parish office revised opening days.
PCC Secretary Ann Baile
Treasurer
Miles Ingram
Vice-Chair
Neville F Hackett
Teal Cottage, 5 Holt View
17 Old Holt Road
Great Easton LE16 8TN
Medbourne LE16 8DY
01572 821202
01536 772571
01858 565265

Specialist Foot Care Treatment
in the comfort of your own home

BRINGHURST CUM GREAT EASTON & DRAYTON
Wardens

GREAT EASTON
Mary Henniker-Major
Linden House
Great Easton
LE16 8SJ
01536 770320

Julia Bowder (Deputy)
Rosebrook Cottage
Little London
Great Easton LE16 8SU
01536 771539

BRINGHURST
Margaret Stamp
1 Banbury Lane
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8SF
01536 770605

DRAYTON
David Hill-Brookes
1 Medbourne Road
Drayton
Leicestershire LE16 8SE
01858 565171

Foot Health Practitioner

David Gibb (Deputy)
Brook House
Deepdale
Great Easton LE16 8SS
01536 770223

CONSTRUCTION:
RENOVATION:
MAINTENANCE:

Graham Clark

SAC(dip), CFHP (pract)

JOSEPH
WARBURTON

For an appointment call

01536 772118

Carpentry & Building
Services

Home Tel: 01572 717302
Mobile Tel: 0774 04 2 6889

Great Easton Village Hall

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT, STOCKERSTON & BLASTON
Wardens

Vicarage Cottage
Main Street, Loddington
Leicestershire LE7 9XE

MEDBOURNE CUM HOLT
Mr Martin van Oppen
Manor Farm
Medbourne LE16 8DR
01858 565332
STOCKERSTON
Mary Patston
Apple Cottage, Medbourne Road
Stockerston LE15 9JF
01572 823396
BLASTON
Wilfred Coon
Hallcroft, Medbourne Road
Hallaton LE16 8UH
01858 555630

Robin Murray-Philipson
Garden House
Blaston LE16 8DE
01858 555233

Treasurers

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

David Gibley
Howard Unna
Louise Bromwich
Wilfred Coon

01536 772159
01572 822331
01572 821910
01858 555630

Secretaries

Bringhurst etc
Medbourne
Stockerston
Blaston

Ann Baile
Jenny Sandars
Wendy Bromwich
Della Stones

01858 466647
01858 565245
01572 823110
01858 555688

To Hire:
T: 01536 772562 or E.
enquiries@greateastonvillagehall.co.uk

GARRY HYDE
Interior and Exterior

Painting and Decorating
Glazing
TEL: 01858 565215
MOB: 07795 096109

We are always pleased to welcome new residents to our parish
so please do make yourself known to one of the above-named.
Supported by Great Easton and Medbourne Parish Councils, and other local groups and organisations.
Printed by Quantum Print Services Ltd, Earlstrees Industrial Estate, Corby, NN17 4AR
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Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
September 2017 Services
3 September
8am
9am
10.45am

The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity (Green)
Eucharist at Great Easton
1662 Eucharist at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne

10 September

The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green)
Kept as Education Sunday
1662 Eucharist at Blaston
Eucharist at Great Easton

9am
10.45am
17 September
10.45am
6.00 pm

The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green)
United Eucharist at St Mary the Virgin, Nevill Holt
Marking the 25th anniversary of the ordination of
the Revd Stephen Bishop, with Nevill Holt Opera
Evening Prayer at Great Easton

24 September
8am
9am
10.45am

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity (Green)
1662 Eucharist at Medbourne
1662 Eucharist at Stockerston
Eucharist at Great Easton

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
6 September
13 September
20 September
27 September

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

ALL WELCOME
34

3

The Rector’s Letter - The church and belonging
Why do people choose a particular church? In some cases, it may not feel like much of a
choice. Indeed, it may feel as if a church chose them. Particularly in the countryside where
we may still have a sense of rootedness, the primary force may well be geographic, a
question of being born in a place or of moving to a specific parish. In other instances,
there may be more of a choice to be made. Some may choose a church because of its
specific liturgical or faith tradition, whether Evangelical, Anglo- Catholic or simply middle
of the road. The reasons for choosing a particular church may be quite diverse. Some
choose a church for its music. Some may become involved in the life of a church because
it's community engagement is appealing to them. Others may be drawn to a building by
virtue of its history, its architecture. Some may be attracted by a church because it is the
place where they would like to be married, and in honesty, in the first instance at least,
thus may be because it may seem to offer the right aesthetics. But mostly, in experience,
the reason why people choose to remain involved in a church is because of the people,
because of the relationships they form.
The Greek for church is 'ekklesia' which translates as 'assembly' or 'gathering' of people.
The people of our Parish of Six Saints circa Holt are drawn from our local communities
and beyond. They represent every stage of life, from newly-baptised babies and newlyweds to those long-established here. Some have been here their whole lives, others, are
just arriving. At its best, the church serves as an extended family, which always
welcomes new people. At its best, a church is a community that laughs easily and offers
support and friendship not only to those who belong but to those on its margins and beyond. In doing this, the church has many gifts, but few are greater than its members.
If you would Ike to be able to call a church 'home', I invite you to join us on Sunday morning for worship or to arrange to meet me in the Parish Office for a chat.

Weekly Events
Monday

Tuesday

Medbourne Tiddlywinks
Parent, baby and toddler group
Medbourne Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Line Dancing
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

2pm to 3.30pm
9am to 1pm

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

Wednesday

Thursday

God of the ages,
you are the beginning of our journey
and our strength as we find places and people along the way.
Hold us by the hand as we grow,
show us where to seek you,
and guide our steps that we may find you.
Give us devoted hearts that we may love you,
and your peace when we reach our journey's end. Amen

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Art Club
Great Easton Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Bell Ringing Practice
St Andrew’s Great Easton

7.30pm to 9pm

Ladies’ Choir
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall

8pm to 9.30pm
9am to 1pm

Tai Chi
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 10.15am

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall
Clubbercise
Great Easton Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

9.30am to 10.15am

1st Welland Valley Scouts
Medbourne Village Hall
Beavers (6-8 years)
Cubs (8-10years) and Scouts (10-14 years)

Friday

Vinyasa Flow Yoga with Racheleyoga
Great Easton Village Hall
Singing Sally
Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne Tennis Club
Mon 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 4.00am - 5.00pm
Thurs 7.00pm onwards
Sun
10.00am - 12.00 Noon

The Revd. Stephen Bishop Rector
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6pm to 7pm
From 7pm
6.30pm to 7.30pm
2pm to 2.45pm

Adult coaching with James Muir
Club Morning All Welcome
Jnr coaching with James Muir (07895 286175)
Club night
Jnr coaching with Paul Hutchinson
(contact 07585 113596 for session standards)
Lessons (Group or individual) are available with James, Paul and Mike Rickman
01858 565377. By arrangement
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BLASTON NEWS
The walkers, riders and striders will be out again, sponsored for visiting as many churches
as they can, on 9 September. We will have an open church that day and need a few
members to be at the church as recorders. Time spent waiting between visitors need
not be wasted as there are some small church garden tidying up jobs needing doing! This
event deserves our support because the proceeds go to Leicester Historic Churches
Trust who gave us generous grant aid for our floor repairs.
Our next service of Holy Communion is on 10 September and it will be led by Roy
Cashmore. Please come along and support him there.
Harvest Festival is on Sunday 8 October at 6:00 pm when the Revd. David Maudlin will
address us. There will be harvest refreshments in church after the service. Do keep the
date clear for attending this important service in the village.
The long awaited floor repairs and redecoration of the nave will begin on the day after
harvest festival so that we can expect a new looking church in time for Christmas
celebrations. The work will mean that our United Parish Communion service on 29
October cannot take place. Consequently, Drayton will host this service and we will
hold a United Service on 31 December instead of Drayton. Also, as it is possible that the
last of the work may not be finished in time for our service on 10 December, that service
will be held by invitation at Robin and Nini’s house, if necessary. The work will be
finished in time for our Carol Service with Stockerston on 20 December.
Family on Duty Reminder:
September:
October:
November:

Cashmore family
Jane Graham and Stephanie Sharpe
None needed, but could the Cory family help the Cashmore family
in September please.
Wilfred Coon, Churchwarden

STOCKERSTON NEWS
Many thanks to those who have attended our services. Many thanks also go to everyone
who helped, baked and bought at our annual cake stall in Uppingham. Thanks to you we
raised an amazing £768.85!
We would like to wish Eve (Dickson) and Eddie Keogh our heartfelt congratulations on
their recent marriage in St Peter's church, Stockerston.
On Friday 1st September we have a visit from the British Society of Glass Painters looking
at our beautiful stained glass windows.
Our harvest weekend has been confirmed as Saturday 14th October and our harvest
service will be held on Sunday 15th October at 3.00 pm All Welcome.
For the month of September Cheryl Bates will be preparing our church. Thank you to
her.
Georgina Halliday
32
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BRINGHURST NEWS
A village reminder that as there will be celebrating with a United Eucharist Service at
Nevill Holt on Sunday 17th September our Eucharist Service for October will be on:
Sunday 15th October at 9.00am
All Welcome
Margaret Stamp
(Churchwarden)

DRAYTON NEWS
A village reminder that our monthly Parish Eucharist Service will be on:
Sunday 3rd September at 9.00am
All Welcome
David Hill - Brookes
(Churchwarden)

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
SEPTEMBER
Sunday 10th September
Sunday 24th September

10.45 am
10.45 am

Eric and Flick Craven
Margaret Theakston and Kathy Gibb

If this date is inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone,
or if you have a problem - contact Julia Bowder on T. 01536 771539.

The Parish Magazine
To advertise or to place an article in the magazine please email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
The deadline date for receipt of any article or advert is the 5 th day
of the preceding month.
We cannot guarantee to included articles received after this date.
Please note that all Items for the October Edition
must be received by 5th September for guaranteed inclusion.
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Gardeners’ Corner
September 2017
By Alistair Peak PGS
I’ve already noticed that the spiders’ webs are about, which is an indication that the year is
certainly moving on. Some of the webs are works of art especially when dressed in due.
Even if you don’t like spiders, try and find their amazing webs they are beautiful.
One of the most traditional English summer flowers has to be
Lavender, with the many shades of blue, purple and white.
Many have finished flowering now so it’s important to cut off
dead flower spikes, if you like to harvest it for drying and using
in and around the house do cut and keep in a cool damp free
place. You can tie them upside down with a paper bag around
to collect the lavender as it dries off. It is important to remove
the old flower spikes as this encourages a new flush of growth
on top of the old growth. Remember not to cut back into the
old wood, as it will struggle to regenerate.
Many of you will have been harvesting your veg. by continuous picking it will encourage
many more to come through and should be enjoyed young and fresh.
It is coming up to my favourite time of the year, when Dahlias
are at their best. Continue to pick for the house and friends
and deadhead as they will flower well up to the dreaded first
frost. If you have not grown them before do check them out
as they come in all different shapes, sizes and colours. They
work well in any flower border, pots or even mixed in with
your vegetable beds.
Alistair’s Tip:
Do keep watering, feeding and picking over, pots, boxes or hanging baskets for longevity of blooms. Don’t forget to order you bulbs as soon as possible.

Congratulations to Ian Imlay
Congratulations go to Ian Imlay, who has been playing for services in Medbourne and
Great Easton in August. Ian has been awarded an MBE for services to music in Leicester.
Congratulation go to Ian on this well -deserved award.
The Revd Stephen Bishop
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WHAT A SURPRISE!

St Giles’ Church, Medbourne
Once again our fete, held on Saturday 1st July, was a great success
raising over £1,400. Congratulations and a very big Thank You to all
those kind people, too numerous to mention by name who, led by Jennie
Sandars, put so much time and effort into making the event both
successful and thoroughly enjoyable. There were those who ran the
stalls, those who sold raffle tickets, those who sweated away in the
heat running the busy and popular tea and cake department. And yet
others, not forgetting the lively band, who carried out numerous duties
such as taking money at the gate and organising the boat race.
In addition to all these people, there were yet others who generously
contributed cakes and other delicious goodies along with exciting items
for the stalls; and of course there were all those who kindly gave up
their afternoon to support us financially.
Again, a big Thank You to everybody concerned.
Martin van Oppen
(Churchwarden)

“Computer Monday”

Joss and I had absolutely no idea that we were to have a special service at Bringhurst on
Sunday, 20th August, to be followed by a wonderful spread of cakes, sausage rolls and
breakfast in pots to go with tea and coffee.
Our very sincere thanks to Stephen, our Rector, for arranging the very moving service, to
Margaret Stamp and Georgina Halliday, the arch conspirators, for all their organising, to the
ladies who produced the delicious “eats”, to Gary and Ann for taking over as coffee wardens and to everyone who contributed so generously to a wonderful gift of a beautiful
camellia plant and an enormous number of garden tokens. We shall thoroughly enjoy trying
to create another lovely garden.
By the time you read this, we will have moved to our new home near Salisbury, and the
twenty one immensely happy years spent at Bringhurst will be but a memory.
I could easily fill the whole Parish Magazine with anecdotes of our time in the parish, and the
happiness we have experienced here thanks to the friendship and love we have received.
We will miss you all greatly and hope that we will be able to welcome at least some of you
to our new home, and that we can find an excuse to return to the Parish from time to time.
With love and grateful thanks,
Mike and Joss

GREAT EASTON HARVEST LUNCH
Following the 11.00 am Harvest Festival Service on:

The fourth in the series of self-help events where “experts” share their IT-specific
knowledge with those who wish to improve their understanding, the topic is:

Sunday, 8th October

Staying Safe Online

at approx. 12.00 noon in church

Hosted by Patrick Christiansen and Tim Smith
This is a not-to-be-missed session.
It will cover virus and malware protection, email-based problems including fraud, safe
browsing and shopping, passwords and security best practice. Suitable for all abilities.
Medbourne Village Hall, 7:30pm, Monday September 11th
Attendees will be asked to make a donation to the Village Hall Restoration Fund.
Refreshments available.
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We’re going to have a change this year and see what it’s like to have our Harvest lunch in
church. This means we can avoid paying for the hire of the hall and of course we will be
surrounded by all the lovely harvest decorations so it should be rather nice. We’ would
love as many people as possible to join us. Please bring a plate of something which can be
shared. Savoury or sweet. There will be plates, cutlery and glasses in church
and soft drink will be provided. Do bring your own wine.
Everyone is really welcome to come to the lunch. No need to tell us in advance.
Please contact Mary Henniker-Major on 01536 770320
or Julia Bowder on 01536 771539 for any further details

7

The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt

Advance Special Service Information
Harvest Festival Services:
Sunday 1st October - St Giles’ Church, Medbourne at 11.00 am
Service to be followed by lunch
th
Sunday 8 October - St Andrew’s Church, Great Easton at 11.00 am
Service to be followed by a bring and share lunch in the Church
Sunday 8th October - St Giles’ Church, Blaston at 6.00 pm
Guest Preacher
The Revd David Maudlin, SSC

ABC’s
Tidy Gardens
Offering a full range of services for
garden maintenance and landscaping.

A large team of male & female
workers to tackle everything in the
garden, but more importantly
NOT to let you down.
We are regularly in your area. For a
winter makeover, tree work, hedges,
fencing (all types), clearance etc,

call Alister on

07815 889992

Sunday 15th October - St Peter’s Church, Stockerston at 3.00 pm
NICKY’S IRONING SERVICE
Find ironing a chore,
then why not let me do it for you?
Offering a local village service, based in
Sutton Bassett.
Fast and reliable, in a smoke free environment.
I also stitch on loose buttons and carry out
small repairs.
Please call 07801 682284.

All Welcome

WEDNESDAY CRAFTERNOON!
Bring along your craft project to Great Easton Village Hall and get busy
in convivial company.
Every second Wednesday of the month next session is on:
Wednesday 13th September 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Wednesday 11th October 2.00 - 4.00 pm
£2 per session to include tea/coffee and biscuits
All proceeds to Village Hall Funds.
For more info: contact Alice Murdock - aliz28a@hotmail.com

ALL WELCOME
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DSG Auto Services

For mobile servicing, repairs
and MOT failure work
for all cars and bikes carried
out
Reliable and friendly service
at competitive prices
Dean:01536772622/
07976233262
Email : deano-tvr@hotmail.co.uk

Simon Gladstone
Heating and Plumbing
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

Gas/Heating Engineer

6 Lounts Crescent, Great Easton
Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Tel: 01536 772620
Mobile: 07977924679

5344

29

Post Office and Village Stores
Open Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
08.00 - 14.00
Sunday
08.00 - 13.00
POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES, DRY CLEANING,
NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

Connect Electrical
Domestic & Commercial

List of services: Rewires
New Consumer Units
Test & Inspection/Landlord
Certificates
Extra Lighting & Power
Outdoor Power
Security Lighting
PAT Testing

Fully insured' and 'Part P Approved
For a free friendly quotation please contact Tom.

email: connectelec@yahoo.co.uk
Office: 01858 681326
Mob: 07715 554977

Advertising in the
Parish Magazine
To advertise in the Parish Magazine please
contact the parish office either via email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
OR T. 01536 660568
(Tuesday / Wednesday 9am - 1pm)
28
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GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
GARDEN SOCIETY
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 20th September 2017
7.30 pm in the Village Hall.

By
Mike Eaton
Competition: A single rose
New members and visitors always welcome.
Visitors £2 including refreshments

Ambassador

Oil Heating Services Ltd

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday 23rd September
10.00 am - 12 noon
Great Easton Village Hall
Tombola!

Boiler installations
Servicing
Breakdown repair
Tank installations
Aga/Rayburn servicing
and repair
Power flushing
General plumbing

01858
881118

www.ambassadorohs.com

Items to Donate…? Please bring anything to Hall
on Friday 22nd September between 4.00 pm and 7.00 pm
or contact: Sally Armstrong 01536 772545 OR Alice Murdock 01536 771506
All proceeds to Village Hall Fund
10
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JOHN ALMOND’S LOOM 1771
In 2005 I had a phone call from Leicester Museum asking if I knew anything about John
Almond, a weaver of Great Easton, who invented an improved weaving loom in 1771. The
Museum had been contacted by Phyllis Dean of Ohio, USA, who was researching the history
of hand-loom weaving and was interested in John Almond of Great Easton.
I corresponded with Phyllis, and was amazed that she knew all about Almond’s loom – and we
in Great Easton had never heard of him! From the parish records we discovered that he was
the son of Leonard Almond, also a weaver, and the family had lived in a rented cottage in
Little London. John was born in 1741 and died in 1823.
Phyllis was so interested in John that she came and stayed B & B with Elaine Hankey and met
a group of Local History Society members. She brought with her a copy of the letter John
Almond wrote to the Royal Society of Arts explaining the advantages of his design.
The loom took up less room, was easy to move about, gave more light on the work, and was
easier to make and used less wood.
Part of the letter reads, “It may be removed from the heat in summer time, and from the
frost, or cold, or damp weather in winter time, which will prevent a man losing his time, which
is very common in winter, by which means he may take it to a fireside and get forty shillings at
least in one season more than he can an old one. And if one man gains forty shillings in one
season, how greatly must it avail the many thousands of that branch of business in this
Kingdom, and likewise cause a surprising quantity of more goods to be made in this
Nation.”
John Almond received a R.S.A. award of fifty guineas – a considerable sum in those days.
In 1878 Alfred Barlow describes John’s loom in his History of Weaving, saying it strongly
resembled in form the power loom of the time. Phyllis told us that John’s loom resembled
those used in the Appalachia Mountains of Virginia. Could John’s design have spread to the
USA?
We had a very pleasant time with Phyllis Dean and she was delighted to see Little London
where John had lived. We do not know what happened to John Almond after receiving his
award, and whether he prospered. Perhaps some day more of his story may come to light.
Local Historical Information
Prepared by Anne Wallis

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Wednesday, 27th September
7.30 pm Village Hall
Douglas Clinton
gives an illustrated presentation
BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL
Treasures of an Anglo-Saxon Monastery
Visitors are always warmly welcome – only £2
(including refreshments)
Great Easton History Society's popular publications
are on sale at our village shop

Great Easton Good Companions
At our meeting on Thursday 7th September our speaker will be Hazel Wallace
who will tell us about the discovery of the Hallaton treasures and what happens next.
This promises to be an interesting talk about something which occurred very near to us.
Refreshments will be provided by Muriel Morton and Anne Lang
and the usual raffle and book exchange will take place.
Meetings are usually held in the Village Hall on the first Thursday of the month at
2.30pm and visitors are always welcome.

Parish Website Information
The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt: http://www.sixsaintscircaholt.org/
Medbourne: http://www.medbourne.org.uk/
Great Easton : http://greateaston.org/
Take a look at the websites above which all have lots of useful information…
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Great Easton & District WI
We had a most enjoyable outing in July when we visited the beautiful garden of
Jonathan and Sandra Blaza at the Old Vicarage in Burley.
In August, thanks to Kathy and David Gibb, we held our meeting in their garden.
Although the weather was not in our favour, the barbecue was delicious and
very much appreciated - thanks to David and George!
Also in August we provided tea for 22 members of Stoney Stanton WI
after they had visited Barnsdale Gardens.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 6th September
when Duncan Sims will talk about:
10 Things the over 50's need to know about late life planning
in other words - Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney.

Road verges, Greens and Species at Risk
Since the last World War, 98% of Britains wildflower meadows have been destroyed.
Modern farming has pushed many our wildflowers to the point of near extinction, and
many once common species are seldom observed. The countryside is not as it was, pre
pesticides and pre intensification.
Now, road verges are as important as nature reserves but alas, over zealous cutting
and god forbid, spraying, by local authorities, farmers and gardeners is forcing wildflowers and the life they support to extremely concerning levels. Plant life run an annual rod
verge campaign, which aims to inform and change the way local authorities in particular
manage this important subject. www.plantlife.org.uk
Leicestershire council are better than most, but since I have lived here, I have seen
some beautiful verges and greens cut in their prime which is so sad.

I am sure we will find it most interesting and it will answer many questions we might
have when making plans for the future. Do come along and join us if you are interested,
visitors are always welcome.

I urge you all to recognise that change is needed, so we can enjoy the beauty of soft,
pretty flowering verges and greens and understand the destruction to our natural
world the strimmer, mower and sprayer is doing, in a misguided quest to achieve neatness.

We are holding a Coffee Morning and Sale of Joule's Clothes on Saturday 7th October
11.00am until 2.00pm
11.00 am with a ticket (£5)
11.30 am on the door (£4) (including refreshments)
Do come along - you might pick up a bargain!

I took a photo with my mobile phone of a beautiful road verge in Great Easton. I was
passing by and just had to stop and admire it. Sadly, a week later, it was gone.
I ask you this; Which looks better?

Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm in
Great Easton Village Hall
Do come along and join us - visitors are always welcome.
For more information ring 01536 770412

JANE AUSTEN
It seemed fitting that in July, the 200th anniversary of Jane Austen’s death was marked locally by a service in St. Andrew’s. Jane Austen’s father, two of her brothers and four of her
cousins were clergymen. Perhaps in consequence, or maybe in spite of this, she was a firm
believer in the need to worship God in church. When Mary Crawford of Mansfield Park
professes to favour private devotions, Edmund Bertram assures her that the discipline of
church attendance is necessary to all but the most zealous worshippers.

JR Lamb, Drayton

After her death, her brother, Henry, described her as ‘thoroughly religious and devout;
fearful of giving offence to God’. Fortunately for us, this forms no impediment to the sardonic irony with which she treats the imperfections of the minority of clergy whose personalities or sense of vocation are flawed.
12
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Mr Collins of Pride and Prejudice and Mr Elton of Emma are lampooned for their attempts
to use the Church of England as a means of social advancement. This worldliness was by
no means unusual at a time when the Church was one of the few careers open to a gentleman or to anyone who aspired to become one. Jane Austen expected her readers to recognise the type and the situation and it was surely because she cared so much about the
Church, the milieu in which she had grown up and with which she was so familiar, that she
felt able to critique it. Her mantle was later assumed by Anthony Trollope in characters
such as Mrs. Proudie and Mr. Slope and no doubt formed a first step to reform. However,
it is most unlikely that Jane Austen wrote with this in mind for like most of her contemporaries, she had no wish to undermine the Church, which she saw as vital to the maintenance of civilised society and the moral order.
Clergymen are often used as a moral touchstone in her novels. Although Edward Ferrars in
Sense and Sensibility is hardly a heroic figure, nevertheless he does in many respects act as
a counterpoint to the feckless Willoughby and long after his love for Elinor is established,
he is prepared to honour his youthful engagement to Lucy – not a good idea, according to
today’s condemnation of inauthentic behaviour but right by the standards of the time. As a
clergyman he discharges his duties ‘in every particular’ and the reader can be confident that
his marriage to Elinor will be successful.
Henry Tilney of Northanger Abbey has a firm sense of duty to his parish as well as the
courage to defy convention and his father by marrying Catherine. Challenged by the tempting Miss Crawford, who thinks that a clergyman’s duties are worthless, Edmund Bertram
retorts ‘I cannot call the situation nothing, which has the charge of all that is of the first
importance to mankind’. Ultimately he sacrifices Mary Crawford in order to fulfil his vocation. In accordance with James 1: 22, he is prepared to live the life that he preaches. There
is clear authorial sympathy with Edmund’s values and the importance that he attaches to
‘knowledge of ourselves and of our duty’ - placing considerable emphasis on the mind that
will be called upon to make judgements.
Jane Austen says very little about faith and religious experience precisely because it was so
much a part of her life that it didn’t need to be said. Her work is suffused with Christian
ideals and she saw the Anglican church and its dedicated clergy as a bulwark against uncontrolled individualism. Authorial sympathy is always with characters who have firm and unshakable principles, those like Fanny Price and Anne Elliot who recognise that our actions
impact not only on ourselves but on those near to us and even on society as a whole. The
importance of “loving thy neighbour”, manifested in good manners and consideration for
others, is a major theme in all Jane Austen’s novels and this is surely the very essence of
Christianity.
Joyce Chaplin
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Good News Trust
Rutland team Update
Unfortunately the team are having to
close the Rutland Van this Summer due
to insufficient younger people coming
forward to help run the work.
When the van closes the team shall be
offering the books to anyone who would
like some for themselves, family or
friends, also to anyone who would like to
set up a Christian Book Library in a
public space such as a Church or
Village Hall.
Please contact:
Joan Fletcher for more details
T. 01572 821213
14
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Premier

AUDIO VISUAL INSTALLATIONS
Bespoke Home Audio & Video System
Sonos Music System
Home Cinema Rooms
Nuvo Systems
Bespoke TV Installations
HD Distribution Specialist
Gigaclear
Have you got your super fast broadband installed in your home?
Let Premier Audio distribute this around your house and garden
so that you can have super fast broad band anywhere
not just where your routers are?

ON WEDNESDAYS

SKY Installations
IT Networking Installations
Insurance Work - Meter Testing

Digital and FM DAB Aerials
IRS Installations - CCTV
Multi Pointing

Contact: Wayne Dignum
Telephone: 07939 114074
Email: Wayne@premieraudioleicester.co.uk
45 Glebe Road, Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FH
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Draft Medbourne Neighbourhood Plan
The draft Medbourne Neighbourhood Plan is now available for Pre-Submission
Consultation. Comments are invited from Statutory Consultees and other interested
parties. The consultation period runs for 6 weeks from
Tuesday 29 August to Tuesday 10 October 2017.
For further information and to comment on-line or download a comment form,
please visit the Parish Council website:
http://www.medbourne.org.uk/parishcouncil/index.html

A Note of thanks……
Following on from the service held in Bringhurst on Sunday 20th August, a note of thanks
must go to Mike and Joss Mallock for their contribution to the church and to the parish as
a whole, as they prepare to begin their new lives in Salisbury.
The Revd Stephen Bishop

RJM Plasterers
ALL ASPECTS OF
PLASTERING
UNDERTAKEN

Contract
& Private
Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

Over 30 Years Experience
including Lime Mortar

For your free estimate from
your local plasterer call
01536 205005
07712 335 963

Lynn Bradley
Book Keeping Services
Telephone: 01858 434850
Mobile: 0779 064 5449
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Medbourne cum Holt WI
At our next meeting on
th

13 September

An Anthem for Our Time:

Brahms’ Requiem

Alison Rockett will be coming along to demonstrate the art of making jewellery
from recycled paper.

St Andrew’s Church, Lyddington

Alison’s interest in this fascinating craft evolved following her travels through Africa when
she saw it being practiced. She has since spent much time researching and developing her
skills in this technique so much so that it has become an absorbing hobby.

The Harborough Singers will perform Brahms’ Requiem at St Andrew’s Church Lyddington,
on Saturday 28th October.

Following her demonstration, we will all have the opportunity to have a go at what is certain to be a most interesting (and hopefully rewarding!) opportunity to
learn more about this craft.
We always welcome new members and look forward to meeting anyone who would like to
come along to find out more about our active and friendly group.
Jenny Sandars
Medbourne cum Holt WI

There has been a sudden craze for this work and people have begun calling it an ‘Anthem
for our Time’. It seems that, rather than dwelling on the judgement of the dead, Brahms was
intent on consoling the living. Brahms himself said that he would gladly have called it
‘a human requiem’. It is this human focus, and the works freedom from religious judgment,
that is proving particularly relevant to modern audiences in our troubled but spiritually
uncertain times.
The New York season opened with an immersive staging of this ‘human requiem’. Sung in
English, two pianists replaced Brahms’s orchestra and choristers in street clothes wandered
among the audience members. This is the version that the Harborough Singers will present
at Lyddington. Though if there is any choral wandering involved, the Musical Director,
David Beavan, has yet to inform the choir!
Brahms’ version of the Requiem is decidedly non-Latin. He wrote it in German, assembling
the text himself from Luther’s German translation of the Bible. It is an almost secular piece
and avoids any mention of Christ. It even eradicates the fearsome and showy Dies Irae
(Day of Wrath), set so vividly and memorably by other composers.
Brahms wrote this self-contained version himself. It was probably intended for ‘at - home’
use, with the vocal parts supported by a piano duet with four hands on one piano. But it is
not merely a piano reduction. Meticulously fashioned by the composer himself, it’s notable
for its transparency, which throws into sharp relief the choral writing of the work.
Premiered in London on 18th July 1871, at the home of Sir Henry Thompson and his wife,
the pianist Kate Loder (Lady Thompson) and sung in English, it soon spread to vast
international audiences.
Uplifting and inspiring, with a new relevance for modern audiences, Brahms’ Requiem at
Lyddington is a treat not to be missed. Four hands on the piano will be provided by
Melanie Reinhard and Andrew King with soprano soloist Laura Bursey and baritone
soloist Michael Bundy. The programme also includes Brahms’ Violin Sonata No 3 in D
minor, with Christopher White on Violin and Melanie Reinhard on piano.
The concert starts at 7.30 pm. Tickets are available at £10 per ticket from the following
places: Uppingham Book Shop, the Old White Hart, Lyddington, Great Easton Village Shop
and Medbourne Village Shop. Tickets are also available online via our website at
www.harboroughsingers.com.
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GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
The planned accommodation for rent in the Stokes Rise development off Broadgate will
shortly be available. There will be 7 new homes for rent as follows: 2 two bedroom bungalows due to handover in September 2017
4 two bedroom houses due to handover in Feb 2018
1 three bedroom house due to handover in Feb 2018
The first 2 bungalows are open for application now and interested applicants should register
with Harborough Homesearch or contact Joanne Gayle, Lettings Officer on 0121 7887611
for more information.
There is evidence that drivers take more care along roads with no centre marking. We have
therefore instructed LCC highways not to reinstate the centre lines of the roads within the
village boundary in an effort to improve road safety.
The PC is looking for volunteers to form a working party to tackle odd-jobs around the village. Anyone interested in putting themselves forward to help maintain our lovely village
environment please let the clerk, David Gibley have your details
either by phone 01536 772159 or email david@webleicester.co.uk

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Harborough District Council have now adopted the inspectors recommendations and a referendum on our neighbourhood plan will be held on 12th October 2017. Voting will
follow the same process as other official government elections. More information will be
available during the run up to this event so please make every effort to register your vote.

A note of thanks...
Thank you for your continued support of the Food Bank - Just a reminder that
EVERYTHING DONATED MUST STILL BE IN DATE AND HAVE AT LEAST
3 MONTHS OF SHELF LIFE LEFT.
(Out of date items cannot be distributed and have to be disposed of.)
Thank you once again for your support.
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MICHELLE ONGLEY

Sweet Hedges Farm

MACHT

Natural Therapies

Allexton Road, Stockerston
Tea Rooms

Reflexology
Maternity Reflexology
Massage
Aromatherapy Massage
Natural Nutrition Colon Hydrotherapy

Open for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea,
all year round (closed Tuesdays).
Group parties catered for by appointment.

07973 287 361 / 01536 770 610

Tel: 01572 717398

www.HealTheSoul.co.uk
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